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 AHEAD AHEAD AHEAD
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 to bed Saturday night. to bed Saturday night. to bed Saturday night.

Council dealing
with the budget 

The City Council’s review
of the 2011 budget continues
tonight with the last scheduled
session with departmental
directors.

Representatives of the city’s
municipal court, as well as the
law and police departments, are
scheduled to meet with council
members at 6:30 p.m. in the
council chamber.

As part of the agenda for
Tuesday’s conference and regu-
lar meetings at 7 p.m., the coun-
cil is to conduct a public hear-
ing on the proposed city budget.
Public comment will be accept-
ed during the hearing.

Two workshops
on Alexander site

Two workshops have been
scheduled Saturday for resi-
dents and contractors who are
interested in working on the
redevelopment of the Walter G.
Alexander site.

The Orange Housing
Authority and the Orange
Housing Development Corp.
will conduct the workshops,
one each on business and
employment, in the community
room of Washington Manor,
340 Thomas Blvd.

The workshops include
“Business and Contracting
Opportunities” at 9:30 a.m., and
“Job Opportunities” at 1 p.m.
Contact Isaias Rivera, city com-
pliance officer, at 973-266-
4007 for more information.

City employees help fill Hawkins’ war chest
The list: department heads, police and fire leaders, city attorney and school board members

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Campaign-finance reports filed with the
state reveal that nearly two dozen city
employees made contributions to the cam-
paign account of Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. during the final three months of 2010. 

The group of 22 employees contributed
$5,343 of the $56,007 Hawkins raised in his
campaign account during the last quarter,
according to the reports filed by campaign
organization with the N.J. Election Law
Enforcement Commission. 

While the list includes includes non-
supervisory employees, more than a half-
dozen supervisors or department directors
were among the contributors. All made con-
tributions which were received by the cam-
paign during the fourth quarter of 2010:

• Marvin Braker, city attorney: fourth

quarter, $500; campaign cycle, $1,760.
• Darrell Holcomb, community services

director: fourth quarter, $500; campaign
cycle: $1,150.

• John Rappaport, police director: fourth
quarter, $500; campaign cycle: $1,300.

• Arlene Kemp, public works director:
fourth quarter, $500; campaign cycle: $500.

• John Kelly, part-time finance director:
fourth quarter, $500; campaign cycle,
$1,400.

• Louis Childress Jr., assistant city attor-
ney: fourth quarter, $250; campaign cycle,
$500.

• Robert Manganelli, acting fire chief:
fourth quarter, $500; campaign cycle, $500.

In addition, Kemp contributed $500 and
Braker gave $375 during 2010 to the Orange
Essex Revitalization PAC, a political
fundraising organization created by

Hawkins’ mother, Linda Cofer. It provided
in-kind contributions to the campaigns of
City Council members Linda Jones-Bell and
Hassan Abdul-Rasheed, along with council
candidate Antoine Desormes, by paying for
campaign printing services.

State law prohibits government officials
candidates from soliciting their employees
for campaign contributions. Cofer, who
serves as Hawkins’ campaign manager, said
a statement Tuesday it does not preclude
contributions from employees.

“I have been advised by our state-compli-
ance officer that there is no regulation that
prohibits employees from making campaign
contributions to their candidate of choice,”
said Cofer. “Contributions from employees
indicate a strong showing of support for the
mayor, as they are desirous of Mayor
Hawkins remaining in office, which is to the

betterman of the city of Orange Township.”
Employees were not the only contributors

to Hawkins with close ties to the city. Two
members of the City Council, Abdul-
Rasheed, its president, and Vice President
Edward Marable gave a combined $750 dur-
ing 2010 and $1,050 for the election cycle.

Of the seven members of the Board of
Education who are appointed by Hawkins,
five were contributors during 2010:

• Patricia Arthur, president: fourth quar-
ter, $250; campaign cycle, $500.

• Arthur Griffa, vice president; fourth
quarter, $250; campaign cycle, $500.

• David Wright, member: fourth quarter,
$500; campaign cycle, $500.

• Maxine Johnson, member: fourth quar-
ter, $375; campaign cycle, $750.

• Rev. Reginald Jackson, member: fourth
quarter: $125; campaign cycle, $375.

Student
artwork
honored

Four students each from Lincoln
Avenue and Heywood Avenue
schools in Orange will have their
artwork displayed in a statewide
exhibit presented by Art Educators
of New Jersey.

The students’ works were
selected as part of the organiza-
tion’s Statewide Spring Art Exhibit
at The Victoria Theatre in the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center,
Newark. A reception and awards
ceremony to honor the artists is
scheduled April 3 at 11 a.m. at
NJPAC.

Heywood Avenue School stu-
dents whose artwork will appear in
the exhibit include first-graders
Tatum Sabin and Caleb Andrews,
third-grader Shalieeyah Jeter Chap-
man and sixth-grader Emmanuel
Blackmond.

Students from Lincoln Avenue
School who will have artwork
exhibited include third-grader
Eleazar Ramos-Ramirez, sixth-
grader Ruth Martinez and seventh-
graders Mariana Lopez and Kandra
Laknan.

Keeping
vigil for
fire grant
Orange hoping
it makes the list

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

City officials and members of
the union representing the rank-
and-file members of the Orange
Fire Department are hoping Orange
might be among the next New Jer-
sey municipalities to receive a fed-
eral grant to retain positions after
the city was not included in last
week’s list of recipients.

East Orange was on Friday’s list
of awardees under the SAFER
grant program. The funding, pro-
vided by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, is to be used
for hiring or training firefighters.

East Orange was awarded  $1.9
million, while a week earlier Irv-
ington was named as the recipient
of a $2.5 million grant.

While municipal and fire union
officials have been informed
Orange remains eligible for future
rounds of grant awards, Elvin
Padilla, firefighter and president of
FMBA Local 10, said receiving
a grant would be “scary” because
it would force the city govern-
ment to figure out a way to use it
properly.

“We’re afraid that if we do get
it, what would happen this time
around? I just can’t see anybody
giving us a two-year free anything
at this point,” said Padilla. “I think
the Irvington firefighters we have
spoken to about their grant men-
tioned to us that the position we are
in now they were in three weeks
ago. So if things are the same, then
we should be getting a grant some-
time this week.”

Although Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. could not be reached
for comment, a spokesman did
release a limited statement Monday
night.

“We have not been officially
informed, but we are expecting to
hear something soon,” said the
spokesman. “I was just told by the
chief of staff that the new list of
grant awards and recipients will be
released tonight. She said that she’s
not sure that we are on the list for
this week, but she has been told that
it is coming.”

The mayor, through his
spokesman, said the “unions must
know something,” because they
have been “quiet lately.” Padilla
confirmed that assessment.

“It looks as though the progress
we’ve made as far as speaking out
and going to City Council meetings
and the rally numbers in Trenton
last week and people calling their
congressmen has been making a
difference,” Padilla said. “It would
be an unbelievable addition to our
department to get an additional 24
guys when we’re already down 32
people. It would be great.

“We are down to 50 guys cur-
rently but we’re usually budgeted
for 80. It’s a win-win situation for
Orange and the Fire Department if
we get this grant,” Padilla contin-
ued. “We would be able to bring
back the 12 guys who were laid off
and hire an additional 12 that are
desperately needed.”

City firefighters join in Trenton protest
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Orange firefighters were among many from

throughout New Jersey who converged on
Trenton last week during a rally in support of
public employee unions.

“Over 50 percent of our department went
down there last week. Only about 10 of our
guys didn’t go because they were on duty and
had to work,” said Firefighter Elvin Padilla,
president of FMBA Local 10. “We went down
there because we’ve been getting a lot of
abuse from a lot of people, but we’re at a point
where we can no longer stand by and watch
the politicians, particularly Governor Christo-
pher Christie, engage in rhetoric and activities
to try and break the unions.”

Padilla said Local 10 members made sure
they went to Trenton for the March 3 protest
because “enough is enough.”

“Three states, New Jersey, Wisconsin and
Ohio, seem to have something in common
where you have these Republican leaders who

are out to bust the public employee unions,”
said Padilla.

“I think this is the start of more protests
because this is something that has been in the
making for a long time.”

Curtis Mayor, an Irvington firefighter, said
he understands the “bottom line” at all times is
financial, especially in the midst of a “very
slow” economic recovery. But Mayor said he
believed reducing services and employment
was not the way to go.

“You don’t reform something to make it
worse,” said Mayor. “You don’t improve
something for one person by making it bad for
someone else.”

Padilla added he believed last week’s rally
was about assigning the blame for the nation’s
fiscal crises. Padilla said he thought the blame
should be with the bankers and “rich people”
and their political supporters, not public
employees or their unions.

“If everyone was doing bad, then I could
classify it as a bad time for America in gener-

al. But the reality is there are a lot of people
doing really well during this recession and this
recovery,” said Padilla. “I truly believe this is
about the Obama re-election. I hope that peo-
ple wake up and realize that they are being
bamboozled before it is too late.”

Dee Brown, another Orange firefighter,
said the budget and contract processes of the
last few years in the city have been eye-open-
ers for him.

“The problem is that people and especially
politicians forget that public employees are
taxpayers, too. Public employees are home-
owners, too. We don’t get special privileges
just because we’re public employees.

We are not exempt from all the things and
expenses that everybody else goes through,”
said Brown. “So when we have cutbacks, the
real question is who are you really hurting?”

Brown said firefighters have made previous
concessions to city officials during his 10 years
with the department. He said the concessions
have included a work furlough of 10 days.

The Seuss is loose!

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Robert Pettit, principal of Lincoln Avenue School, reads ‘Hop and Pop’ to some
of his students during the school’s annual celebration of Read Across America,
a national initiative tied to the birthday of the late author Theodor Geisel, better
known as Dr. Seuss. 

Assemblywoman Mila
Jasey, whose 27th Leg-
islative District includes
Orange,  speaks to
police officers and fire-
fighters  from through-
out New Jersey during
a March 3 protest in
Trenton.


