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 BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

 CHICHELO

 973-325-2713 / 973-228-7928

 RUBBISH REMOVAL
 •Appliances • Wood
 • Furniture • Metals
 We’ll clean out your:

 • Attic • Garage
 • Basement • Yard

 Please Call

 RUBBISH REMOVAL

 ELECTRICIANS
 RICHARD CITO

 Electrical Contractors
 973-736-1933

 22 Barry Drive West Orange
         •Residential
         •Commercial
         •Industrial

 FREE ESTIMATES
 Complete

 Electrical Service
 License No 6454

 Professional Numismatist
 & Antiquarian Since 1977

 COINS & STAMPS
 Ye Olde Curiositie Shoppe

       •COINS, STAMPS & PAPER MONEY (US &  FOREIGN)
       •CLASSICAL ANTIQUITIES OF GREECE & ROME
       •AUTOGRAPHS, AMERICANA & SPORTS MEMORABILIA
       •PRE-COLUMBIAN, AFRICAN &  ETHNOGRAPHIC OBJECTS

 BUYING  &  SELLING COINS  - FREE APPRAISALS
 You’ll be amazed 

 at what we will 
 buy & how much 

 we will pay

 Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
 111 South Orange Avenue, South Orange

 973-762-1588

 “NO  OTHER  GALLERY  LIKE  IT  IN  N.J.
 FOR  COLLECTORS  OR  GIFT  GIVING

 CARLSON BROTHERS
 ROOFING

 CAPE COD  $2500
 BI-LEVEL  $2700
 SPLIT LEVEL  $2900

 $100 OFF WITH AD

 201-796-7374

 Lic. No. 13VH01591200

 ROOFING

 PAINTING

 THE RETIRED TEACHERS
 WE DO YOUR HOMEWORK

 Getting Ready To Sell or Buy a New Home?
 Renovations / Painting

 Bathroom, Kitchen, Basement,
 Ceilings, Sheetrock, Interior/Exterior

 THOMAS:  973-736-4605
 PAUL:  908-917-2643

 973-324-9461

 FULLY INSURED        FREE ESTIMATES

 CUSTOM CARPENTRY

 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE
 Thanks for choosing us

 ROOFING and SIDING

 $500 off any 
 complete roof using 

 Timberline Ultra

 FAMILY 
 RUN 

 BUSINESS

 ROOFING

 PLUMBING

 All types of Repairs and Installations
 • Water Heaters, Heating Boilers, Furnaces
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning
 • Bath Remodeling • Waterproofing
 • Ceramic Tile Repairs and Installations
 • Shower Pan and Tile Repair Specialist
    Free Estimates                              Lic# 7920
 973-731-0848   BOB GILROY   973-374-6887

 SUPERIOR PLUMBING & HEATING

 ELECTRICIANS

 Lic. #3375

 Our 47th Year of Expert Service

 Voted #1 Electrical Contractor
 FREE ESTIMATES

 www.OHaraElectric.com

 973.325.3626
 144 Main Street • West Orange

 E-Mail info@oharaelectric.com

 est. 1963

 ELECTRICIANS
 License #14514                                                          Free Estimates

 Residential * Commercial
 Fully Insured * Bonded

 Our Reliability is Electrifying

 Mike Spagnuolo
 Electrical Contractor Inc.

 973-325-6812 West Orange, NJ

 CARPENTRY/PAINTING

 HAULING & MOVING

 RUBBISH REMOVAL

 Since 1983

 JOHN’S
 LIGHT HAULING & MOVING INC.

 LIC#
 39PM00029500
 Insured

 973-395-9494
 www.JohnsMoving.net

 EUROPA
 DOMESTICS

 5 Hazelwood Ter.
 Tinton Falls, NJ
 732-747-7701

 • Housekeepers
 • Nannies

 • Elder Care
 Licensed & Bonded

 Thoroughly Screened

 CHILD CARE BATHROOMS

 SAVE YOUR 
 BATHROOM

 • Repairs
 • Regrouting
 • Installations
 • Complete Remodeling

 NO JOB TOO BIG
 OR TOO SMALL

 Years of Experience
 CALL MIKE

 973-566-9524

 - Renovations
 - Additions
 - Interior/Exterior
    Painting
 * Free Estimates
 MAFFEI CARPENTRY 

 & PAINTING
 973-395-1971
 917-991-3936

 DRIVEWAYS

 B. Edmonds Inc.
 • Asphalt Driveways
 • Parking Lot • Sidewalks
 • Patios • Steps
 • Back Hoe Work and Patchwork
 • Landscaping 
 973-677-3290
 Cell 201-776-1783

 1-1 CLASS
 RUBBISH

 REMOVAL
 No job too big or too small

 Entire Homes,
 Attics, Basements,
 Garages, Yards, etc.
 WE DO IT ALL

 Call 973-508-0625

 TREE EXPERTS

 TREE
 REMOVAL

 Affordable
 • Pruning
 • Stump Removal

 CERTIFIED
 Free Estimates

 973-677-2391
 Atlas American Tree Service

 SPACE AVAILABLE

 PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
 For More Information

 Call Classified

 908-686-7850

 LANDSCAPING

 Starting at $22.50 cut per week
 SEASONAL CLEAN UPS

 • FERTILIZER/TOP SOIL
 • MULCH/SEEDING
 • PLANTING/THATCHING
 • COMPLETE LAWN SERVICE
 Free Estimates    Fully Insured

 Call  973-390-0609
 Seniors Welcome

 SEASON
 SPECIAL

Rebounding from rock bottom
More computers, activities boost Orange library’s present and future

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Ten months ago, the Orange Public Library
reached its lowest  point in decades when a
“CLOSED” sign was placed on its front doors
for two months.

Today, however, it is in the midst of a trans-
formation which employees and a board mem-
ber said they believe will return the library to its
respected status of earlier decades.

In April 2010, the library was closed by the
city’s health officer after asbestos and lead was
found within and on the walls. It was reopened
two months later after remediation, and library
officials and trustee-board members have begun
the process of making the library more than just
a place for books and research.

“We’ve been going on six months as a new
board, and we’re trying to increase our activities
with new programming, trying to raise the
library to the standard of neighboring communi-
ties,” said Imani Banks, president of the  trustee
board. 

Banks said the activities include Saturday art
classes for children ages 5 through 11 and a
“story lady,” who will read  Saturdays at 10 and
11 a.m. and noon in the children’s library.

Mary Bonds, cataloger and principal library
assistant, has worked in the library since 1971.
Bonds said the library was vibrant when she
started, and while the transformation will take
time, she hopes its life from four decades ago
will be restored.

“We had an after-school program and an out-
reach program,” said Bonds. “We’ve seen quite

a bit of change in the last three months, and it’s
a work in progress.”

Kevin Lee has been the library’s mainte-
nance supervisor for just  a month, but said he
knows how much work had gone into the
repairs.

“I came to look at the library  job as a con-
tractor,” said Lee of the time when the trustee
board sought contractors to conduct the remedi-
ation. “One thing turned into another — it
would have been more that just giving out work:
it needed a soul.”

Lee said he left “a good job” to come to the
library, but, “It’s satisfying; I know we’re mak-
ing a difference, and I haven’t been proven
wrong yet.”

Among the changes to the library was the
opening of the east side to more seating as well
as a bank of 15 computers. That cluster, said
Imani Banks, has led to the formation of week-
day classes for residents by instructor Jamaal
Banks.

“There was a huge community need for com-
puter skills and resume building as well as Inter-
net searching,” said Jamaal Banks, who noted
the classes average 10 students. While children
are learning computer skills in school, he said
many adults in urban areas lack the skills they
need to survive in today’s world, especially as it
relates to employment.

“It’s essential,” said Jamaal Banks. “If you
want to get a job, you have to know how to get
around the Internet.”

The research room, opposite the computer
area, formerly contained a smaller number of

computers. It resulted in cramped quarters,
especially when students arrived after school to
use them. The moving of the computers has left
a research room that’s airy and relaxed.

Lora White, a library assistant for five years,
said she has noticed the building’s interior work
has payed off in more than just the physical
improvement.

“Since they did that, it has improved tremen-
dously,” said White, referring to the increase in
use of the library by residents.

Imani Banks said the trustee board also is
promoting the availability of meeting rooms for
community usage. This would not only provide
additional space for meetings or fundraisers, she
said, but it would provide the library with expo-
sure.

While improvements, physical and program-
ming, have occurred, Imani Banks said work is
still necessary to the structure of the century-old
building designed by famous architect Stanford
White. 

Since the library received a $750,000 Capital
Preservation Grant from the New Jersey Histor-
ical Trust in 2006, library-board members have
made attempts to raise matching funds. The
results, however, have been minimal. Now, she
said, a new attempt to raise funds is in the plan-
ning stages.

When asked Monday if the grant was still
active, a spokesman for the trust said grants
usually stay available as trust members realize
that factors such as securing matching grants
and contracting for work must enter into any
project.

File photo
Since the Orange Public Library reopened in June
2010 following a two-month closure, staffers and
trustees have attempted to increase public interac-
tion by adding to the activities the library hosts. 

Worrall earns 10 awards from New Jersey Press Association
By Steve Proctor
Regional Editor

Reporters and editors of Worrall Community
Newspapers won 10 awards in the Editorial, Weekly
division of the 2010 Better Newspaper Contest pre-
sented by the New Jersey Press Association. These
annual statewide awards recognize excellence in jour-
nalism in numerous categories. Worrall Newspapers
publishes 10 weekly papers in Essex County and
Union County Local Source, which provides local and
county news in Union County.

• Daniel Jackovino, reporter for The Independent
Press of Bloomfield, won a first-place award in the
Feature Story, Fresh Approach category for a story
about Mother’s Day. He spoke with seven local
women in their 80s and 90s and presented their child-
hood memories of their mothers.

• Roman J. Uschak, a reporter for the Nutley Jour-
nal and Belleville Post, won a first-place award  in the
category of Special Subject Writing. His story focused
on a large number of arrests involving the alleged ille-

gal sale of prescription drugs and the lengthy investi-
gation by several law-enforcement agencies that pre-
ceded the arrests.

• Michael D’Onofrio won a first-place award in the
Feature Story category for his account of a high school
custodian, a lifelong artistic painter, and why he
agreed to paint several murals on the high school
walls. D’Onofrio, a reporter when he wrote the story,
is now editor of The Glen Ridge Paper and West
Orange Chronicle. 

• Cheryl Hehl, a reporter for Union County Local
Source, won two awards for investigative journalism.
Hehl won a first-place Lloyd P. Burns Memorial
Award in the Public Service category for a seven-part
series on the questionable expenditures of millions of
taxpayer dollars by the commissioners of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority. She won second place in
the First Amendment Award category for a five-part
series on the spending practices of the director of the
special improvement district in the township of Union. 

• John Zucal, editor of the Orange Transcript and

East Orange Record, won second place in the Editori-
al Comment category for two editorials. One, “Rethink
assessment,” cautioned Orange officials on their rush
to initiate a property assessment. The second,
“Hawkins’ call to public unethical,” questioned the
Orange mayor’s use of the city’s automatic calling sys-
tem to attract a large crowd of residents for a city
council meeting in which the topic of reassessment,
which the mayor supported, was discussed.

• Toniann Antonelli, editor of Union County Local
Source, won a third-place award in the Editorial Com-
ment category for two editorials. “Out of tune with
reality” explained to readers why the purchase of a
piano by the city of Rahway was an unnecessary
expense of taxpayer dollars. Her second, “Not con-
vincing,” analyzed arguments put forth by residents
seeking to halt construction of a cell-phone tower and
found their reasoning too weak to scuttle the proposal.

• Christina Hernandez, editor of the News-Record
of Maplewood and South Orange, won a third-place
award in the Packaging of the News category for her

layout, typography and selection of content for the edi-
torial page. This category required the entry of pages
from two separate issues, judged as a pair.

• Debbie Hochberg, as editor of the West Orange
Chronicle, won a third-place award for Editorial Com-
ment, a category which called for two separate editori-
als. In one, titled “Democracy works,” she explored
the significance of an election victory by a reformist
candidate who won a seat on the town council. In the
other, “More of the same,” she explained and criticized
the political maneuvering that resulted in an unknown
but politically connected individual being named to fill
an empty seat on the township council.

• Columnist V.C. Chickering won a second-place
award in the Column Writing category. Chickering
writes a humor column, “Pith Monger,” on such topics
as divorce, memories of a long-ago Mischief Night,
drinking wine with mom during a matinee at the local
movie theater, party-hopping on foot in Maplewood
during a cold, cold night, and meeting several hopeful
Mr. Wrongs at a singles’ gathering.

AT THE LIBRARY
East Orange

East Orange Public Library
has many movie times

Residents of all ages may be able to find a movie
that interests them anytime as the East Orange Public
Library hosts presentations throughout each month.

• The library will host a family-friendly movie dur-
ing its Friday afternoon program Friday at 3:30 p.m.

• “Megaminds” will be the afternoon movie for
children up to seventh grade on Wednesday at 1 p.m.

• Manga and anime will be featured during as the
monthly Manga Movie Time program will present a
feature for students in grades 8-12 on Wednesday at
3:15 p.m.

• “Waiting for Superman” will be presented as the
Tuesday Night Flick on March 22 at 6:30 p.m.

• “Knight and Day” with Tom Cruise and Cameron
Diaz will be the monthly teen movie on March 25 at 3
p.m. 

East Orange Public Library
hosts game time for teens

It’s game time for teen residents March 17 as the
main branch of the East Orange Public Library hosts
its monthly program at 4 p.m.

Video activities will include competitions on Nin-
tendo Wii and Xbox360 as well as board games such
as Uno and Scarbble.

PowerPoint  is billed
for adult students

The Center for Information and Technology in the
main branch of the East Orange Public Library will
offer PowerPoint 1, a class for adult students, on
March 19 at 10 a.m. 

Residents can learn what PowerPoint does and the
features of the PowerPoint window.  They can create
and alter presentations and add graphics. Word 1 is a
prerequisite.

Registration, with a fee, is required at the customer
service desk in the main branch or online at
www.eopl.org.

Learn more about writing
at a creative workshop

Local writers can become inspired and publish
what they write when they join the Creative Writing
Workshop series at the East Orange Public Library.

The next session is scheduled for Tuesday at 6:30
p.m. in the small conference room of the main branch.

Orange
Orange Public Library
has community space

Officials at Orange Public Library, Main Street and
South Essex Avenue, said the facility has space avail-
able for groups from schools and community organi-
zations. Call 973-673-0153 for additional information.

Computer classes available
at the Orange Public Library

Residents can learn valuable computer skills week-
days through classes inside the Orange Public Library.

The classes, which are free for Orange residents,
include electronic mail, Microsoft Word, resume writ-
ing and employment search engines. They will be pre-
sented from 9 to 10:45 a.m. in the library’s computer
center.

Computer fun in ‘Little Kids’ class
Children will have fun learning computer basics and

safely exploring the Internet during “Little Kids n’
PCs,” a computer program for children in kindergarten
through second grade, Wednesdays at 5 p.m.; and
“Kids n’ PCs,” for children in grades three to five,
Thursdays at 5 p.m. Registration for both programs is
required, either in person in the Junior Department or
online through the library’s web site at www.eopl.org.


