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Budget report lacks information
To the Editor:

My family and our businesses are concerned, nonresident local real
estate taxpayers.

On or about Friday, April 15, 2011, the Hawkins Administration post-
ed the Citizen Budget Advisory Committee’s report to the Orange City
Council on the city’s public website. This report was issued 10 days after
the city’s governing body adopted an amended SFY 2011 budget, increas-
ing the municipal tax rate by more than 9.25 percent.

Clearly, the interests of nonresident taxpayers are not represented and
defended by the city’s governing body and the CBAC. Indeed, we have
certain questions regarding the composition of the CBAC. First, if each
councilperson was entitled to select two citizen representatives, why were
only 13 residents listed on this report. When did Taquesha Owens resign?
Why didn’t Councilperson Tency Eason replace her appointee?

The CBAC report implies that each member actively participated. But
it seems that I and other interested stakeholders attended more public
hearings than most CBAC members. In fact, why isn’t there an attendance
appendix attached to the CBAC report? This would quickly dispel con-
cerns that the CBAC was  controlled by individuals loyal to the Hawkins
administration.

The CBAC concludes, as a matter of fact, that the city would never
have received SFY 2011 transitional aid, even if the Hawkins administra-
tion had introduced a SFY budget in September. Upon what information
did the CBAC make this finding of fact?

The CBAC report focuses upon procedural reforms, reforms that I and
others have been advocating for years. The CBAC report does not address
unfunded and undisclosed severance and settlement obligations. The
CBAC report does not address the $3 million revenue shortfall caused by
last year’s invasion of certain reserves. The CBAC report does not
address how the city was able to operate for nine months under a three-
month temporary appropriation adopted on July 1, 2010 without any pub-
lic comment.

The CBAC report does not address the private sale of city-owned real
property for $1 per tract without any appraisals, without any use rever-
sions, and without any pay-to-play certifications. The CBAC report does
not address whether the city omitted mandatory statutory excess profits
language from the two amended and modified Walter G. Alexander long-
term  tax abatement agreements.

The CBAC report does not address how permits and approvals were
granted to project sites with outstanding tax/water/sewer charges due the
city. The CBAC report does not address the discrepancy between certain
tax-abated properties’ fair market assessment values and their acquisition
prices.  The CBAC report does not address the impact of additional
affordable housing on our diminishing tax base.

Finally, the CBAC report does not indicate who drafted this report.
The CBAC report does not state when the CBAC membership approved
this report, and whether any members dissented or had reservations about
this report.

In May 2012, municipal elections will be held. I fear that this late and
after-the-fact CBAC report was just political cover for the Hawkins
Administration and its supporters.

Jeffrey S. Feld
Orange

Editor’s note: Jeffrey S. Feld in a Main Street business owner.

Our police on submission of letters
The Orange Transcript and the East Orange Record welcome submis-

sions from their readers. Letters to the editor or opinion pieces on any
subject will be considered for publication on the opinion pages.

This opportunity is open to all residents, officials and employees of
Orange, East Orange and Essex County. The Transcript and the Record
reserve the right to edit all submissions for length, content and style. Writ-
ers must include their name, address and daytime telephone number for
verification.

Letters must be no more than 400 words; longer pieces must be
arranged in advance with the editor. The Transcript and Record accept
letters to the editor and columns via e-mail at eorecord@thelocal-
source.com.

Letters and essays may also be mailed to 1291 Stuyvesant Ave., Union,
N.J. 07083. All letters and guest columns must be received by 9 a.m.
Monday to be considered for publication in Thursday’s edition.

Letters received must be on topics of interest, preferably about news
events or in response to content that appeared in the newspaper. Thank-
you letters will not be published.

The editor will make any necessary grammatical corrections to the text
of the letter as needed. Although the writer’s style will be maintained, cer-
tain changes may be made in the interest of clarity.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We as Americans must elect the right leaders
Thanks to the readers who con-

tacted me regarding last month’s
column. I received input from par-
ents, teachers, business owners and
even a high school student from a
suburban school. I am always hon-
ored when someone not only reads
the column, but also gives positive
feedback. Your comments were
truly appreciated.

Most of us remember the kiddie
game that goes, “If you’re happy
and you know it, clap your hands.”
The teacher would sing that verse
and after she would continue by
instructing us, “If we’re happy and
we know it, then our face will real-
ly show it.”

Then the teacher would end the
particular verses by urging us to
clap our hands, stomp our feet, then
shout “hooray.” Finally, the teacher
would end the song by urging us “If
we’re happy … do all three.”

Well I do not know about you,
but the state of America — espe-
cially financially — is a little
depressing. Now don’t get me
wrong, I’ll admit I’m happy — and
I’ll clap my hands. But even the
most positive teacher might not be
able to get me to “stomp my feet” or
“shout hooray”. And I definitely
refuse to “do all three.”

Gas prices are currently bank-
rupting this nation’s economy.
When gas prices go up, all other
services also go up to meet the ris-
ing cost of paying more to trans-
port, travel and ship goods.

Unemployment is high and jobs
are laying off or furloughing
employees, including police and
fire, in record numbers across the
nation. I am “happy” to be currently
employed, but not too happy that
others around me can’t say the same.

The word “taxes” has become a

political football between the vari-
ous political parties. There are even
different factions in these parties
fighting other party members
because of differences of opinions
and ideologies. 

All is not lost; there is something
you can do to help. First let me give
a brief history of taxes in America.
We were all taught that the USA
became our own country because
we believed the British were taxing
us without representation.

The American Revolution
helped us free ourselves of British
rule and establish a
sovereignty/country of our own and
we have prospered as our own
nation, maybe beyond our forefa-
thers greatest expectations!

Our nation had few taxes in its
early years. That changed in 1862
when Congress, to fund the Civil
War effort, enacted the nations’ first
federal income tax law. This 1862
Act established the Office of Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue.

The commissioner was given the
power to assess, levy and collect
taxes. He was also given the right to
enforce the tax laws through seizure
of property/income and/or prosecu-
tion. This power and authority
remain very much the same today.

Even the notorious gangster Al
Capone ended up in prison, not
because of the many murders he is
believed to have committed or
ordered, he went to prison for tax
evasion/fraud.

The IRS gets its money before
we even see it. We only know they
have gotten their tax money by
viewing our pay stubs or W-2
forms. These taxes fund a multitude
of programs and services.

A commentary by MSNBC
Senior Producer John W. Schoen
states:  “Last year the three biggest
federal budget items were Social
Security, health care and defense
spending.” He went on the say that
$219.40 of every $1,000 of taxes
goes for health care, Medicare and
Medicaid. 

Other big expenses are  Social
Security; military spending, and the
research, development, testing and
evaluation of all the items the USA
procured; and interest.

That is just a brief synopsis of
the top three federal tax budget
items. There is much more. Have
you ever viewed America’s budget?
If you plan to thoroughly view the
entire budget I suggest you set aside
at least a week, even if you are a
fast reader.

OK, ready for more? Aside from
our federal tax, residents in 41
states, including New Jersey, also
pay state income taxes. Most state
taxes are assessed according to tax-
able income or adjusted gross
income reported on the taxpayer’s
yearly federal income tax return.

Aside from state income taxes
states also collect taxes on property,
sales, inheritance/estate, and similar
sources of individual or business
revenues or profits.

On the heels of Tax Day, which
fell on April 18 this year, if you, like
myself, pay a lot of taxes, I thought
you might like to know where some
of your hard-earned tax dollars are
going!

Our nation’s forefather’s found-

ed this country because of “taxation
without representation!” I wonder if
they were around today would they
be happy with our taxation or our
representation?

What about you? Are you happy
with your taxation based on your
representation? If not, as I men-
tioned earlier, all is not lost. You
still have a constitutional right to
vote for your representation, from
the highest office of the president of
the United States down to your
local district leaders.

How you utilize that precious
vote can either keep us with the tax-
ation/representation that we cur-
rently have or we can create a “New
American Revolution.” 

As American’s, no matter our
political affiliations, let’s agree to
disagree, but we don’t have to be
disagreeable. As members of the
New American Revolution let’s
stop voting blindly according to
party affiliations.

As members of the newly
formed New American Revolution
let’s simply agree to elect leaders
who will not only make us “clap our
hands.” Let’s agree to only elect
men and women who will also
make all Americans also “stomp
their feet,” “shout hooray” and in
unison “do all three.’

As citizens of the greatest coun-
try in the world, we deserve nothing
less! Knowledge is power!

Harry Paden is an Irvington resi-
dent and chief executive officer
of HP Inc., an educational con-
sulting company. He can be
reached at 973-580-2496, or
harry_paden@hotmail.com, or
comments can be posted on his
website at; www.hpinc-consult-
ant.com.

Knowledge
Is Power
By Harry Paden

EXPRESSIVE CAST — Orange High School students participate in the April to 14 to 16 production of ‘Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.’

Change the process
The state legislative districts have been redrawn. This hap-

pens every 10 years after the Census data has been released.
The only conclusion that can be reached after watching the
process is this: There has to be another way that is more fair to
state residents. In short, the process is too political, designed
to keep powerful legislators in office and to redraw districts to
assure that one party dominates the Assembly and Senate. It
should not be that way. It only benefits politicians and special
interests.

Redistricting is called for in the state Constitution. Every 10
years the state’s 40 legislative districts must be redrawn to
reflect population changes. This redistricting is mandated in
the state Constitution to give the roughly 220,000 residents in
each district fair representation in the Legislature.  

But the process as defined by the New Jersey Apportion-
ment Commission lends itself to political maneuvering. The
two state party chairmen each select five members for the
commission. An 11th member is selected by state Chief Justice
Stuart Rabner. That member will cast a tie-breaking vote. 

This year, there was not even an attempt at collaboration.
The Democrats drew their map, the Republicans drew their
map, and in the end, the tie breaker voted for the Democratic
plan. One independent group, Bayshore Tea Party, tried to
place an alternative map into consideration, but it was not
taken seriously by the commission. Bayshore Tea Party has
since filed a lawsuit, contending the final map exhibited ger-
rymandering and was unconstitutional.

The current process for redistricting is all wrong, another
example of politicians commandeering a necessary part of
American democracy and turning it to their own advantage.
Redistricting is needed to give all residents a fair and equal
voice in politics. Instead, we have districts redrawn to give
powerful representatives weak opponents on election day or
have political opponents being pushed out of office. This is
similar to the state pension system, which also is needed, but
which has been abused by the powerful or the corrupt for their
own advantage. How does this help state residents? It doesn’t. 

Here’s what we need. For starters, more public input for the
process, which would lessen the self-serving decisions the leg-
islators are now making. Qualified public representatives with
voting power equal to one of the political parties should be
selected by the chief justice, which would be merely an expan-
sion of his current role. And the starting point for all discus-
sions should be a politically neutral map, reconfigured strictly
in terms of population changes.  

Another 10 years will pass before the next redistricting. The
movement to change the process must start now. 

Earth Day
Last week’s Community Forum page was filled to the brim

with Board of Education editorials and letters due to Wednes-
day’s election. As a result, an editorial comment on Earth Day,
which was observed on Friday, was pushed to the side. But we
feel its cause and purpose are more than important enough to
warrant attention, even if it were a week late. The spirit of
Earth Day, after all, is one that should be remembered, and
practiced, year round.

Earth Day’s roots date back to 1970 when Sen. Gaylord
Nelson of Wisconsin, responding to what he saw as wide-
spread environmental degradation, hosted a “teach-in” to bring
youth to his cause. What evolved during the years has been a
call to take care of the Earth, its environment and its ecosys-
tems by raising awareness that a concerted effort by people
can make a big difference.

Most years, Earth Day means community members will be
in the parks and playgrounds, picking up trash and doing what
they can to help keep the Earth clean. While their efforts are
noble and we applaud them for such, their cause is one that
should be shouted on high from mountain tops: Keep the Earth
clean all the time! One day a year draws attention to a cause
that should be yearlong. It should be a lifestyle choice. It
should be practiced as well as preached.

Litter and trash should never be seen in a park, other than in
the proper receptacles. Communities should be doing all they
can to provide recycling of any and all materials capable of
being reused. Energy, particularly unsustainable energy,
should never be squandered. Simply turning off the lights and
the television when you leave the room, or installing energy-
efficient appliances the next time you need to buy new ones,
can go a long way. 

We have but one planet. It is a shame that we honor its exis-
tence only one day a year. We should be thankful for all that
has been provided to us and ever mindful and respectful of
what we have. And we should be expressing that gratitude by
not disrespecting the Earth in the first place. 

Don’t litter. Remember to recycle. Remember that this
Earth is our home, and we better make sure to take care of it.
So we ask you, the next time you are out walking and you spy
a piece of trash blowing in the wind, consider running after it.
Consider how nice the Earth would look if everyone did that.

Belated Happy Earth Day. Respect for our home all year
long can easily create a much healthier planet. 


