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Griffa named to fifth term on school board
Mayor selects Small-Bailey, an administrator in the Englewood district, to serve

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

One member will continue a
career that has lasted more than a
decade while another will begin a
new one after they were sworn into
terms on the Orange Board of Edu-
cation.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
administered the oath of office Fri-
day to Arthur J. Griffa and Daniele
Small-Bailey. They were selected by
Hawkins to three-year terms under
what the mayor says is the “Call to
Service” initiative.

Under the city’s form of govern-

ment, Hawkins has the ability to
select school board members. He
said Griffa and Small-Bailey were
chosen after they submitted applica-
tions and were interviewed by a
selection committee.

Griffa begins his fifth term on the
school board. He joined it in 1998
under former Mayor Mims Hackett
Jr. and has served as its president for
four years and as its vice president
for four years.

While Griffa has been a member
of the board’s Human Resources
and Budget committees, his largest
contribution came as the chairman

of its Facilities Committee.
During his 12 years on the board,

the Colgate administration building
at Main and Cleveland streets was
demolished and the Rosa Parks
School was constructed on the site.
Renovation and expansion projects
were also completed at Park Avenue
and Lincoln Avenue schools.

Griffa is a retired YMCA execu-
tive. He served as president and
chief executive officer of the
YMCA of Jersey City, associate
general executive of the YMCA of
Buffalo, N.Y. and in other YMCA
leadership positions. He also has

served on the city’s Master Plan
committee and as president of the
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Council.

“I am happy to continue to serve
as a board member, to help our
schools advance in hiring experi-
enced personnel, and to bring new
and better facilities to our communi-
ty,”  Griffa said in a statement.

Small-Bailey replaces another
longtime educator, former Orange
principal Maxine Johnson, on the
board. Small-Bailey serves as assis-
tant principal of the Dr. John Grieco
Elementary School in Englewood

and had the same position in that
city’s Janis E. Dismus Middle
School and Liberty Alternative
School.

Before her arrival in Englewood,
Small-Bailey was a mathematics
teacher at the Hubbard Middle
School in Plainfield and Sojourner
Truth Middle School in East
Orange.

Members of the selection com-
mittee included Hawkins’ chief of
staff, Stephanie Gidigbi, Council-
woman Linda Jones Bell, who also
is employed by the district; and dis-
trict employee Chris Sabin.

Police
worker
loses on
charges

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The city was successful in
defending the police departmen-
tjury in a sexual harassment case
decided last week in Superior
Court.

A jury hearing police employee
Yolanda Williams’ complaint
before Judge Paul Vichness found
against her in case that involved
former and current police personnel
and a municipal judge. 

Williams presented allegations
of sexual harassment and miscon-
duct against former Municipal
Judge Eric Pennington, former
police Lt. Robert McCauley and
current police Capt. Aric Webster.
Eldridge Hawkins Sr., father of
Orange’s mayor, said he would file
a motion for a new trial.

The elder Hawkins has enjoyed
a good track record representing
plaintiffs against municipalities and
police departments. His most
notable recent win came at the
expense of Marvin Braker,
Orange’s city attorney who serves
in that same capacity for Irvington.

Braker defended the township
when Hawkins won a $1 million
jury award for an ex-Irvington
police officer who sued her former
employers and the town for reverse
discrimination.

Webster referred any questions
about the jury decision to Police
Director John Rappaport, who
could not be reached by press time.

Braker was a more forthcoming
with his reaction: “I am extremely
pleased with the outcome,” said
Braker.

Student art on display

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Works by students from throughout the state was shown by the Art Educators of New Jersey in Newark earli-
er this month. Efforts created by students from Orange appear on Page 2.

City students learn
about life choices
at a teen summit
Seminars, personal activities
highlight message of ‘success’

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Teen residents were invited to
learn about “Winning the Game
of Life” during the school dis-
trict’s Teen Summit in Lincoln
Avenue School.

Saturday’s event featured a
series of seminars, workshops and
performances that were geared
toward dispensing the life lessons
and skills needed to be successful
in school and the larger world.

“It was a day of extraordinary
learning, fun and food, but we
were there because we want the
kids to start taking life more seri-
ously and to start taking their aca-
demics more seriously,” said
Laura Sacks, the school nurse at
the Orange Preparatory Academy
who was among the event organ-
izers.

“We held the summit at the
elementary school because there
was a play being put on at our
school,” she continued. “I under-
stand there is a lot going on in our
students’ lives, but I don’t feel
that they’re not taking their aca-
demics and their lives as serious-
ly as they should. I think they
were given insight into the fact
that they can do things when they
really want to do things by all of
the speakers, and the great people
who came to talk to them.”

Among the workshops presen-
ters were Jeffrey A. Robinson,
assistant professor at the Rutgers
Business School and an advocate

for community economic devel-
opment; Reginald Rosarion,
assistant director of education and
outreach at Planned Parenthood
of Metropolitan New Jersey; and
Matt Stevens, an academic coun-
selor at Kean University who dis-
cussed social networking.

Students who attended the
summit also participate in a dance
class taught by Deborah Rembert,
an instructor in the Orange School
District and several local dance
studios. 

They played basketball with
guest coach and former Orange
resident, Lade “Majic” Prophete,
founder of a nonprofit company
aimed at re-directing at risk
youth; a session with a young
entrepreneur and recently pub-
lished author, Scott McKenzie, on
how to “Turn Your Craft into
Cash;” and makeovers by makeup
artist William Marshall, whose
work has been featured in
Essence, Vanity Fair and Rolling
Stone.

“Years ago, Miss Sacks used to
plan these kinds of conferences,
but she hadn’t done one in a
while,: said Linnie Mondestin,
academy teacher and event organ-
izer. “This year, with all the things
that are going on with the kids, she
said that she wanted to do some-
thing because there was so much
going on. We were having a con-
versation and her daughter had
given her the names of Jeffrey
Robinson and Alex Elli. I know

Troy Bell, and it just became
something that was bigger than it
was intended to be and it worked
out. We had a good turnout, the
kids had a good day, and it was a
really good, positive event.”

Satish Van Eckelen, 17, said he
believed Saturday’s program was
beneficial.

“I want to be a detective and a
computer expert as a career, so I
will be majoring in criminal jus-
tice and computers in college. I
think that my time in the Orange

public schools has prepared me
well to pursue those goals,” Van
Eckelen said. “The summit was
good because it was basically
telling us that we have a future if
we just believe in ourselves and
act like the leaders and individuals
that we are. It all depends on what
we want to do as individuals
because we are free to make our
own choices for our lives. But we
have to try to make sure that we
make the right decisions for our
futures.”

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Motivational speaker Alex Ellis addresses male
students from Orange High School and the Orange
Preparatory Academy during Saturday’s Teen
Summit at Lincoln Avenue School.

Program
looks to 
parents

Approximately 100 parents
learned about educational issues
Saturday when three school groups
in Orange presented an annual par-
ents’ conference.

The PTA/PTO/PTSO District
Council, with assistance by person-
nel from the Orange School District
and Orange Education Association,
discussed “Parents and Teachers
Raising the Academic Bar II” in the
Orange Preparatory Academy.

Among the workshops was one
concerning student bullying and
harassment presented by Jocelyn
Easley, the district’s guidance
supervisor, and school guidance
counselor Jennie Rosen.

With testing set to begin in early
May, Kathryn Carter, the district’s
assistant director of language arts,
spoke about details and importance
of the N.J. Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge for elementary and
middle school students.

Parents were given suggestions
in “Helping Your Child Improve in
Reading” as Denise Trott  led the
workshop and Samara Malaman
translated for Spanish-speaking
parents. 

Schools close
early today

Students in Orange’s public
schools will be dismissed today
at 12:30 p.m. to begin the
spring recess. Students will
return May 1.

Transcript offices
to be closed Friday

The offices of the Orange
Transcript will be closed Friday
in observation of Good Friday.
They will reopen Monday with
the regular deadlines:

• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to
eorecord@yahoo.com.

For more information, con-
tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.

Nonprofits can list
on new website

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages on
the Orange Transcript’s new
website, orangenjnavigtor.com,
which can provide text, video
and audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail  hurt
@mytownnavigator.com

YWCA has plenty
of senior activities

Senior residents who want to
keep active can join friends on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the
YWCA of Essex and West
Hudson.

• The Arthritis Foundation
presents an exercise class to
help seniors with mobility and
flexibility on both days at 10
a.m. There is a per-class fee.

• St. Michael’s Hospital has
a heart health program on the
second and third Thursdays of
each month at 11:30 a.m.

The YWCA is at Main Street
and Lincoln Avenue. For more
information, contact the office
at 973-674-8600.


