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City Council
budget reviews
begin tonight

The City Council’s review
of the 2011 budget is scheduled
to begin tonight with the first of
four evenings of hearings with
departmental directors.

• Tonight: Administration,
Finance, Planning.

• Friday: Community Ser-
vices, Fire.

• Tuesday: Public Works and
Engineering, Library, City
Clerk’s Office.

• March 10: Municipal
Court, Law, Police.

Each hearing is scheduled to
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the coun-
cil chambers inside City Hall,
29 N. Day St.

Basketball squad
falls in sectional

The Orange High School
boys’ varsity basketball team
lost to No. 13 seed West Essex,
58-55, Monday in the first
round of the state North Jersey
Section 2, Group 2 tournament.

Joe Fusco made two free
throws with 3.8 seconds
remaining and Jake Handler
then stole the inbounds pass to
clinch the win for 13th-seeded
West Essex at Jesse Miles
Gymnasium.

Khalid Muhammad had 21
points for Orange, which was
seeded fourth.

District dancers
to perform at mall

Students from Park Avenue
and Heywood Avenue schools
will perform for shoppers next
week as the Livingston Mall
hosts the Essex County Educa-
tion Association’s Pride Expo.

Members of the Heywood
and Park Dance Ensemble will
appear March 10 at 6:30 p.m.
on the second floor. The specif-
ic site was not available.

The associations’s exposi-
tion will feature live perform-
ances, demonstrations, class-
room projects, artwork and
sculptures.  

Schools will receive slight increase in aid
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Board of Education members and district officials may

face tough decisions in the next few weeks as they work to
resolve a budget that will receive a minimal increase in state
aid.

A spokeswoman with the Orange School District said
Tuesday the board is scheduled to meet today at 6 p.m. in the
district’s administration building to review and approve the
budget for submission to the Essex County superintendent’s
office for its study. Friday is the deadline for districts to send
their proposed tabs to the county.

State education officials last week informed Orange coun-
terparts that the district is projected to receive $64.1 million
in aid for the 2011-12 school year. It represents an increase
of $780,136 — 1.2 percent — less than the 3 percent  aver-

age increase provided to districts statewide.
The amount does not include preschool aid, which in pre-

vious years has been added at a later date. Orange has
received $9 million in preschool aid during this and the
2009-10 school years.

A telephone message left Tuesday for Adekunle James,
the district’s business administrator, seeking comment was
not returned.

In February, one month after Gov. Chris Christie was
inaugurated, he ordered the suspension of $475 million in aid
payments to districts and ordered the districts to utilize what
was termed “excess” surplus funds. Orange was one of the
more fortunate districts. With a smaller percentage of surplus
than most districts, Orange was forced to use just $34,228.
Christie’s executive order was upheld by an appeals court in
June.

The district, however, did not escape the revenue knife for
the 2010-11 school year. In late March, Christie’s proposed
budget, which was approved by the Legislature last June,
called for a reduction of more than $800 million in aid to dis-
tricts. Orange lost $3.9 million, and that news came just
before the deadline for submitting budgets to the county
superintendent.

Orange’s increase is part of a $249.3 million increase in
state aid to school districts in Christie’s proposed 2012 fiscal-
year budget, of which $218.4 million is basic education aid.

Statewide, school districts are projected to receive $8.1
billion in aid, which includes funding for debt service and
other categories. Combined with payments related to district
employees, such as pension, health insurance and the
employer share of Social Security, $10.2 billion is devoted to
public schools.

Getting wordy

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Representatives of the East Orange Rotary Club visited Forest Street School recently to present dictionaries
to third-grade students. The distribution is part of the national organization’s annual program which encour-
ages literacy through the expansion of vocabulary.

Cleveland
backers
press for
funding

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

A delegation from Orange was
expected to travel to Trenton to
express concern about the omission
of the Cleveland Street School from
a list of school construction proj-
ects that will receive state funding.

The group — including North
Ward Councilwoman Tency Eason,
Superinten-
dent Ronald
Lee and rep-
resentatives
of some of the
district’s par-
ent-teacher
organizations
— was sched-
uled to attend
Wednesday’s
meeting of the
School Devel-
opment Authority board. The
authority is responsible for over-
seeing school construction projects
in New Jersey.

The delegation that traveled to
the scheduled 10 a.m. meeting
included Lee, Eason and students
and their parents. They were to use
a school bus from the district to
make the trip instead of chartering
a private bus.

Eason, who also serves as vice
president of Cleveland Street’s
PTA, said the group wanted to ask
board members to reconsider its
decision to put the school’s rede-
velopment on hold. It is a project
which has been discussed for near-
ly a decade.

While he lives close to the Lin-
coln Avenue School which, with
the Park Avenue School, was reno-
vated and expanded through state
funds, city Democratic Committee
member William Hathaway said he
planned to attend. Hathaway said
he became involved because he
believed it would help the city.

“I think it’s going to make a dif-
ference because of the participation
of the kids, parents and other edu-
cation advocates going down there
to bring their case directly to the
people who are making the deci-
sions that are affecting their lives.” 

On Feb. 15, Gov. Chris Christie
announced the results of a “com-
prehensive review” that resulted in
the recommendation to advance 10
projects totaling $584 million. The
sites are in Bridgeton, Elizabeth,
Long Branch, New Brunswick,
Newark and West New York, as
well as two each in Paterson and
Jersey City.

Christie said the selection of the
10 projects was part of his adminis-
tration’s “complete revamping” of
the Schools Development Authori-
ty construction program. The gov-
ernor added it was the “first-ever”
statewide prioritization of SDA
school-construction projects that he
said was designed to bring
“accountability to the spending of
hundreds of millions of taxpayer
dollars annually.”

Assemblywoman Mila Jasey, a
former member of the South
Orange-Maplewood Board of Edu-
cation, questioned the criteria that
was used to select construction
projects. Slowly, other legislators,
including Republicans in Christie’s
party, have come to express reser-
vations on the schools selected for
renovation.

Hawkins objects to UEZ fund diversion
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.

has expressed dismay at several
proposals regarding Urban Enter-
prise Zones which came out of
Trenton last week.

In his budget presentation to
the  Legislature last week, Gov.
Chris Christie proposed having
the state retain sales tax revenues
collected in the 32 zones
statewide for a second consecu-
tive year. State officials project
the collection of approximately
$300 million during the 2012 fis-
cal year.

Eligible businesses in Urban
Enterprise Zones have been per-
mitted to charge one-half of the
state’s sales tax, currently 3½ per-
cent, since the program began in
the early 1980s. Orange was in the
first group of municipalities to
enter the program.

What may cause more conster-
nation among municipal officials
where UEZ zones are located are
the results of a study issued last
week that recommends ending the
program. 

Among the conclusions of the
376-page report, compiled by the
New Jersey Institute of Technolo-
gy, Delta Development Group and
HR&A Advisors, is that for the
period 2002 to 2008, each dollar
spent in an Urban Enterprise Zone
resulted in only 8 cents in state
revenue.

Another of the study’s findings
was that much of the revenue col-
lected, most of which was to be
retained by the local programs for
use within the zones, was little
used for business improvement.
Such improvements, the study
stated, would include items such
as store renovations and business
development.

While the study recommended
retaining most of the program’s

benefits locally, such as tax cred-
its for new employment and pur-
chases by businesses, it suggested
state oversight could be accom-
plished in a streamlined manner.
More than 135 state and local
employees were involved handling
program matters, the study stated.

In a letter to legislators,
Hawkins wrote the UEZ program
has helped Orange as it attempts to
attract commercial interest to the
city.

“The Urban Enterprise Zone
program has been at the heart
of our tax stabilization and rede-
velopment strategy,” Hawkins
wrote. “We are using UEZ funds to
attract additional private invest-
ment, especially to spur develop-
ment within walking distance of

public transportation.”
Orange’s accomplishments

with program funds during his
administration, wrote Hawkins,
included a market study to form
commercial strategies, formation
of a plan to recruit businesses, and
the creation of an e-mail database
of people who shop in Orange so
businesses could market them-
selves at a low cost.

“As the plans are in the first
stages of implementation, the UEZ
funds that we need to carry them
out are being taken away,” wrote
Hawkins.

Hawkins wrote the city’s pro-
gram would use its remaining
funds to launch a website, Discov-
er Orange, that he wrote would
market Orange and its businesses
in order to attract new residents,
shoppers and merchants.

Officials in the Christie admin-
istration have stressed in the media
that the governor has not endorsed
the study’s findings at this time.
They said he could, however, use
some of the results as he continued
to work on economic development
statewide.

Mayor, laid-off firefighter in TV debate
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. and a laid-off

firefighter debated on a cable television net-
work regarding issues affecting public fund-
ing and public employees.

Hawkins and Cleophas Bell appeared on a
Cable News Network segment that focused on
the fiscal challenges that face local govern-
ments nationwide. The piece explored the rea-
sons behind the current crisis in public fund-
ing and the tactics of laying off previously
“untouchable” public employees. Those posi-
tions, such as police officers and firefighters,
had always been treated as sacrosanct in more
prosperous times, but now are being reduced
as cost-cutting  measures.

Hawkins said while the layoffs of munici-

pal employees in January  was “unfortunate,”
the moves were “necessary.” Bell countered
that the fiscal belt-tightening, at the expense
of dedicated employees such as himself and
the other city employees who were trying to
build productive, meaningful lives by living
and working in the city was also “unfair.”

Yvonne Eichner, another former Fire
Department employee and city resident who
was laid off, agreed with Bell. Eichner said
that lost in the rush to cut the costs of public-
sector jobs was the human “costs” of doing
so.

“They kicked us to the curb and nobody is
helping us,” said Eichner. “It’s a very low
time for me right now because I’m one of the
people who just got laid off from the Orange
Fire Department. It’s terrible.”

Eichner said while it is understandable, and
even justifiable, for Hawkins to emphasize the
positive impact of the layoffs on Orange’s
budget to justify the actions he took, the mayor
did not seem to understand that “everything
and everyone in the city is connected.” That
means, said Eichner, every job lost is also a
loss for the city since more people will not be
able to pay property taxes or meet other obli-
gations. That, she added, might mean having
to relocate to help make ends meet.

“I’m a single parent and a widow who has
a son in college and my daughter is in Catholic
school. I’m trying to do it all by myself,” said
Eichner. “It’s no consolation at all because
we’re still out of work and nobody’s helping
us. My sister also worked for the city in the
Payroll Department, but she got laid off, too.”

Eligible businesses in Urban Enterprise
Zones have been permitted to charge one-
half of the state’s sales tax, currently 3½
percent, since the program began in the
early 1980s.

Study suggests program’s elimination, cites low return for state

Eason


