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Meet the Cake Boss
Win two VIP passes to State
Fair Meadowlands and meet
Buddy Valastro, the Cake Boss,
as he unveils his massive
anniversary cake for the fair. 

Details on Page B5 inside.

Brotherhood Day
events scheduled

Young males are being
urged to attend the annual
Brotherhood Day on Saturday
at the Park Avenue School.

The program begins with
refreshments at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by workshops and other
activities. Contact Reginald
Miller at 973-675-5617 for
additional information. 

School personnel
will be honored

The city’s school retirees
will be among the personnel
honored Monday when the
school district has its annual
staff recognition ceremony at 4
p.m. in the Lincoln Avenue
School gymnasium.

Also honored will be Gover-
nor’s Education Professional
honorees, New Jersey Teacher
of the Year nominees, and
crossing guards and staff who
have reached 25 years of dis-
trict service.

Contact Erica Stewart at
973-677-4000, ext. 6038, for
tickets or addition information.

OHS graduation
set for June 24

Seniors at Orange High
School will take their special
walk next week as they receive
their diplomas during the
school’s annual commencement
ceremony.

The program is scheduled
June 24 at 6 p.m. at the Codey
Arena, Northfield Avenue, West
Orange.

Mayor opposes bill to ease apartment checks
Legislation in Senate would make local annual inspections a once-every-five year state task

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said the city
plans to protect renters by taking on what he
called the “slumlord protection” legislation
making its way through the state Legislature.

Hawkins said last week he is opposed a
bill that amends the state’s Hotel and Multi-
ple Dwelling Law enacted in 1967. The law
gave municipalities the option of annual
inspections because, the belief was at the
time, urban tenants were often victimized by
“slumlords” who often had no intention of
maintaining their buildings.

Another concern was that there were
inexperienced or undercapitalized property
owners who lacked the funds or knowledge
to provide upkeep as mandated by state law.

Proponents of the new bill say that under
the 1967 law, the state inspects apartments
once every five years. That overlap with
municipal inspections, plus the fees land-
lords may be required to pay a municipality
for apartment registration and inspection, is
the reason for the push to drop the annual
local checks.

Hawkins said if the bill becomes law, it
would protect bad landlords and make it eas-
ier for them to allow unsafe and unsanitary
conditions in their buildings. The Senate
Community and Urban Affairs Committee
has approved the proposal and sent it to the
full Senate.

Hawkins said he, his “fellow urban may-
ors” and the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities have been urging legislators

to vote against the measure.
“Our annual inspections protect tenants

by assuring all rental properties are main-
tained in safe and sanitary conditions,”
Hawkins said. “In this recession, we have a
growing problem of foreclosures, which
leads directly to lack of maintenance. We
also have a growing immigrant population
reluctant to report unsafe and unsanitary con-
ditions to municipal authorities.”

Hawkins said the issue raised by the bill
is not new. He said American cities have set
standards for the construction and mainte-
nance of multiple dwellings for more than a
century. Hawkins stressed that while most
landlords maintain their buildings, “bad”
landlords are concentrated in cities, especial-
ly in the poorest neighborhoods.

“Eliminating annual inspections would be
harmful to urban renters at any time, but it is
a particularly bad idea in a national financial
crisis when housing deterioration is on the
rise,” said Hawkins. “While renters always
have the ability to contact local or state hous-
ing officials to complain about dangerous
conditions, those who are elderly, disabled,
uneducated, low income, or have difficulty
speaking English often do not speak up.”

The reason tenants often do not complain
is fear, said Hawkins said.

“They fear retaliation or eviction,”
Hawkins said. “Many are unaware of their
rights or don‘t even know who to contact
with a complaint.”

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed
to this article.

City man
indicted
in murder

By Philip Sean Curran
Staff Writer

An Orange man has been indict-
ed in the slaying of a Maplewood
resident he met through a chat
room, authorities said Monday.

John Staten allegedly used an
iron to bludgeon Arthur S. Downey
III in Downey’s apartment on
Henry Place on March 15,
2010, according to the Essex Coun-
ty Prosecutor’s Office. Downey
died of asphyxiation. Authorities
announced Staten was indicted for
murder and related charges, saying
he allegedly stole Downey’s Chevy
Trail Blazer, an X Box and other
items. He faces life in prison if con-
victed of all the offenses.

Authorities would not disclose
details about why the two men
were together. They previously
indicated the chat room where the
two met was gay-themed, but on
Monday declined to identify the
name of the chat room. Last year,
then acting Essex County Prosecu-
tor Robert D. Laurino raised the
possibility Downey had been killed
because of his sexual orientation.

Staten was not charged with a
bias crime, said Katherine Carter, a
spokeswoman for acting Essex
County Prosecutor Carolyn Mur-
ray.

Staten, 31, has been held in the
Essex County Correctional Facility
on $1 million bail since his arrest in
October 2010. His next court date
is July 5.

Downey, 27, was the first homi-
cide victim in Maplewood last year.
A roommate discovered Downey
unresponsive on his bed, and police
arrived on the scene at around 6:55
a.m. He was pronounced dead
about 30 minutes later.

Flushing of hydrants continue
City officials announced United Water will contin-

ue to flush hydrants throughout the city through next
week. The process began Tuesday.

Crews are scheduled to work between 5 and 11
a.m. in these areas, between the East Orange and West
Orange borders:

• Today: Highland Avenue to Tremont Avenue;
• Monday: Highland Avenue to Interstate 280,

including Central Avenue;
• Tuesday: Route 280 to Main Street, including

Main Street;
• Wednesday: Main Street to Lakeside area;
• Thursday: North of Lakeside to northern borders.

Low pressure or discoloration may occur, but city
officials said the water would be safe to drink. They
noted some residents might wish to wait until the dis-
coloration has cleared before washing clothes or dish-
es and utensils.

In a statement, United Water officials said hydrant
flushing allows for the continued distribution of clean
water as it removes minerals that collect within the
water mains. Flushing also, they said, provides the fire
department with assurances that the hydrants are func-
tioning properly. 

Residents who want more information can contact
United Water at 866-893-0546.

The ABCs of winning

Photo Courtesy Orange Recreation Division
The ABC’s, with head coach Bernice Budhu and assistant coach Marques
Bragg, beat the Buckeyes, 16-4, Saturday to capture its third consecutive T-Ball
championship in the city’s Monte Irvin Youth Baseball League at Metcalf Park.

Contemplating a move

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
An Oakwood Avenue School student studies his hand during a recent bridge
tournament in New York City. Students from Oakwood and Park Avenue schools
did well in the competition. Story, additional photo on Page 3.

Sharpe
joins
library
board

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
last week announced an appoint-
ment to fill a vacancy on the
Orange Public Library board.

Hawkins said the decision to
select Esney M. Sharpe for the
board was easy. He said he
believed her fundraising ability
and management skills will be
valuable in transforming the city’s
“troubled” historic library.

“Esney M. Sharpe is an excep-
tionally well-qualified longtime
Orange resident who will be a
leader in our communitywide
effort to transform the library,”
said Hawkins. “She has extensive
management and fundraising expe-
rience for nonprofit organizations.
Her skills are extremely valuable
as we seek funds to restore the
library.”

In filling vacancies on Orange’s
unpaid boards, Hawkins said his
“Call to Service” program has
allowed him to find what he
believed were the most dedicated,
best informed and highly experi-
enced city residents through an
application process.

“We will continue to actively
recruit citizens to participate in the
leadership of our city,” said
Hawkins. “The library is heavily
used by Orange residents of every
age, and the building itself is one
of the treasures of our city. It is a
registered national historic site
built in 1901 and designed in clas-
sic Greek style by Stanford White,
one of America’s greatest archi-
tects at the turn of the 20th century.
That’s why preservation of the
library building is central to our
city’s plans for redevelopment.”

Sharpe has served as manager
of facilities services and executive
assistant to the president of Newark
Community Health Centers and as
a trustee of the 100 Legacy Acade-
my Charter School in Newark.

Sharpe has a master’s degree in
theology from the International
School of the Apostles in Newark
in addition to a bachelor’s from the
Provision of Promise International
Bible Training School of Ministry
in Newark. There, she was a theol-
ogy major and had a minor in busi-
ness administration.

“My plans are to work with my
fellow board members to improve
the library’s service, funding and
infrastructure,” Sharpe said. “Resi-
dents want a clean, safe and friend-
ly place conducive to learning,
reading and studying. I understand
business and will work to help the
library become financially strong.”

Sharpe said while the library
exists to serve the public with
knowledge, the fiscal realities of
managing and maintaining it can-
not be overlooked. She said that is
where her fundraising and manage-
ment skills will be put to use.

“In today’s economy, our
libraries are faced with the chal-
lenge of trying to provide excel-
lence on a very limited budget,”
said Sharpe.

Tubman’s
story is
on stage

The life of Underground Rail-
road conductor Harriet Tubman
will be presented on stage this
week in three performances at Luna
Stage.

Karen Jones Meadows, the
writer of “Harriet’s Return,” will
portray more than 30 characters in
her one-woman presentation
beeginning Friday at 7 p.m. Addi-
tional performances are scheduled
for Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday
at 3 p.m.

“Harriet’s Return” chronicles
Tubman, whose life spanned nine
decades and still influences the
consciousness of people around the
world. Meadows will tell Tubman’s
story through the characters she
portrays.

Luna Stage is at 555 Valley St.,
in the Arts District section of
Orange and West Orange. Call 973-
395-5551 or visit its website:
www.lunastage.org for tickets and
additional information.

Allegedly met
victim during
Internet chat


