ORANGE RECEIVES $964,000 COPS GRANT

By Dhiren Shah

cderal Grants are ool easy 1o
F_I.'.I.’.‘Ih it in these rough eco-

nomic  tmes.  From  New
Jersey, 305  police  depanimenis
applicd  for  the COPS  Hiring
Recovery Prognum moncy. Omnge is
one of he 18 police depanments 0
reccive such a grant.  Maltionally,
Pittsburgh,  Howston,  Seaiile  and
Flhiocnix were among  the roughly
G0 applications ngjected

Al w news conference beld a2
pm on July 31st ar the Polhdll
Justice Complex,

29 N Park St oin Orange, and
attended by Senalor Frank
Lautenberg. Mayor Eldridge
Huwking, Ir annoonced that Ormngee
would be meceiving 3904000 from
the fedeml COPS program io hire
five police officers for il nexi
three wears. COPS 15 the Justice
Department's OMice of Commumnily

funding comes from  (he  federal
recoverny  progonum, amd competition
for e granis was iniense.

The COPs funding 15 in addition
1o the recent fedeml stumulus gramt of
52501503 received by Orange [mom
e Edward Byvrne Memoral Justice
Assistance Gramd Program (JAG) for
the purchase of live Ford Crown
Victona police cars cquipped with

radios and  mobile  data werminls,
funding of two current oflicer
salaries,  and  deskiop  computer

upgrdes for the police crand admin-
istrmlor.

Mavor Hawkins, himsell a police
officer in neighboring West Orange,
tpok the occasion of the news con-
ference W mmounce dal cnme wias
down in Orange in all categones in
e vear since e ook office com-
parcd to the prior vear, a 2.
overall reduction. He attnbuted (e
reduction in crime 0 the cilv's
reliance on ils new strategy of con-
munity  policing  and  smd  tha

Onented  Policing services,  The

i

Orange won the  stimuolus  Tunding
bocause the grants are specifically
targeted 1w help cities with suecess-
ful community policing  inifGatives,
Mavor Howkins stated. "1 wami
i thank Semmtors Frnk Laoienberg
and Robert Blznende: anid
Congressman - Donald  Payne  or
helping us secure this funding 1w
cxpand our communiiy  policing,
Orange 45 prool  thal  communiiy
policing works. We've reduced crime
because ihe Creange Police
Depamment works 365 days a wear
with comimanity  groups and individ-
wils o idemify cnminals and crime
ot spots and o bring cnminals 1o

justice, Cur community  policing has

included a successful Gun Buyback
Progrm; Operation Park and Walk,
where officers park their cars and
walk along major thoroughfares: a
fast  response  complainl  sysiem
cnabling police 1o monitor crime
"hot spots” reported by citizens, plus
Adopt a School, Adopt a Strect, and
Adopt a Church programs in which
oflicers  volundanly  paicipale  in
communily  affmirs.  We  expanded
Crnme Walch sctivities and energized
neighborhood  Police  Communiis
Council mestings with regular atien-
dace of the Police Director and top
police officials.”

Wil thas gramt funding,  police
officers in Orange will be betier
prepared oo perform their duties,
The COPs gmnt s a proven pr-
gram that has Dbelped drive down
crime and strengihen communitics.

After wvears of misguided  budger
cuts, 1 am pleased that the progrm
once again has the full support of
ithe White Housc and will pat olfi-
cers o owork enhancing  safety  and
secunty m our neighborboods.”  slat-
ed Senaior Frank R, Lawienberg”

"Moo mutter the cconomic climue,
we can never ket our guard down when
il comes (o projecting our families and
keepang our citkes safe Trom gangs,
from viokence, and from the new threpts
we face a5 a nation Every  mayor
knows their fimst responsibility 5 (o
keep their commumity  safe - Mavor
Havwking has done that. and done i
well, This investment in our lass
enforcement and our secarity will help
i keep the sireeis of Chrange safe and
provide budactary reliel during these
tough times "

Police Diirector John Rappapon
stated, "I am extremely grafified that
our department has received  these
Munds, Bodgets are difficult 0 man-
age in these bhamd economic times.
Palice officer jobs are a1 stake, This
cndeavar is imporant 1o the Ciy and
its citizens and the officers wlho will
[ am sure continne 10 provide both
elficient and proficient service 1 our
commmigy.”

In reply 1o my question abour e
difference between st vear and this
vear response ome from 911 calls,
Dircctor Rapappon stated that they do
ol Bave any  statistics, bul with (e
commpilation of repors, they can siake
il the response time o 15 Taster than
helore



