Orange launches campaign to require maintenance,
security and registration of ahandoned properties

avor Eldridge Hawkins, Jr
announced thm Orange has
begun enlorcement of its new

ordinance reguiring  the owners of
vicant abandoned propertics (o register
their properties and maintain them

Ordinance Moo 14-20097  passed
unpnimcusly by the Ciy Council on
July “4h, requires the regisiraiion of
abandoned  properties

A5 defined by the ordinance,
maintenance means: free of  all
woeds, dry bushes, dead wvegetation,
junk, debris. building  material  and
garbage. There cani be any  accumi-
lation of fyvers. notices. discarded
personil dems of any sorn that give
the appearance that the property iz
vicani or abandoned.  The property
owner  must  remove  any grafTi
Visible front side vards and back
vards must be kepr properly  land-
scaped according o code.

[ addition, securing the property
means: the closure and locking of
windows, doors dincluding garage),
gulters and any other opemings.  In
the case of windows, they must con-
tain glass or be boarded up. The law
also requires that the propermy  mad-
ager's name, address and  24-hour
contat phone number be posied on
ihe propery,

On Wednesday, July 29h, Valerie

Jacksom, [nrector of Planming and
Development sent cermified leters out
ie all owners of wvacant properiies
requiring them o register (heir prop-
criees with the City withm 10 days of
the motice. Information aboul the mew
ahandoned properiies law and a regis-
iration form for owners of vacant
properiics 1s posied on the Qrange
wighsilg

Statement by Mavor  Eldndge
Hawkins, Jr With the recession and
mecreasing  fereclosures, oo many
cwners of vacant properies are failing
to mamtain them. Al our recent Chaaltly
of Life Public Forum, thizs was a
comman  complaint With  the
cooperation of the City Coungil, Drange
has now pui the owners of vacanl
properties on notice tat they must keep
their propertics in decent condition or
face penalties.”

Statement by Valerie  Jacksom,
Director of Planning and Development

This ordinance 15 part of our
girategy o keep Orange healthy and
well mamtyned in the face of hard
times. Together wilh cur programs 1o
assisl strugeling owners avold  Tore-
closure and our effors 10 purchase.
rehabilitale and resell already  fore-
closed properiies, we arg working 10
prevent  neighborhood  blight and
detericoration.”



