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Library has space
for local events

Officials at the Orange Pub-
lic Library have announced its
facilities are available for com-
munity groups which have
book clubs. The library’s meet-
ing room can be used as well
for other events, said officials.
Call 973-673-0153 for addi-
tional information.

School closing
information

When winter storms come to
the area, the possibility exists
for schools to be closed. Public
notification will be made
through local television and
radio stations:

Radio: WOR-710, WABC-
770, WINS-1010.

Television: News 12 New
Jersey, WNYW-5, WRNN-55.

YWCA has plenty
of senior activities

Senior residents who want to
keep active can join friends on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the
YWCA of Essex and West
Hudson.

• The Arthritis Foundation
presents an exercise class to
help seniors with mobility and
flexibility on both days at 10
a.m. There is a per-class fee.

• St. Michael’s Hospital has
a heart health program on the
second and third Thursdays of
each month at 11:30 a.m.

The YWCA is at Main Street
and Lincoln Avenue. Call 973-
674-8600 for more information.

U.S. firefighter grant
still eludes Orange
and goes to Trenton

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

When 60 firefighters in Trenton
received word recently that they
would be able to keep their jobs
thanks to a federal grant, it raised
concerns with some officials of
Orange firefighters union who
believe the city has not followed
through on previous grant opportu-
nities. 

While the city was not among
the recipients this time, it officials
feel Orange is eligible for a future
round of funding.

Just like their 10 counterparts in
the Orange Fire Department that
were laid off last week, the Trenton
firefighters had been facing layoffs
before Rep. Chris Smith announced
the city was one of three in New
Jersey to receive a grant.

The $13.6 million windfall for
Trenton came through the U.S.
Department of Homeland Securi-
ty’s Assistance to Firefighters
Grants Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response, known
by the acronym SAFER.

According to federal officials
the SAFER program allows needy
departments to do a variety of
things, including rehiring laid-off
firefighters, retaining firefighters
facing layoffs, hiring new firefight-
ers and recruiting volunteer fire-
fighters.

The grants are used to pay the
salaries and benefits of firefighters
hired during a two-year period.

Elvin Padilla, president of
FMBA Local 10 in Orange, said
Orange had a chance to apply for a
grant but nothing came of it.

“They told us that they re-
applied, but we’re still waiting to
hear from the feds,” said Padilla.

“I’m not holding my breath.”
Those same sentiments were

shared by city Firefighter Derrick
Brown.

“They turned it down I think
two years ago,” said Brown. “The
city reapplied and we were denied
this last time.”

City spokesman Frank Baraff
said Monday city officials received
letters of support for Orange’s
application from Rep. Donald
Payne and  Sen. Frank Lautenberg.
In addition, city Chief of Staff
Stephanie Gidigbi met with FEMA
staff in September to discuss the
city’s request. 

While Orange was not success-
ful in this third round of awards,
said Baraff, the city remains eligi-
ble for an upcoming fourth round. 

In 2009, the city applied for
funds that were available through
President Barack Obama’s Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, or “stimulus package,” that
included requests for a variety of
programs and projects in the city,
including the police and fire depart-
ments. At that time, the late Fire
Chief Martin “Marty” DeMarzo put
in a request for a new fire engine or
pumper truck, but it was not fund-
ed.

The Police Department applied
for $800,000 to improve its infor-
mation technology, computer-aided
dispatch and records maintenance
system infrastructure.

The city also received $1.5 mil-
lion of the economic-stimulus
money from the Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Program. That money
was used to acquire and rehabilitate
eight to 10 homes.

Managing Editor John Zucal
contributed to this story.

It won’t hurt

Photo By Barbara Kokkalis
Puggy appears to be oblivious to the fact that he’s about to be vaccinated by Dr.
Ernest Rogers, right, who receives help from the city’s chief animal control offi-
cer, Rudy Giodano, Saturday as the Health Department conducted a rabies vac-
cination clinic for dogs and cats in fire headquarters. 

Council again rejects snow-removal pact
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Snow once again took center

stage at the  City Council meeting as
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
attempted to have the governing
body award a contract for snow
removal even though it had previ-
ously rejected his proposal.

The council voted 6-1 on Jan. 18
against a resolution that would have
awarded a $50,000 contract  to The
Shauger Group of East Orange. The
only  member to vote for the resolu-
tion was South Ward Councilman
Edward Marable.

Before the vote, discussion cen-
tered on the resolution’s presenta-
tion for a second time. The council
rejected Hawkins’ initial request
during its Dec. 21 meeting.

“I thought you voted the Shauger
contract resolution down at the last
meeting,” said resident Gloria Stew-
art. “So why is it back on the agen-
da tonight? I’ll tell you why: it’s
because if you paid me $250 an hour
to shovel snow, I would do it too.”

When more than two feet fell
Dec. 26 on northeastern New Jersey,
Hawkins said he exercised his right
as mayor and emergency manage-
ment coordinator to  appoint
Shauger to help clear the  streets
after Acting Gov. Stephen Sweeney

declared a statewide  emergency. It
could not be determined how much
the city spent for the private work.

Some of the council members
expressed concern about the con-
tract after the Hawkins Administra-

tion announced nine workers in
the Public Works Department would
be laid off. They had been released

by the time that the council met on
January 18.

“When you lay off people, there
is a premium that you have to pay
for their unemployment benefits
despite any savings you might get
from no longer having to pay them,”
said Councilwoman Donna K.
Williams. “If it snows, we will be
paying for the laid-off employees
and The Shauger Group, too.  “The
reason I voted against privatizing
the snow cleanup and removal the
first time was because I wanted a
cost comparison to see if it would
have been cheaper and more cost-
effective to bring back or keep some
of the existing employees at that
time for rates like $12 to $15 an
hour instead of contracting this out
to a private vendor.”

Williams claimed that despite
repeated requests for the informa-
tion from Business Administrator
John Mason and Public Works
Director Arlene Kemp, she never
received it. Marable said he also
believed more research into the
costs and benefits of privatization
should have been conducted, but
added he was concerned that since
the layoffs have occurred, if a con-
tract for the snow removal is not in
place, it would leave the city vulner-
able during the next storm.

Photo By Barbara Kokkalis
A pedestrian walks slowly on a snowpacked sidewalk Saturday outside the Central
Playground that appeared not to have been cleared before a storm earlier this
month.

Progress & Pride
This special publication is
intended to provide information
and insights to the coming year.

See Page B1.

State OKs application for charter school
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
The first charter school may come to

Orange as state education officials granted
approval to 23 applicants, the largest batch
accepted in state history.

The Arete Charter School is one of five
schools for which the Black Ministers Coun-
cil of New Jersey, led by its executive direc-
tor, the Rev. Reginald Jackson, pastor of St.
Matthew AME Church, was an applicant. In
a Jan. 18 announcement by the state Depart-
ment of Education, it was among the schools
which received approval.

Under the terms of its application, the
school would begin by serving 60 students
each in kindergarten and first grade. Students
would come from Orange and East Orange.
It would expand yearly by one grade until it
reaches 300 students in kindergarten through
fourth grade.

Jackson, a member of the Board of Edu-

cation, was Arete’s applicant. Jackson and
his organization have supported the concept
of school choice. He serves on the board of
Excellent Education for Everyone, which has
been vocal in its support for charter schools
and vouchers for alternatives to public-
school education.

Students from Orange also were selected
as part of the student body of the Pride Acad-
emy Charter School, which opened in Sep-
tember 2008. It is located along Elmwood
Avenue in East Orange.

Derrell Bradford, the organization’s exec-
utive director, said last week’s announcement
should send a message to everyone who is
involved in education.

“The governor is aware there are options
to district schools,” said Bradford. He noted
school choice is slowly getting bipartisan
support; President Barack Obama was
among its earliest supporters. “There are cre-
ative and committed people in New Jersey

who have a vision and desire to educate our
children and charter schools are the way to
do that.”

Another topic which may be gaining trac-
tion is the concept of school vouchers. Leg-
islation, known as the Opportunity Scholar-
ship Act, last week was voted out of the state
Senate Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tee. 

Under the bill, corporations would
receive tax credits for contributing money to
organizations that provide scholarships to
low-income students in designated districts,
which include Orange. Such scholarships
could be used to fund tuition at private
schools or out-of-district public schools.

While there are opponents to charter
schools, including some teacher unions and
public-school supporters, Bradford said
school choice will have a greater share of any
education discussion in the future. He added
it would force public schools to become

more accountable to parents. The New Jersey
Education Association has expressed strong
opposition to the scholarship legislation, cit-
ing concerns with the handling of special-
education students.

“There are significant proposals in the
Legislature that will change how people will
interact with their schools,” said Bradford.

School choice also will be discussed next
week when St. Matthew will host a panel dis-
cussion as part of national tour for National
School Choice Week. Bradford said he
believes the program, which is scheduled for
Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m, will increase that discus-
sion.

Scheduled panelists will include Jackson,
community activist Curtis Sliwa, conserva-
tive talk-show host Michael Medved, Club
for Growth founder Stephen Moore and jour-
nalist Michele Bernard, president of Inde-
pendent Women’s Forum and Independent
Women’s Voice.


