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Duckett sentenced
to life in prison
in death of Paul

Orange resident Kenneth A.
Duckett, who was found guilty
in the murder of his  former
girlfriend and mother of his two
children, likely will spend the
remainder of his life in prison
as a result of the sentence hand-
ed down Tuesday.

Duckett was sentenced to
life in prison by Superior Court
Judge Joseph Cassini during a
hearing in Newark. Cassini
ordered Duckett to serve 75
years before he will be eligible
for parole.

Cassini said said he imposed
the lengthy sentence because of
the nature and circumstances of
the crime and Duckett’s exten-
sive criminal record. Prosecu-
tors said Duckett had six prior
offenses as an adult in New Jer-
sey and North Carolina.

Duckett was convicted last
Dec. 23 for shooting to death
Monica Paul on June 26, 2008,
in the Montclair YMCA. Paul
reportedly was watching her
son, 6 years old at the time, as
he swam; prosecutors said the
shooting occurred in front of
her then 11-year-old daughter.

Before Duckett’s sentenc-
ing, Cassini refused to grant a
motion for a new trial filed by
the defense attorney.

School closing
information

When winter storms come to
the area, the possibility exists
for schools to be closed. Public
notification will be made
through local television and
radio stations:

Radio: WOR-710, WABC-
770, WINS-1010.

Television: News 12 New
Jersey, WNYW-5, WRNN-55.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent to eorecord@yahoo.com.
For more information, con-

tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.

Legislative committee to consider ‘voucher’ plan
Opponents claim state tax credits for corporate contributions would harm public schools

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The state Assembly Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development Committee is sched-
uled to vote today to advance a plan that
would establish a program proponents say
would help students and opponents say
would hurt public schools.

The Opportunity Scholarship Act, or a
school voucher plan as many call it, would
provide state tax credits for corporations
contributing to a fund. That fund, in turn,
would provide tuition for students in 13 tar-
geted districts to attend private schools or
an out-of-district public school.

Opponents of the plan claim the tax
credits would divert as much as $1 billion
over five years from public schools.

Among the districts that would be
affected if the bill clears both houses of the
Legislature are Orange, East Orange, Irv-
ington and Newark. If the plan is sent to
Gov. Chris Christie, who has expressed his
support, opponents say it could have very
real consequences for education in areas
formerly designated as Abbott districts.. 

“The NAACP does not support public
funds for private schools,” said Kathleen
Witcher, president of the Irvington Unit of
the NAACP. She also is a retired teacher
who spent 30 years working in the Newark
Public Schools. “In education and in the
NAACP, as reiterated by our national pres-
ident, Benjamin Todd Jealous, we must
educate all of our children. One of the most
poignant issues is that the bill seeks to fund

private schools in districts that do not
include most of the state’s nearly 600 public
school districts.” 

Witcher expressed concern that while
nearby districts  such as Bloomfield, Union
and Hillside were not included in the plan,
they shared many of the same educational
issues as the 13 in the plan. She added she
was concerned with what would happen to
the remaining children in the 13 districts. 

DeLacy Davis, principal of Adelaide L.
Sanford Charter School in Newark, said he
also would like the answers to those ques-
tions.

“We haven’t explored what the impact of
vouchers will be, so we really don’t know
what the impact of this bill’s passage will
be,” said Davis, the former East Orange
police officer who still serves as executive
director of the East Orange Police Athletic
League.

The Rev. Reginald Jackson, pastor of St.
Matthew AME Church in Orange, said he
believed it was a fortuitous sign the vouch-
er issue appears set to move into reality dur-
ing Black History Month. His church will
host a panel discussion, with scheduled

guests to include Guardian Angels founder
Curtis Sliwa and talk-show host Michael
Medved, at 7:30 tonight in the church, 336
Oakwood Ave.

Jackson is a member of the Orange
Board of Education and executive director
of the Black Ministers Council of New Jer-
sey and has been an outspoken advocate for
the creation of more charter schools and
school vouchers for economically disadvan-
taged parents and students. His organization
recently received approval to open five
charter schools throughout New Jersey,
including one in Orange. State education
officials granted charters to 23 applicants.

When it comes to “exploring the impact”
of vouchers on charter schools, private
schools and public schools, Jackson said he
believes it will be a net positive.

“This notion that charter schools and
parochial schools take the best students out
of the public schools and other students are
being left behind is false,” said Jackson.
“All you have to do is check the statistics to
show that most students are already failing
in the public schools, so for them to make
that argument makes no sense.” 

Jackson said the kind of thinking behind
most of the arguments against vouchers in
the past were of the all-or-nothing variety.
The truth, he said, can be found in between
the opposing arguments. 

“I’m ecstatic they were not around when
Harriet Tubman was here, because they
would have said, ‘if you can’t free all of the
slaves, then don’t free any of them,’” said

Jackson. “Where has all that concern about
accountability in education been over the
last 30 years for the lack of accountability in
the public school system? I am just as
adamant about reforming the public school
system as I am about getting more charter
schools. At the same time, parents ought to
have some options.” 

Options are the bottom line, Jackson
said, when it comes to the issues of vouch-
ers and public-school reform. 

“Why should we ask parents to put all
their eggs in one basket?” said Jackson
“There’s a recession going on now, but there
has been a recession going on in the black
community for years. There was a time
when the number-one issue in the black
community was the education of our kids.
What happened to that?”

When it came to the links between the
civil right movement and education and
school reform, Jackson said he believed the
NAACP was on the wrong side of an impor-
tant issue. 

“I’m a life member of the NAACP and I
will continue to be one. It stands for the
advancement of colored people, not the
stagnation of or people,” said Jackson. “I
urge the NAACP to join in the struggle for
the advancement of our children and not the
continued stagnation. I’ve written a letter to
Ben Jealous, requesting a meeting last
August, but I have not head anything back
from him yet.” 

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed
to this story.

Mayor: City Council hindering snow cleanup
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
As the city braced for another

winter storm, and in light of com-
plaints about unplowed streets in
Orange, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. took City Council members to
task for what he said was their fail-
ure to privatize the city’s snow-
cleanup service. 

Hawkins said if council mem-
bers had awarded a $55,000 con-
tract to The Shauger Group of East
Orange during two previous meet-
ings, he believed it would have
guaranteed Orange the manpower
and equipment to plow the streets
after snowfalls.

Hawkins said the council would
have been able to do something that
would have provided immediate
savings and physical help for the
city and help improve life for
everyone in Orange in an emer-
gency. 

When the first major snowstorm
arrived Dec. 26, Hawkins said he
was forced to exercise what he said
was his executive power as the
city’s emergency management
coordinator to unilaterally hire the
company after acting Gov. Stephen
Sweeney had declared a state of
emergency. Hawkins said he would
not hesitate to make that action
again.

“The continuing failure of the
City Council to approve a private
contract for snow removal is hin-
dering the ability of Orange to clear
our streets during this winter’s mas-
sive storms,” said Hawkins. “The
council was informed on several
occasions that a private snow-
removal contract is needed even
without the layoff of Public Works
employees, who are more costly to
the city. “

Nine employees from the Public
Works Department were among
the 52 city employees laid off on
Jan. 11.

Although there were several
questions from the gallery during
the council’s Jan. 18 meeting,
Hawkins said he believed council
members should know the answers
better because they are “on the
inside” and should know the
process of awarding a service con-
tract to an outside vendor.

“Our Public Works Department
advertised and bid a contract for
snow plowing so we could be pre-
pared for this winter’s big storms,”

Hawkins said. “Had the council
approved the contract, we would
have been able to provide better,
faster snow removal.” 

No resolution regarding a possi-
ble contract was listed on the agen-
da for council’s meeting, which
was scheduled for Tuesday night.

Councilman Elroy Corbitt
claimed the council’s concern was
the lack of transparency and inclu-
sion on the part of Hawkins and his
administration. He said the council

has repeatedly asked the mayor for
a cost-benefit analysis so they
could compare the expense of out-
sourcing to continuing to do it in-
house. 

Almost two months and two
failed votes later, said Corbitt, nei-
ther Hawkins nor anyone else in his
administration have given members
the information they sought.

“It’s clear now that the mayor
would rather play the blame game
than seriously conduct the city’s

business,” said Corbitt. “I have per-
sonally requested the information,
but I still have yet to receive it.

“Right now, we’re at a stalemate
where it seems like none of the
city’s important business that needs
to get done is being done,” Corbitt
continued. “It’s going to stay that
way until the mayor realizes that
we are all in this together and we
need to work together to solve all of
our problems and resolve these
pressing issues.”

Photo By Barbara Kokkalis
While many areas of Orange were adequately cleared of snow after last week’s storm,  streets in the Valley sec-
tion appeared to have been little-touched. 

State board rebuffs firefighters’ request
Appeals to administrative judges could be next step in union’s attempt to void city layoffs

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Laid-off firefighters last week learned their terminations
would continue after the state Civil Service Commission
denied their request for a stay. But the final chapter may yet
be written

That news did not come as a surprise to them or their
union representatives and became the latest legal setback in
their attempt to hold onto their job in the face of Mayor
Eldrige Hawkins’ previous call for 20 percent combined
reductions in salary and benefits.

“We knew that was going to happen,” said Firefighter
Elvin Padilla, president of the local firefighters’ union. “The
chairman attended our convention and stated he was going to
rubber-stamp all layoff plans.” In answering a statement
from Hawkins that employees could appeal the commission’s
decision by paying a fee, Padilla continued, “What the mayor

probably didn’t say was that the CSC expeditiously sent our
case to the administrative law department in Trenton.”

Peter Lyden, a spokesman for the commission, said Tues-
day the union, or an attorney, can file a “good faith” layoff
appeal on behalf of the firefighters. A fee of $20 for each per-
son must be paid in order for that person’s appeal to be for-
warded to Office of Administrative Law.

“The decision says there are 16 members of the Fire
Department affected, 12 firefighters laid off and four fire
captains demoted,” said Lyden. “We need either 16 checks
for $20 each, or one check for $320 to go forward.”

Padilla said while the commission’s ruling was a setback
for his union, moving cases to the Office of Administrative
Law meant the issue was not dead.

“The next move could mean that the truth will be
exposed; the city books will be opened; and administration
officials can’t lie under oath or else they will be charged with

perjury,” said Padilla. “I’m hoping that people will finally get
to see that fiscal mismanagement, unfair negotiations and
wasteful spending are what caused these layoffs.”

One night before to the commission’s hearing, during a
City Council meeting, Council President Hassan Abdul-
Rasheed gave Hawkins an opportunity to respond to union
officials’ critical statements.

“For the workers to sit and say the administration is not
negotiating in good faith is untrue,” Hawkins said. “We also
have to recognize that the unions are bargaining units and it’s
their job to represent and advocate for their members. They
are interested in what’s best for their members, not necessar-
ily what’s best for the city and its taxpayers.”

While Hawkins said that distinction might seem small to
those unfamiliar with how government works, it is a large
difference in the motivation and approach that eventually
centers around cost.

Options are the bottom
line, Jackson said, when it
comes to the issues of
vouchers and public-school
reform. 


