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 MARIAN,
 ANDERSON

 1897-1993
 Opera Singer

 One of the most celebrated contraltos of our age, 
 Marian Anderson was born into a poor family in 
 Philadelphia on February 27, 1897. Her father 
 sold coal and ice; her mother took in laundry. 
 Ms. Anderson sang in the Union Baptist Church 
 choir as a child; her talent was recognized in the 
 community, and money was raised for her to take 
 voice lessons with Giuseppe Boghetti. In 1923, 
 she won a singing contest, in Philadelphia, and 
 two years later; she won first prize in a 
 competition held by the New York Philharmonic, 
 appearing as a soloist with that ensemble in 
 Lewisohn Stadium. Her Carnegie Hall debut 
 followed in 1929, and she sang her first 
 professional engagement in London in 1930.

 PAYTON,
 WALTER
 1854-1999

 NFL’s all-time 
 leading rusher

 Walter Payton, the great Chicago Bears running 
 back, who carried a succession of weak Bears 
 teams to respectability, died of complications 
 from a rare liver disease at the age of 45. 
 Number 34 was known as the finest all-around 
 football player of his day, and as a man whose 
 determination and bruising running style seemed 
 at odds with the affectionate nickname of 
 “Sweetness.” The City of Chicago was in a state 
 of shock at his death, because although Payton 
 was ill, it was believed that a liver transplant 
 would treat the disease. Payton was elected to 
 the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1993. His wife 
 Connie, was his college sweetheart. They have 
 two children, Jarett and Brittney.

 We join with you in 
 Celebrating

 Black History Month

 Parkwood Diner
 1958 Springfield Ave.

 Maplewood
 973-313-3990

 We Salute
 B LACK  H ISTORY  M ONTH

 Computer Services
 Customized Software for Business

 Variable IT
 Workforce, LLC
 754 Morris Tpk, #227

 Short Hills
 973-924-2350

 “We join with you in celebrating
 Black History Month”

 SHEEFA PHARMACY
 405 Central Ave., East Orange

 973-673-6800
 FREE DELIVERY

Egypt offers valuable back-home lessons
Our week began with the nation-

al salute to love, St. Valentine’s
Day.

• We all witnessed the jubilant
Egyptian  celebrations of a peaceful
revolution that resulted in the liber-
ation of a nation. The joyous shouts
and outpouring of love of country
and fellow man was a heartwarm-
ing sight. The determined focus of
the leaderless multitudes resulted in
accomplishing their goals.

If only our own leaders — local
and national — could heed the
Egyptian example and relinquish
personal agendas and petty differ-
ences for the greater good of all.
Forsake the venomous spirit and
rhetoric. Replace it with the Valen-
tine mind-set and see how much
more could be accomplished.  

• The Orange school system’s
Black History Month celebration
is focused on “Tolerance and Kind-
ness”. The students will join
the national effort to engage in ran-
dom acts of kindness reflecting
the legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.
• Today at 8:30 a.m., the United

Way will have its annual  Celebrity
Read Breakfast at the Newark
Museum. Orange Superintendent
Ronald Lee is the honorary chair-
man.

• The Paul Robeson Center at
Rutgers-Newark will host the 31st
annual Marion Thompson Wright
Lecture Series Saturday at 9:30
a.m. Deborah Willis of New York
University will be the featured
lecturer. She will discuss “Beauty
and the Black Body: History, Aes-
thetics and Politics” in conjunction
with her exhibition in the Newark
Museum.

• The Robeson Center also will
host an unforgettable evening with
motivational speaker and spiritual
teacher Iyanla Vanzant.

Vanzant will share thoughts
from her book, “Peace from Broken
Pieces: How to Get Through What
You’re Going Through,” on Feb. 25
at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets, which include a copy of
her book, are available at 973-562-
5844.

• A choral festival celebrating
the historical richness of Essex
County is not to be missed.

Area historian Clement Price
will serve a master of ceremonies
for a musicale that will feature
the Essex Chorale, Elmwood
United Presbyterian Church Cele-
bration Mass Choir, Kol Dodi,
Maplewood Glee Club, Newark
Boys Chorus, New Jersey Oratorio
Society, North Jersey Philhar-
monic Glee Club and Voices of
Harmony.

Admission is free for the pro-
gram March 6 at 4 p.m. in the

Newark Museum, 49 Washington
St.

• We’re able to enjoy so much
talent in our area. My head
assumed a backward tilt, my eyes
gently shuttered in a state of con-
scious reverie: the only seemingly
way to respond to the soothing
sounds of the vibraphone created
by the mallets of Joe Locke.

Locke’s quartet recently per-
formed at the Newark Bethany
Baptist Church Jazz Vesper. Amaz-
ing was the agile precision of this
most-talented percussionist. He
rendered so many familiar
favorites. Somewhere in the heav-
ens, Lionel Hampton was smiling.

Mark your calendar for the first
Saturday of every month at 6 p.m.
Worship to the sound of jazz, fol-
lowed by light refreshment and fel-
lowship. An offering is collected.
Treat yourself and your soul: it’s all
a part of living your best life.

Shirley Hendricks is an Orange
resident.

East Orange
Eddye L. Small

Eddye L. Small, 80, of East Orange died Feb.
5.

Mrs. Small was predeceased by her husband,
Oscar. She is survived by her daughters, Eliza-
beth McKnight, Matea Vidal and Twana  Foote;
sons, Gilbert, Godfrey, George and Joseph
Foote, and Peter Napper; 65 grandchildren; 45
great-grandchildren; and many great-great-
grandchildren.

Eugene M. Smith Sr. 
Eugene M. “Smitty” Smith Sr., 68, of Irving-

ton died Feb. 5.
Mr. Smith was a self-employed insurance

broker who was a football coach in East
Orange’s Pop Warner football program, and
served on the coaching staff at the former Bish-
op Francis Essex Catholic High School. 

He is survived by his former wife, Sharon;
four children; and  two grandchildren.

Joan E. Jordan-Gibbs
Joan E. Jordan-Gibbs, 68, of East Orange

died Feb. 8.
She is survived by her daughter, Crystal Lee

Jordan; sons, Marc and Michael Gibbs; sister,
Jill Hines; six grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

Alvin Cornell Stokley  
Alvin Cornell Stokley, 47, of East Orange

died Feb. 9. 
Born in Elizabeth City, N.C., he was a trans-

portation attendant for the Newark public
schools for more than 15 years. 

Mr. Stokley is survived by his brothers,
James, Samuel, Michael, Fletcher, Byron,
Arbon and Arvin; and sisters, Alice, Katherine,
Patricia, Amanda, Sandra, Syretha and Twanda.

Olga Hoessly Benson 
Olga Hoessly Benson, 91, died Feb. 11 in the

Job Haines Home for Assisted Living, Bloom-
field.

Born in Schaffhausen, Switzerland, Mrs.
Benson emigrated to the United States when she

was 7 years old. She graduated from East
Orange High School and attended New York
University. She owned Olga Benson Fashions
on Washington Street in East Orange and retired
to Troy Towers in Bloomfield in 1991 and then
to the Job Haines Home in 2009.

John A. Tricoli Jr.
John Anthony Tricoli Jr., 74, of Orlando,

Fla., died Feb. 6.
Born in East Orange, Mr. Tricoli was a veter-

an of the Air Force and owner of TephSeal Auto
Appearance. He was a past president of the East
Orange Boys Club, a member of the Air Force
Honor Guard and a 4th degree knight with the
Knights of Columbus Council 2279.

Mr. Tricoli is survived by his wife, Helen;
sons, John A. III, William and Christopher; sis-
ter, Mildred Iarossi; and seven grandchildren.

Booker T. Washington Sr. 
Booker T. Washington Sr. of East Orange

died Feb. 5.
He is survived by his wife, Deloris; sons,

Booker T. Jr. and Kevin; daughters, Kayla Hen-
derson, Ashia and Lieghia Arrington; sisters,
Essie Parker, Annette Martin, Doris Branton,
Bettye Knight, Cynthia Edwards and Barbara
Horne; brother, Johnny Washington; and three
grandchildren.

Helen C. Radabaugh  
Helen C. Radabaugh, 86, of East Orange

died Feb. 7 at home.
Mrs. Radabaugh was predeceased by her

husband, Raymond Sr. She is survived by her
sons, William, Raymond Jr. and Paul; daughter,
Cathy Russell; two grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Orange
Howard Frazier 

Howard Frazier died Feb. 5 in St. Michael’s
Medical Center, Newark.

Born in Greenwood County, S.C., he was
employed by Construction Workers Union
Local 699. 

Mr. Frazier is survived by his wife of nearly

64 years, Rosa; daughter, Rosa Godwin; sons,
Howard and Bobby; five sisters; seven grand-
children; and 14 great-grandchildren.

Darlene V. Coley 
Darlene V. Coley, 49, of Orange died Feb. 2.
She is survived by her daughters, Sherice and

Kerry; father, Arthur; sisters, Cynthia Pearson
and Pamela Stubbs; and brothers, Andre Wheat-
ley Sr., and Kevin and Arthur Sessoms Jr. 

David S. Bailey
David S. Bailey, 59, of Orange died Feb. 3.
He is survived by his mother, Vera; and

brothers, James and Christopher.

Cecilia Williams
Cecilia Williams, 65, of Orange died Feb. 6.
Mrs. Williams was predeceased by her hus-

band, Larry. She is survived by her daughters,
Trucilla Smith and Tameka Simmons; sons,
Joseph Davenport and Maurice an Majid Guy;
sisters, Judith, Toni, Della, Regina, Ethel and
Edith; brothers, Vincent, Louis, Herman, Mark,
Joseph, Raymond, Matthew and Luke; 16
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.

Joan A. Spina 
Joan A. Spina, 75, of West Orange died Feb.

9 in St. Barnabas Medical Center, Livingston. 
She was born in Orange, where she lived

until moving to West Orange 10 years ago. She
worked as a collection correspondent for Mon-
roe Systems for Business for 42 years before she
retired in 1997. 

Mrs. Spina was predeceased by her husband,
Thomas. She is survived by her brother, Antho-
ny Battista, and other family members.

Obituary policy
Obituary notices submitted by local funeral

homes or families must be in writing. This
newspaper cannot accept obituaries by phone.

Obituary notices must be typed and include a
telephone number where the writer may be
reached from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Send obituaries to the East Orange Record,
1291 Stuyvesant Ave., Union, N.J. 07083. Call
908-686-7700 for more information.

Valley
section
to host
Art Loop

Members of the Valley Arts Dis-
trict in Orange will present this
year’s first Art Loop on Feb. 25 at 6
p.m.

The Art Loop occurs on the last
Friday of each month. Artists and
members of the local organizations
and the community join in the dis-
trict to highlight activities from art
exhibits, workshops, demonstra-
tions and live performances.

February’s tour celebrates Black
History Month with the focal point
at the Brass Company building
between Freeman and South Jeffer-
son streets in Orange.

An opening reception will be
held at the Yema Gallery which will
present a collective exhibit called
“Diaspora” curated by Adrienne
Wheeler and Toni Thomas.

It will feature the work of seven
artists, Geraldine Gaines, Mansa
Mussa, Monica Holder, Papa Gora
Tall, Rebecca Lowry,Wahala Temi,
and Zethray Stimson, illustrating
their unique connection with the
African diaspora.

The IronWorks Gallery at 406
Tompkins St., Orange, will feature
the work of Franz Mathurin Jr. and
his mixed media on canvas. Gallery
hours are weekdays from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 to 11
a.m.

Contact ValleyArts at 973-674-
0183 for additional information.

Photos Courtesy City of East Orange
PRESCHOOLERS MEET THE MAYOR — Four- and five-year old students and
their teachers from the East Orange YMCA took a tour of the East Orange City
Hall last week, led by Dale Forde of the City Clerk’s Office, above left, and were
treated to a visit from Mayor Robert Bowser.

Living
Your
Best Life
By Shirley Hendricks

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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