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Heywood fathers
man the griddle

Fathers of Heywood Avenue
School students will prepare
breakfast for everyone Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the school, 422 Heywood Ave.
The school will be the site for
vendors, who will have items
including jewelry, perfumes
and clothing.

St. Matthew hosts
breakfast, luncheon

St. Matthew AME Church
will host two events Saturday
which will include meals.

• The Rev. Jessica Kendall
Ingram, Episcopal supervisor
for the 10th Episcopal District,
will speak during a prayer
breakfast presented by the
Women’s Ministry. The break-
fast, for the women of the
church and community, is
scheduled for 8 to 11 a.m.

• Boy Scout Troop 4749 will
have its annual senior luncheon
from noon to 2 p.m.

Contact the church office at
973-266-1217 for additional
information about these and
other programs.

City schedules
holiday events

A city program, “Home for
the Holidays,” which is
designed to attract shoppers to
business areas, continues with a
selection of holiday music and
a holiday party for senior resi-
dents.

• Holiday music will be fea-
tured during a program today
from 4:30 to 8 p.m. inside the
Hat City Kitchen, 459 Valley
St.

• The city’s senior holiday
party is planned for Wednesday
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. inside
the Elks lodge, 475 Main St.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to
eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

OPA students show off their robotics
Students from Orange Preparatory Acade-

my recently competed in their first robotics
competition during an event in Clifton.

During the Montclair Society of Engi-
neers’ Lego League Robotics Qualifying
Competition, the Bison Robotics Team won a
Judges’ Award. The members also were rec-

ognized during the Nov. 19 event for what
competition officials said were their gracious
professionalism, cooperation, self-confidence,
communication and leadership.

Orange Prep was one of 24 Essex County
schools which were represented in the compe-
tition at Clifton High School. The Bison team

placed 14th in the overall competition.
The OPA students have been working with

students from the New Jersey Institute of
Technology to develop programs that direct
robots’ movements. They also researched and
displayed findings for a project based on the
theme of this year’s competition, food safety.
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Spotlight
on writers
Saturday

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

At-large Councilwoman Donna
K. Williams and the members of
the T. Colson Woody Foundation
will highlight local authors during a
Saturday program in the city’s Arts
District.

“The TCW Orange Community
Authors Pavilion will be at the Val-
ley Lofts in the Arts District,”
Williams said in an invitation via
Facebook. “The Author’s Pavilion,
situated in the Premier Valley Loft
Model, will showcase local artists
displaying their literary and schol-
arly talent. We’re urging everyone
in Orange who loves books, writ-
ing, good stories and up and com-
ing artists to come and spend the
evening with us.”

Williams said Saturday’s event
will feature presentations and dis-
cussions with writer Trenee Dou-
glass on “After This No More
Compromising;” Bill Parrish on
“Making Bold Moves;” and chil-
dren’s books with Deborah Warner.

Hail, Caesar!

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Asner Philemon, a junior at Orange High School,
plays the title role in last weekend’s production of
‘Julius Caesar’ by students from Orange High and
the Orange Preparatory Academy. See additional
photograph on Page 3.

Jackson joins local
protesters, students
in calling for jobs 

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The Rev. Reginald Jackson lent
his political heft to a protest and
forum this week in downtown
Newark.

The “action” in which Jackson
participated was the People’s
Organization for Progress’ daily
protest for jobs and equality. Tues-
day’s 163rd daily protest also
marked the anniversary of the start
of the Montgomery bus boycott
that is viewed as one of the semi-
nal moments in the Civil Rights’
Movement.

Jackson, pastor of St. Matthew
AME Church and executive direc-
tor of the New Jersey Black Minis-
ters Conference, also serves as a
board member at Essex County
College. He said that he was
involved in Tuesday’s protest
march that wound its way through
downtown Newark before ending
with a rally at the college. Jackson
said the march was intended to
educate the public and burgeoning
social activists about the reasons
action was needed to ensure a bet-
ter future for all Americans.

“The student government had
an advocacy forum at the college
last week. Larry Hamm was there,
too, and he mentioned the rally. He
invited me to come and I said I
would come,” Jackson said.
Hamm is president of P.O.P. “The
fact there were so many students
involved showed they have a lot to
say. I think the important thing to
remember is that a few years ago
we bailed out Wall Street, the
banks and the auto industry. Cor-
porate America has $2 trillion and
yet they will not release that
money to create the jobs to help
people who need work.”

Jackson said he believed Amer-
icans who benefited the most from
the federal economic policies dur-
ing the last two decades needed to

“give something back.” He said he
believed policy makers, however,
seem to pursue ideological agen-
das many of the business people
they say they represent are not
asking them to do.

“Most of the polls show that
those who do have the most money
want to pay more, but people in
Washington, D.C., don’t want them
to do it,” Jackson said. “I don’t
think the problem is regulation. I
think the problem is how we man-
age those resources we do have in
a responsible and fair way.”

Jackson said he believed the
motivation for Republican law-
makers and their backers is their
opposition to President Barack
Obama and their stated goal of
unseating him from the presidency.
He noted that goal does not lend
itself to implementing fiscal poli-
cies and regulations he believed
would help get the country out of
the recession and provide employ-
ment.

“The Bible says the strong
should bear the infirmities of the
weak, and to whom much has been
given much is required,” said Jack-
son. “Secretaries ought not to be
paying more in taxes than their
bosses.”

Hamm said Jackson was anoth-
er of the local religious leaders
who have given their support to the
protest’s message. Jackson’s
stature, as one who led calls
against racial profiling by the State
Police, brings stronger credence.

“I think that it’s important to get
leaders like him, and Revs. Ron
Christian of Christian Love Baptist
Church and David Paterson of
Metropolitan Baptist Church,
involved because they are pastors
of congregations where some of
their people are unemployed,” said
Hamm. “The push is on to get them
to do more to galvanize their con-
gregations and constituencies.”

Valley hosts artists
The Valley Arts District will be highlighted Dec. 16 when two of its

most accomplished artists are presented in the “Image/Identity: Looking
for Who We Are” exhibit. The exhibit, which involves different locations
within the Valley area of Orange and West Orange, will begin with a
reception at 6 p.m. inside IronWorks, 406 Tompkins St.

Bill Westheimer, a fine-art photographer, will present “The Manual
Project: The Personality of Hands,” a selection of prints from the collec-
tion of 150 portraits of hands.  Larry Dell, a sculptor, will have two series
of sculptures: “Ghost” and “Lost Identity: A Reflection on Dishonesty,
Secrecy, Politics and Love,” which explores themes such as family,
deception and identity.

Hawkins
pushes
revalue
petition

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

An online petition has been cre-
ated by Mayor Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. in which he asks residents to
push the City Council into approv-
ing a plan to revalue properties
within the city.

The petition, a link to which was
placed in the city’s latest online
mailer, is part of Hawkins’ plan to
gather residential support as he has
stated his intention to return the
issue to the council. A proposal for
a property reassessment failed to
gain council approval in 2010.

Since his 2008 mayoral cam-
paign, Hawkins has stated his belief
that the tax assessments on proper-
ties, done in 2006 for the first time
in nearly four decades, became
skewed as property values declined
from the market’s peak. Hawkins
said that caused many residential
owners to experience tax increases
of 40 to 100 percent.

As the property values declined,
said Hawkins, the city has been
forced to refund tax revenues.

“Because of tax appeals, the city
lost about $400,000 in revenues last
year. All of that lost revenue has to
be made up by taxpayers who have
not appealed their assessments,”
said Hawkins in his statement.

Hawkins said part of the reason
for the tax increase was a decline in
the share of tax burden for com-
mercial properties when compared
to residential properties.

Hawkins, who will announce his
campaign for re-election on Friday,
said a cost estimate for a revalua-
tion is about $400,000. He claimed
the cost would be about $15 per
year for five years on a residential
property at the average assessment.

Judiciary answers, but Hawkins objects
By John Zucal

Managing Editor
The director of New Jersey’s

court system answered critics of a
Supreme Court working group
decision to alter the format for the
hiring of municipal court officials.
The response, however, met with
strong criticism from Orange’s
mayor.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
was among the sponsors of a reso-
lution in which the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities pre-
sented its opposition to the
Supreme Court’s change in the hir-
ing process. In a statement issued
Nov. 17, Hawkins, joined by the
other sponsors, Irvington Mayor

Wayne Smith and Carteret Mayor
Daniel Reiman, stated the decision
to shift the final decision for the
hiring of municipal court adminis-
trators to Superior Court assign-
ment judges was illegal under the
state Constitution.

Previously, mayors had the
power to appoint municipal court
administrators subject to legislative
approval. 

Under the new rules, candidates
would be sought through a recruit-
ment process. Selected candidates
would be interviewed by a group
that would include municipal court
officials from outside the munici-
pality. Its recommendation would
be sent to the assignment judge for

approval or rejection.
Glenn Grant, acting administra-

tive director of the New Jersey
Courts, responded Friday in a letter
to league executive director
William Dressel. In it, Grant noted
court administrators often must
make quasi-judicial decisions, such
as setting initial bail and determin-
ing probable cause to advance a
case to judges. Because of that,
wrote Grant, municipal-court
administrators already are under
the oversight of assignment judges
in the state’s 15 vicinages. Grant
added the judiciary had an interest
in having municipal court adminis-
trators “professional and uniformly
well-trained.”

Hawkins said Monday he under-
stood the court’s argument but still
questioned its legality.

“Honorable intentions do not
necessarily make something legal,”
said Hawkins. “It is a power grab
by the courts. The judiciary has
decided to empower themselves in
a way they had not before.”

City Attorney Marvin Braker,
with Hawkins in City Hall on Mon-
day, said the court’s action violated
the separation of powers between
the judicial and executive branches
of government.

“It is an outright intrusion into
the executive branch,” said Braker.
He added a concern that an assign-
ment judge’s rejection of a candi-

date seeking promotion could leave
a town open to legal action under
civil service laws. Hawkins con-
curred.

“If we hire someone who tested
No. 1, and the assignment judge
doesn’t hire that person, who gets
sued for violating their civil service
rights?” said Hawkins. “In this
case, the person who makes the
decision may not be accountable.”

Hawkins said the league’s belief
is based in state law and past prac-
tices. In its resolution, the league
asked the Legislative for a determi-
nation that the hiring of municipal
court administrators, as with other
municipal employees, must return
to local control. 

Braker calls moving some municipal-court hiring to Superior Court ‘an intrusion’ on mayors

Students from the
Orange Preparatory
Academy work on
their robotics project
during a competition
in Clifton.


