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Orange 
seeks to
enhance
its image

By John Zucal
For business owners and outside

residents who may be considering a
new address, city officials in
Orange have an answer: the door is
open; come on in.

City officials said they are
working to attract “new blood” into
Orange through several plans: resi-
dential redevelopment, physical
business redevelopment and busi-
ness recruitment.

• Transit Village: The area sur-
rounding NJ Transit’s Lincoln
Avenue train station received this
designation in December 2009.
City officials said they want to use
the program as a mechanism to
spur market-rate residential hous-
ing.

That housing, coupled with
Midtown Direct service from the
station, said city officials, could
attract residents who are employed
in New York City. The station also
is located one block from Main
Street, Orange’s economic center,
which city officials believe could
attract shoppers if they could pres-
ent businesses that will interest out-
of-towners.

• Urban Enterprise Zone:
Orange was one of the original
Urban Enterprise Zones when the
state program was created in 1983.
Benefits of the program include the
ability for eligible businesses to
charge one-half of the state’s sales
tax, now at 7 percent. City officials
promote the lower sales tax in an
effort to attract area shoppers to
businesses within the zone’s
boundaries.

The program also provides tax
benefits for purchases and employ-
ment. City officials said funding
collected from the program in pre-
vious years has been used to sup-
plement police, planning and public
works functions within the zone.

• Central Avenue: In business,
the first impression often becomes
a lasting impression, and it is easy
to see when a driver enters Orange
from East Orange: commerce
quickly becomes lacking.

City officials said they want to
build upon East Orange’s revital-
ization of its business district
through improving the avenue’s
appearance and  bringing projects
to long-unused properties. 

See ORANGE, Page 3

In West Orange,
zoo site expands

By Debbie L. Hochberg
Staff Writer

Although a tight budget in West Orange precluded major capital
projects during 2010, there have been new and exciting additions
within the township’s borders, courtesy of Essex County.

With a life-size elephant peering out over Northfield Avenue, the
new miniGolf Safari miniature golf course was one of the additions
to the South Mountain Recreation Complex in 2010. Since the
course opened Sept. 16, it has become the hot place to be.

The 19-hole miniature golf facility is designed in the shape of the
African continent. Before it closed for the winter, it was filled with
youngsters having birthday celebrations, teenagers competing with
friends, and families just enjoying the beautiful fall weather while
having fun in a Disney-type atmosphere. 

In the summer, a family-friendly eatery, McLoone’s restaurant, is
slated to open adjacent to the miniature golf course.  If all goes
according to plan, the 12,000-square-foot restaurant will have a
6,000 square-foot deck overlooking Orange Reservoir.

Another recent addition to South Mountain Recreation Complex,
which also includes Turtle Back Zoo and the Richard J. Codey
Arena, is Tropical Currents Aquarium, which attracts visitors from
near and far. This project of Essex County and the Zoological Soci-
ety features marine species from around the world.

The new aquarium, which opened Sept. 17, boasts six tanks hous-
ing 75 species of fish, including invertebrates, clown fish, venomous
lion fish and sea horses. In addition to the visual beauty of the fish,
visitors are treated to various themes relating to marine life, such as
the effects of pollution and invasive species. 

Another recent addition to the zoo is the new pony ride which
opened April 29. Placed within a barnyard theme, the ride has an
extended walking path so children can have a longer ride on the
ponies. The improved landscaping includes six large maple trees. 

And if a new aquarium and improved pony ride attraction are not
enough to get you to the zoo, arriving in summer 2013 to coincide
with the 50th anniversary of Turtle Back Zoo will be a natural-habi-
tat sea lion exhibit.

“The sea lion exhibit will be the largest and most ambitious
attraction at Turtle Back Zoo,” said Joseph DiVincenzo Jr., Essex
County executive. “Opening it during the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion will be symbolic of how much the zoo has been transformed
into a premiere recreation and education destination. These will both
be milestone events in the zoo’s history.”

Debbie L. Hochberg is the managing editor of the West Orange
Chronicle. She can be reached at wochronicle@yahoo.com.

Mixed-use building possible in Maplewood
By Christina Hernandez

Staff Writer
By mid-2011, shoppers strolling

along Springfield Avenue, between
Vermont and Burnett avenues, in
Maplewood may see new construc-
tion, which would advance the
town’s plan to make the Avenue a
more retail and residential destina-
tion.

The Daibes Group, which owns
the corner lot across from the new
police station and next to a Wal-
greens, approved but not yet begun,
is expected to present to the Plan-
ning Board in May a proposal to
build a mixed-use structure, which
calls for a 5,000- to 6,000-square-
foot, two-story building with retail
space at street level and six to seven
apartments above.

Danny Daibes, head project
manager of the redevelopment, said
he hopes the Planning Board will
approve the project soon to enable
construction to begin in the spring.

He said the project could cost
more than a $1 million. He also
mentioned that seeking variances
will most likely not be necessary.

“We don’t have any leases or
side agreements signed, but we do
have interested tenants,” he said,
adding that a “Starbucks-style con-
cept” or hair salon could occupy
the site.

After several months of negotia-
tions, the township recently signed
a redeveloper’s agreement with the
Edgewater-based company to fix
up the former Shell gas station site. 

Although Daibes said he could-
n’t disclose the terms of the agree-
ment, which the company’s lawyer
handles, he said details, such as
parking and the aesthetics of the
building, are documented in the
contract. 

Maplewood Mayor Vic De Luca
said amendments to the contract
could be made; however, he said
that what’s being planned for the
site is agreeable.

“It’s very important to our rede-
velopment efforts, which has been
more focused toward Prospect
Street” on Springfield Avenue, he
said of the project. “This is an
equally important area.”

Daibes said it could be “very
possible” that the company is look-
ing to also own and redevelop the
property abutting the site.

De Luca said that is a possibili-
ty because “the vision is to redevel-
op the whole block.”

But, at this point, he said, the
company is not making that deci-
sion.

If this happens, local business
owners who occupy the abutting
redevelopment site may need to
temporarily relocate, during which
time, De Luca said, the township
would help in the process.   

De Luca said he hopes the rede-
velopment project will be complet-
ed by next year.

For the near future of the
avenue, he said he hopes for the
Walgreens to be finished and that
redevelopment continues.

He said such projects send a sig-
nal to residents and out-of-towners
that the avenue can be successful in
becoming a retail and tourist hot
spot.

As for 2012, De Luca said he
hopes the economy could turn-
around so the town could look into
more investment opportunities,
such as those he expects to be com-
pleted this year. 

The Daibes Group anticipates presenting to the Maplewood Planning Board its
proposal to build retail and residential units on the vacant lot, above, in front of the
police station on Springfield Avenue.

Appliances & 
Hardware
Karl’s Sales and Service
973-227-1777
557 Main Street

L. Epstien Hardware
973-673-3233
268 Main Street

Auto Services
Autopart International
973-395-1080
51-57 Park Street 

Firestone Auto Care
973-677-9494
185 Central Avenue

Kirk’s Tire & Auto
973-672-6720
154 Central Avenue

MAACO Auto Painting 
& Bodyworks
973-678-3900
46 Central Avenue

Construction

General Plumbing 
Supply
732-248-5650
540 Thomas Blvd.

Lawrence Kantor
973-678-1000
169 Scotland Road

Orange Valley 
Hardware & Lumber
973-676-0900
606 Freeman Street

Orange Plumbing Supply
862-520-3906
378 Washington Street

Pav-Con Construction
973-673-7070
585 Forest St.

Pav-Con Maintenance 
973-673-7070
585 Forest St.

Premier Aluminum
973-672-4550
531 Freeman Street

Sasson’s Youth World
973-373-6807
243 Main Street

Sensational Beauty 
Supply 
973-673-0708
301 Main Street

Swan Electronics
973-678-7000
207 Main Street

Unlimited Mobile NJ
973-580-3977
324 Main Street

Zaki’s Furniture
973-678-3380
264 Main Street

The WIZ
973-677-0511
279 Main St.

Real Estate
Rakhee Enterprises
973-547-3377
345 Henry Street

Reynolds Terrace 
Apartments
973-678-8992
248 Reynolds Terrace

Services 

Big Shots Photo Studio
973-677-1011 
280 Main Street 

Cotton Funeral Service
973-675-6400
130 Main Street

Elegante Valet Service
973-675-6730
575 Scotland Road

Pope John Paul/ St. 
Mary’s
973-266-3001
135 S. Central Avenue

Winfield Upholstery
973-672-2236
444 Washington St.

Shop these UEZ businesses. 
Save 50% on sales tax.  And, your tax 
dollars will help revitalize Orange.

This was produced 
by the City of Orange 
Township, Department 
of Planning and Eco-
nomic Development, 
Urban Enterprise Zone, 
and has been paid for 
in whole under the 
Urban Enterprise Zone 
Program.  For more in-
formation, contact our 
staff at (973) 266-4201

Valerie Jackson
Director, Planning and 
Economic Development

Christopher Mobley
Deputy Director, Planning 
and Economic Develop-
ment and UEZ Coordinator 

Jauhara Pressey
UEZ Assistant Coordinator

Rossi Paint Home Center
973-672-6639
403 Main Street

Tryco Tool & MFG. CO.
973-674-6868
363 South Jefferson

Counter Tops

Industrial Edge
973-676-6700
560 White Street

Grocery
C-Town Supermarket
973-672-2244
16-26 North Day Street 

Lagniape Louisiana 
Food
973-674-0498
546 Mitchell St

Super Supermarket
973-678-3200
53 South Jefferson St

Zen Bakeries
973-609-5158
50 S.Center Street, Unit 4

Industrial

American Traffic and 
Street Sign Co 
973-678-0800 
200 South Jefferson St

T & E Industries
973-672-5454
215 Watchung Avenue

Landscaping 

Interstate Landscape
973-325-0851
255-259 Reock Street

Orange Garden Supply
973-672-2212
360 Alden Street

Medical Needs
E&M Pharmacy
973-677-2800
325 Henry Street

Orange Community MRI
973-672-2000
345 Henry Street 

Valu-Mart Pharmacy
973-676-0866
314 Main Street

Walgreens
847-914-5419
240-250 Central Avenue

Yogi Dental Center
973-673-1311
30 Scotland Road

Non-Profit/Arts
Arts Unbound, Inc. 
973-675-8787 
544 Freeman Street

Personal Care

Pink Karma Salon
973-419-0562
150 Main Street

Restaurants

Andrea Foods
973-673-3355
107 South Jefferson St 

Bella Italia Restaurant
973-676-4300
535 Central Avenue

KMB Donuts & Coffee
529 Main Street 
973-509-8060

McDonalds
908-587-0277
145 Main Street

Sandwiches Unlimited
973-674-7899
23 N. Center St.

SKD Donuts & Food
973-509-8060
529 Main Street

Retail
A & D Computer
973-678-6778
265 Main Street 

Ace Beauty Corp.
973-673-7171 
341 Main Street 

Bedding & Electronics 
973-673-2550
272 Main Street 

Broadway Electronics
973-414-8882
219 Main Street

Easy Pickins
973-676-8811
285 Main Street

Electronics Depart-
ment Store 
973-676-8700 
303 Main Street

Globe Electronics
973-677-0409
349 Main Street

Jewelry by Gabi
201-883-1000
269 Main Street

Laufer’s Carpet 
Workroom 
973-672-4888
50 S. Center St.

Main Street Electronics
973-672-5668
226 Main Street

MIMI Beauty Supplies
973-674-4665
327 Main Street

Mimi Hair Supply
973-674-4665 
321 Main Street

My Jewelry Depot
973-414-9898
212 Main Street

Naya Jewelry
973-675-1234
231 Main Street

Orange 
Communications
973-414-8686
320 Main Street

Radio Shack
973-674-0247 
304 Main Street

S&A Stores
973-674-1443
234 Main Street

CITY OF ORANGE
Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr.
Mayor

Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed
West Ward Councilmember
& Council President 

Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr.
South Ward Councilmember
& Council Vice-President 

Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt
Councilmember-At-Large

Hon. Tency A. Eason 
North Ward Councilmember 

Hon. Linda Jones-Bell
East Ward Councilmember 

Hon. Rayfield Morton
Councilmember-At-Large
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 PREP CENTER FOR THE ARTS at...
 MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY

 Stokes Forest
 Music Camp and Festival

 COED AGES 10-18
 Our 19 th  Year!

 Intensive Music Activities
 Nature Studies

 Recreational Activities
 Day & Overnight Camp Available

 For info call: 973-655-4443 • www.stokesmusiccamp.com
 273465
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“Our Commitment to the Community” 
   Includes activities such as:  

Habitat for Humanity, Plant Tours, School Partnerships, Food 
Drives, Year Round Activities for the Needy, United Way 

Employee Campaign, Junior Achievement, Community Advisory 
Panel, and Volunteer Involvement Fund 

 
Bayway Chemical Plant and 

Linden Business and Technology Center 
Linden, New Jersey 

Orange
hopes for
business
diversity

(Continued from Page 2)
Streetscape improvement is expect-
ed to come to Central Avenue’s east
side through Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds from the
federal government, and city offi-
cials added  approvals have been
granted for mixed-use projects,
which would include market-rate
housing, on two larger properties.

• Main Street: In business, the
first impression often becomes a
lasting impression. With three com-
mercial entrances into Orange —
both sides of Main Street and east
side of Central Avenue — city offi-
cials said they have used several
resources to improve visitors’ first
impression.

City officials added they want to
diversify the types of businesses
which will occupy Main Street in
the future in an effort to provide
additional products and services to
residents. This was determined
through the results of a market sur-
vey the city commissioned during
2009. Other plans for Main Street
include mixed-use additions on
East Main Street and the Tony
Galento Plaza, adjacent to the Lin-
coln Avenue station.

They have suggested that the
area near the West Orange border
could be an excellent site for a
mixed-use complex of commercial
and residential space.

• ValleyArts District: The arts-
themed area, which straddles the
southern Orange-West Orange bor-
der, continues to increase its mix of
residential and commercial units. It
also has developed an entertain-
ment center with the opening of
Luna Stage, which occupies a for-
merly vacant building along Valley
Road. City officials continue to
promote this area as a potential res-
idential base due to its proximity to
the Highland Avenue train station
in Orange and Mountain Station in
South Orange. Both provide Mid-
town Direct service on weekends; a
brief transfer at Orange, Brick
Church or Newark is required on
weekdays.

• Residential: City officials said
they want to continue increasing
the number of market-rate residen-
tial units within Orange.

Those units are planned to be
included within a project on the
former Walter G. Alexander apart-
ment complex. The two buildings
which formed the former federal
housing site were demolished in
2010 and city officials said they
plan to replace them with more
than 150 residential units. The site
— along Interstate 280 — also
would benefit residents who must
drive to their destinations.

New mall planned for Irvington

Photo by Barbara Kokkalis
Irvington Mayor Wayne Smith stands in the parking lot of the new Valley Plaza Mall
currently under construction on Chancellor Avenue near the Newark border. When
completed, the mall is expected to house nearly 50 retail shops.

In the township of Irvington,
numerous projects are in various
stages of development. While sev-
eral of them involve recreation and
quality-of-life enhancements, oth-
ers are designed to strengthen the
commercial base of the town and
provide both additional tax ratables
and jobs for local residents. 

Mayor Wayne Smith is involved
in most of the projects. In mid-Jan-
uary, we sat down with him in the
Municipal Building to receive a
status report on progress in the
township during 2010.

• The Valley Plaza Mall on
Chancellor Avenue near the
Newark border is moving forward.
“A major part of the front is already
up,” said the mayor. The owners, he
said, want to complete the project
and then have something to show
potential tenants. Preliminary plans
call for four or five large anchor
stores with as many as 45 small- to
medium-size stores to fill the mall.
“We had WalMart come over here
to take a look.” said Smith. 

• The mayor said developer

Brand New Day broke ground early
in the year on 11 new homes in the
East Ward, near Nelson Place and
21st Street. Five are now complet-
ed, and the mayor believes they
have been sold. Construction on the
other six is expected to begin when
spring weather arrives. The addi-
tion of the homes has improved the
surrounding neighborhood, said the
mayor.

• The hospital, owned by the
township, has no firm purchase
offer, although several parties are
currently expressing interest. Two
doctors had wanted to purchase the
now-empty facility and create a
medical center of some kind, but
they were unable to secure the nec-
essary funding. The mayor has thus
taken that deal off the table,
although if the doctors secured
funding the deal could be reconsid-
ered. The building is priced at $3
million, said Smith, adding he also
is speaking with a nonprofit organ-
ization and a Chinese business
group that have expressed interest.

• A Fine Fare Supermarket is

nearing completion at the corner of
Stuyvesant Avenue and Mill Road,
the site of the former Village Diner.
“They’re, I’d guess, 90 percent
completed right now,” said Smith,
“and a March opening is possible.”
Fine Fare, a chain begun in 1976,
has more than 50 supermarkets in
the New York City area, including
two in Newark. Smith said the store
is expected to bring 65 jobs to the
township.

• Renovation of the Little
League field at Chancellor Avenue
Park is scheduled to begin in the
spring. The work will be funded by
a $100,000 grant from the Baseball
Tomorrow Fund. Preliminary
paperwork is complete. Contracts
have been signed. “We’re just wait-
ing for the weather,” said Smith,
adding that the work should be
completed in time for the upcoming
season. “That’s our goal,” he said.

• A private initiative, led by
local businessman and former
Chamber of Commerce president
Michael Roesch, is still moving 

See IRVINGTON, Page 6
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Transit Village- Tony Galento Plaza
In December 2009, Orange was chosen 
to be New Jersey’s 20th Transit Village. 

The administration of Mayor Eldridge 
Hawkins, Jr. has developed plans to 
attract people to live, work and shop 
in the area between the Orange Train 
Station and Main Street. The City is 
reviewing proposals by developers for 
mid-rise buildings flanking a public 
green space, with retail and restaurants 
at street level and market-rate 
residential space above.

The Transit Village will help Orange 
benefit from the fact that we are only 
20 minutes from mid-town Manhattan 
by train. It will help revitalize the 
Main Street area including housing, 
jobs, fine dining, arts, entertainment 
and preservation of our architectural 
heritage, all within walking distance of 
the train station.

Redeveloping the Walter G. 
Alexander Public Housing Site
In 2010, Orange demolished the 
deteriorated Walter G. Alexander 
Housing Complex and announced a plan 
for new housing on the Parrow St. site. 

Orange attracts new development 
despite national recession
Revitalization will help control property taxes and create jobs.

Construction will 
begin this year in 
three phases to turn 
the 5.8-acre Walter 
G. Alexander site into 
166 homes for families 
and seniors creating a 
neighborhood of three-
story town homes. 

The final phase will be 
for-sale units, primarily 
at market rate, once 
the area has been 
revitalized. Development innovation and progress in Orange was the 

cover story of two New Jersey magazines last year.

Grand Central Redevelopment
Nearing completion, Grand Central 
Redevelopment on Central Avenue 
includes 70 units of affordable housing. 
Grand Central will be at least 60% 
more energy-efficient than a typical 
apartment building. It will have passive 
solar heating and ventilation, air-tight 
walls and windows, solar panels that 
generate enough electricity to power 
at least 50% of demand, and ENERGY 
STAR lighting fixtures and appliances.

The Gateway to West Orange
Valerie Jackson, Orange Director of 
Planning and Economic Development is 
working to make our commercial district 
gateways more inviting and attractive to 
business and residential development. 
She is working with the owner of a 
former manufacturing site on the West 
Orange end of Main Street to consider 
options for his property. One option is 
new commercial and residential space, 
featuring retail space on Main Street, 
with residential above, and deck parking 
in the rear. 

The Gateway to East Orange
On Main Street’s border with East 
Orange, Orange is planning streetscape 
and signage improvements. On Central 
Avenue’s gateway, a new streetscape 
will be supplemented this year 
with redevelopment of the former 
Peppermint Lounge and Gregory’s 
Bar sites with retail on the street 
level of both sites and 48 market-rate 
apartments above. 

The Valley Arts District
Construction is expected to begin 
this year on the HANDS sponsored 
former F. Berg Hat Factory with 39 
market rate condos. This year will also 
see completion of the Brass Company 
complex with its living/working lofts for 
artists.

New housing will rise this year on the Walter 
G. Alexander site in the East Ward.

Construction will begin this year to transform
the F. Berg industrial complex into market 
rate loft housing.


