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Office to be closed 
for the holiday week

In observance of the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holidays,
the offices of this newspaper
will close Friday at the end of
business and not reopen until
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 9 a.m. 

We will be available on a
limited schedule by phone, at
908-686-7700.

Dec. 29 issue deadlines:
• Ads, Friday, noon.
• Classifieds, Friday, 5 p.m.
Jan. 5 issue deadlines:
• Editorial, Friday, 9 a.m.
• Legal ads, Dec. 28, noon.
• Ads, Dec. 30, noon.
• Classifieds, Jan. 3, 3 p.m.

Schools to present
art, dance shows

Students in Orange’s public
schools will highlight their
artistic talents during January as
the Visual and Performing Arts
Department presents several
programs in the district.

Scheduled events include:
• Cleveland Street School art

show, Jan. 4, 6 p.m., Board of
Education administration build-
ing, 451 Lincoln Ave. 

• Orange High School dance
show, Jan. 13, 7 p.m., Orange
Prep auditorium.

St. Matthew sets
holiday schedule

St. Matthew AME Church,
336 Oakwood Ave., Orange,
will begin its year-end activities
Sunday with a candlelight con-
cert at 5 p.m. 

The church’s Christmas
service will be conducted Dec.
25 at 9 a.m.; New Year’s servic-
es will include Watch Night on
Dec. 31 at 10 p.m. and New
Year’s Day on Jan. 1 at 9 a.m.

Senior volunteer
program begins

The Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program will match resi-
dents 55 years and older to serv-
ice opportunities in Orange
where their skills and abilities
can be effectively utilized.

Call 973-266-4005 for addi-
tional information.

Councilman proposes crime ‘red zones’
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
At Large Councilman Rayfield Morton is

seeing red and it’s not in anger.
In the wake of the mayoral decision to re-

deploy police personnel to “hot spots” for
crime in the city, Morton wants the City
Council to pass a ordinance he said would
combat drug use and sales, prostitution, ille-
gal weapons possession and gun violence,
and “other criminal acts.”

Morton said his proposed “red zone” sys-
tem is designed to combat crime by prevent-
ing it from happening. The way to do that, he
said, is to prevent the “criminal element”
from outside the city from coming into
Orange.

“This is an introduction of the red-zone
system that will eventually eliminate our

continuous criminal acts taking place on our
city streets,” Morton said. “These acts are
being performed by individuals from other
cities each and every day. What we need in
place is something to deter them from com-
ing into our city to do their dirty work.”

Morton said the ordinance he is proposing
would assure Orange residents that they
would have “peace in the streets.” He
claimed it would occur by producing a large
decrease in crimes within the first 18 months
of its installation.

Under the proposed system, areas within
Orange would be identified as “red zones.”
They would have signs posted at each end to
identify the area and explain why no one
should be in them “if you don’t live in them.”
Morton said if his proposed ordinance
becomes law it would mean entering a “red

zone” on foot or in a car would subject sus-
pect individuals to the new law.

For individuals who are caught commit-
ting criminal activities, punishment not only
could include the standard sentence issued by
a court, said Morton, but include a ban from
the specific area where they were arrested.

“After being arrested in a ‘red zone’
twice, we will process you to be restrained
from the complete city,” Morton said. “These
areas will have posted signage informing all
people they are entering a high-crime area
and they will have high visibility of police
presence.”

Morton said any suspects who are arrest-
ed may be incarcerated or put on probation,
“but definitely given a restraining order.”
The court order, he said, would assure law
enforcement and the public the person would

no longer be able to legally be in the desig-
nated area.

“If at any time this person is seen in the
arresting area by the residents of police, they
can be picked up and arrested,” Morton said.
“We can arrest them for being in an area
where they are under a restraining order.

“The police will not need probable cause
to detain this person,” Morton claimed.
“They can execute this at will and eventually
the drug dealer will have to move on because
at that point he would be facing 364 days in
the county lockup and constant aggressive-
ness from the police.”

Under Morton’s plan, streets such as Oak-
wood Place, from Central Avenue to Wilson
Place, and the area surrounding the intersec-
tion of Lincoln and Central avenues in the
West Ward could get the designation.

School
incidents
decline

By John Zucal
Staff Writer

The level of serious incidents
within Orange declined slightly and
stabilized after a mild uptick, accord-
ing to a state report.

The district’s schools recorded 28
cases of what school or district offi-
cials considered severely adverse
during the 2010-11 school year, offi-
cials with the state Department of
Education announced in its annual
Violence and Vandalism Report. 

The report, which has been pro-
duced by the department since the
1980s, uses information provided
by school districts.

Last year’s level is a mild
decrease, from 37 incidents in
2009-10. That followed the 2008-
09 year in which 29 cases were
reported.

Unlike in most districts, the vast
majority of incidents within
Orange’s schools last year did not
involve what the state considers
“violent” activity. The district
reported seven incidents which
involved assaults as well as non-
physical acts such as intimidation
and the issuance of threats.

The district, however, recorded
22 cases which involved the pos-
session of illegal substances. State
officials said the majority of such
cases statewide involve marijuana
and alcohol.

State officials said the reporting
of non-physical acts could increase
as districts gain a greater sensitivity
to “bullying” through legislation
adopted in January.

Under state guidelines, school
and districts are required to report
incidents that occur during most
school activities. They include
those which normally occur during
the school day, on a school bus, or
during a school-sponsored pro-
gram, such as an athletic event.

An early present to Orange

Photo By Peter Crosta
Students from the Greater Newark Youth Orchestra perform Saturday during the orchestra’s 22nd annual win-
ter concert at the Orange Preparatory Academy. While no Orange students were members of the orchestra,
they were involved in stage functions during the program.

Arts training thrives with Orange groups
The Valley section of Orange has two organ-

izations that provide instruction in the visual and
performing arts.

• ORNG Ink is the youth-oriented, interdisci-
plinary art and design studio of Valley Arts.
ORNG was created by high school students
from Orange in 2008.

Valley Arts officials said ORNG Ink’s mis-
sion is to engage young people in the develop-
ment and maintenance of a commerce-based
enterprise driven by self-expression and explo-
ration in the arts and digital media. Studio,
retail, exhibition space, and mentoring for
young artists is available through free, yearlong
out-of-school programs that emphasize self-ini-
tiated education, motivation and evaluation.

With a primary focus on the intersection of
art and culture relevant to urban youth, officials
said, students are equipped with necessary
knowledge and employable skills in creative
fields that interest them, while encouraging
them to develop a positive, intelligent and inde-
pendent, creative voice within the community.

The after-school program operates weekdays
from 3 to 6 p.m.at the studio, 406 Tompkins St.

• Luna Stage provides classes, through its
group, Studio Luna, which give students the
opportunity of working with professional artists.
Playwrights, actors, directors, and choreogra-
phers bring their experience working on Broad-
way and leading regional theaters, and in televi-
sion and film to students.

No matter if a student is new to the theater
arts, a passionate practitioner, or are rediscover-
ing a dream of playing on the stage, officials
said, Studio Luna has a class. Students are
encouraged to explore their imaginations to
their fullest. Using improvisation and theater
games, they learn a process that leads to sponta-
neous reactions and genuine truth on stage.

Officials said the attention devoted to each
student teaches that individuality shines
strongest when it is used as part of the whole
person. Its emphasis on self-expression and cul-
tivating students’ unique perspective leads to
strong work and artistic collaboration.

Call 973-395-5551, ext. 204, for additional
information.

Winter exhibit

Photo By Peter Crosta
Danielle Plummer, a seventh-grade student at Heywood Avenue School, was
among several students at the school to have their artwork shown Saturday dur-
ing the Art Educators of New Jersey’s annual winter exhibit inside the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center in Newark. 

Officers
promoted
in rank

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Five police officers received
promotions from the rank of ser-
geant to lieutenant during a cere-
mony last week inside City Hall.

During the same Dec. 15 cere-
mony, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
swore in five special police officers
who have served the city in its
municipal court. Special officers
are used within the court and along
Main Street. They must be sworn in
annually.

The promoted sergeants are
Judith Rothenberger, Michael Pis-
erchio, Michael Juliano, William
Gumbars and Shawn Harris. The
special police officers are Michael
J. Crowley, Christopher Dottino,
Richard Forrester, Lonnie Hender-
son and Denzal McClutcher.

The promoted sergeants had
been demoted in January as part of
police layoffs. But Hawkins said as
a result of concessions negotiated
with the Superior Officers Associa-
tion, the city had the funds to rein-
state and promote them.

Board
certifies
Reid

Devonni Reid, assistant princi-
pal at Park Avenue Elementary
School, was recognized by officials
with the Orange School District for
receiving national certification.

National-board certification is
an advanced teaching credential
that is available to teachers nation-
wide, which complements the New
Jersey teaching license.

District officials said Reid
earned the certification after suc-
cessfully completing written
assessments which documented her
instructional practices and content
knowledge. 

Reid also provided a portfolio
which included a video demonstrat-
ing classroom interactions, samples
of student work and documentation
of interaction with parents, commu-
nuity and colleagues.

The process for obtaining certi-
fication takes about 200 to 400
hours over four months. Certifica-
tions are valid for 10 years and
renewable starting in the eighth or
ninth years.


