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Office to be closed 
for the holiday week

In observance of the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holidays,
the offices of this newspaper
will close at the end of business
on Friday, Dec. 23, and will not
reopen until Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 9
a.m. 

We will be available on a
limited schedule by phone, at
908-686-7700.

Dec. 29 issue deadlines:
• Legal ads, Dec. 21, noon.
• Ads, Dec. 23, noon.
• Classifieds, Dec. 23, 5 p.m.
Jan. 5 issue deadlines:
• Editorial, Dec. 23, 9 a.m.
• Legal ads, Dec. 28, noon.
• Ads, Dec. 30, noon.
• Classifieds, Jan. 3, 3 p.m.

Student concerts
continue this week

More student talent will be
displayed this week as Orange’s
public schools will present win-
ter concerts. With the exception
of Orange High, each concert is
at the home school.

Programs planned include:
• Orange High School win-

ter concert, today, 7 p.m.,
Orange Prep auditorium, Cen-
tral and Lincoln avenues.

• Lincoln Avenue School
winter concert, Monday, 7 p.m.

• Orange Prep winter con-
cert, Tuesday, 7 p.m.

• Central winter concert,
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

• Rosa Parks winter concert,
Dec. 22, 6:30 p.m.

City schedules
holiday events

A city program, “Home for
the Holidays,” which is
designed to attract shoppers to
business areas, will begin to
conclude next week with a full
day to help consumers who
need items at the last minute.

Many stores along Main
Street are expected to be open
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. as part of
the Discover Orange program,
which is designed to attract
shoppers to its business areas.

For more information, go
towww.DiscoverOrangeNJ.com.

Morton’s lease objection deep-rooted
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The City Council voted against the plan bro-

kered by Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. and Essex
County Executive Joseph DiVincenzo to lease
the Orange Reservoir so the county could devel-
op the site. According to one member, the seeds
of the opposition to the proposal may have been
laid after the election of three new members.

That 5-1 vote, with one member absent, dur-
ing the Nov. 6 meeting, came in another attempt
for the county to secure a 20-year lease on the
reservoir.

DiVincenzo came to Orange in 2009 to make
a presentation to the council about the renova-
tions and improvement projects inside Monte
Irvin Orange Park. While DiVincenzo’s presen-
tation was a formality regarding the project to
install a new multi-use soccer field in the park,
it provided a window into the difference in pri-
orities between the county executive and Coun-
cilman Rayfield Morton.

Morton said recently it was his self-avowed
role as advocate for the park and the residents
who use it that he first butted heads with DiVin-
cenzo. Morton questioned him about why the
activities on county property were being
allowed to adversely impact the quality of life of
residents on adjoining streets even though the

county police are responsible for patrolling it.
Morton claimed DiVincenzo said while the
county installed parking and other amenities to
relieve traffic and parking issues in the area sur-
rounding the park, and the county police
patrolled the park, the county was limited in
what it could do to solve the concerns of nearby
residents.

Morton said he was not impressed or satis-
fied with DiVincenzo’s answer.

Since then, Morton’s dissatisfaction with
other actions the county have taken in Orange,
especially the reservoir-leasing deal he brokered
with Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr., has not dissi-
pated. He said his dissatisfaction with the
amounts and stated benefits and dividends to
Orange’s residents listed in the proposed lease
might have blossomed his opinion into outright
opposition to it.

“The Orange council voted down the reser-
voir lease contract due to a few details that had
not been explained,” Morton said in an email.
“The two questions that really caused the ‘nay’
votes were the concerns about the $600,000 tax
lien that Orange supposedly owes West Orange
for back taxes on the reservoir. We also wanted
to know where is it spelled out how the upfront
$525,000 would be used by the city. These two
things should definitely be addressed.”

In an April article in the Orange Transcript,
records through the West Orange Tax Collec-
tor’s Office revealed the city owed more than
$600,000 in taxes. A tax foreclosure sale in Sep-
tember was completed by West Orange.

The fact that those concerns had not been
resolved before or during last week’s meeting,
Morton said, is why believed the resolution
approving the reservoir lease deal was rejected.
Unless that situation changes before it is sub-
mitted to the council again, he said, he believes
the results will be the same.

The proposed reservoir lease deal between
the city and the county is for 20 years with
Orange receiving $1.6 million during the life of
the contract. Morton said he has a background in
contract negotiations and appropriate remunera-
tion from his days as an entertainment manager
and event promoter. Based on that knowledge,
he said he did not know if offer is sufficient
when compared to the millions of dollars he
believes the county stands to earn off the
improvements and recreational attractions that
are planned for the reservoir. He said the figures
border on insignificant since West Orange has
been seeking to recoup the back taxes it says the
city owes on the property.

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed to
this article.

Solid as a rock

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Fifth- through seventh-grade students at the Lincoln Avenue School recently
received a visit from members of the New Jersey National Guard as part of an
anti-drug and team-building awareness event. The program, which began out-
doors, included rock climbing and guiding classmates through obstacles.

Orange
woman
stops
carjack

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Prosecutors and a South Orange
law-enforcement official said an
Orange woman’s quick thinking
put an end to a carjacking attempt
she faced last week.

Carolyn Murray, acting Essex
County prosecutor, and South
Orange Police Chief James Chelel
issued a statement to announce an
arrest had been made in connection
with a carjacking that occurred
along South Orange Avenue on Sat-
urday.

“Shortly before 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, a 21-year-old woman was car-
jacked in South Orange and forced
by her attacker to drive toward
Newark,” Murray said. The
woman’s name was not released.
“While in Newark, the victim spot-
ted an Essex County sheriff’s vehi-
cle and was able to get the attention
of the officer by driving into his
police vehicle.”

Murray said the suspect ran
from the victim’s vehicle, a Nissan
Pathfinder, after the crash and
escaped through Vailsburg Park
during a pursuit. A investigation
between the county’s Homicide
Task Force and South Orange
police led to the arrest of Isaiah
Green, 22, of Newark. He was been
charged with robbery, carjacking
and other offenses related to this
incident.

“Green was arrested in Newark
within four hours by detectives,”
said Murray. He was taken to the
Essex County Correctional Facility
on $250,000 bail.

Murray praised the county and
South Orange detectives as well as
the Essex County Sheriff’s Office
for their work. A sheriff’s officer
made the arrest of Green.

It was Essex County Sheriff
Armando Fontoura who identified
the carjacking victim as an Orange
woman. Fontoura said she may
have saved her life by crashing her
car into the sheriff’s officer’s vehi-
cle to get his attention and end the
carjacking. While he declined to
identify the intended victim, Fon-
toura acknowledged she was 21
years old and driving a Nissan
Pathfinder when Green allegedly
tried to carjack her vehicle.

Feds: medical facility involved in kickbacks
Fourteen are arrested, charged with receiving payments to send patients for testing

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Thirteen New Jersey doctors and a nurse
practitioner were arrested Tuesday and
charged in what federal prosecutors called a
cash-for-tests referral scheme that involved a
medical facility in Orange.

More than 60 agents from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
arrested the medical personnel Tuesday
morning, said U.S. Attorney Paul Fishman.
They were scheduled to appear before a fed-
eral judge Tuesday afternoon.

Fishman said federal prosecutors believe
the medical personnel received monthly pay-
ment for sending patients to the radiology
and diagnostic facility Orange Community
MRI. The payments, claimed Fishman, were
in exchange for the referral of Medicare and
Medicaid patients for testing services.

The facility’s executive director, Chirag
Patel, 36, of Warren, was arrested Dec. 8, in
connection with the investigation, said Fish-
man. Patel was released that day on $750,000
bond.

All of the health care providers charged
practice in New Jersey and have offices in
Newark, Orange, East Orange, West Orange
or Irvington. The alleged payments to or
from each of the defendants ranged from
$200 to more than $5,000 per month.

In complaints filed against each defen-
dant, federal prosecutors claim OCM began
making the payments to the medical person-
nel as early as 2010. 

At the end of each month, said Fishman,
individuals at the facility printed reports
detailing how many tests were referred
by each of the defendants. Fishman alleged
the reports were used to calculate the pay-

ment owed to each defendant.
Those payments, according to prosecu-

tors,  included those based on referrals for
Medicare or Medicaid beneficiary diagnostic
tests. The nature of the payments differed
with each agreement, said Fishman; some of
the doctors were only paid for MRI and CAT
Scan referrals, others also received payments
for other radiology tests.

According to Fishman, prosecutors and
agents with the department’s Office of
Inspector General uncovered 32 payments
made to, or by, the defendants between early
October and early December. The payments
reportedly totaled $51,500, said Fishman.

“Selling test referrals for cash is illegal.
Patients have every right to expect their doc-
tors will recommend medical service
providers because they do the best job, not
because they provide the best bribes,” said

Fishman. “There is no room in the federal
health care system for those who see a person
in need of care as an opportunity to make an
extra buck on the side.”

“When physicians take kickbacks that
influence how they practice medicine, it has
the potential to taint the medical advice and
care that is provided to their patients,”
Fishman continued. “The audacity of these
physicians should offend honest taxpayers,
especially at a time when our taxpayer
resources are stretched thin. We will continue
to aggressively pursue all angles of health
care fraud.”

Each of the health care practitioners is
charged with violating the federal health care
program anti-kickback statute by soliciting
and receiving bribes. The offense carries a
maximum five-year prison term and
$250,000 fine.

‘King Lear’ coming for Luna fundraisers
Stars Andre Braugher, Ami Brabson, Suz-

zanne Douglas, and Frankie Faison will be
among the performers in a staged reading of
“King Lear” in two fundraisers for Luna Stage.

The reading, a benefit for Luna Stage, is
scheduled for Jan. 7 and 8 at its Valley Road
theater. Luna Stage, at 555 Valley Rd. in
Orange, is part of the Valley Arts District of
Orange and West Orange.

“King Lear,” by William Shakespeare, will
feature an African-American cast which will be
directed by internationally acclaimed Shake-
spearean director, Rob Clare.

Clare is an internationally known Shake-
speare specialist. He was staff director at the
British National Theatre, where he first worked

on “King Lear,” with Anthony Hopkins in the
title role, associate artistic director of the
British-touring Compass Theatre, and led the
classical acting master’s program at the Central
School on London.

Unaware of what the consequences will be
for his family, King Lear divides his kingdom’s
land among his daughters. Ultimately he loses
a child and places his kingdom in peril. The
notion of making choices for political gain,
instead of the stability of a family or nation,
could hardly be more relevant.

• A member of Luna Stage’s board of direc-
tors, Frankie Faison received a Tony Award
and Drama Desk nomination for Best Support-
ing Actor for his portrayal of the brain-dam-

aged Gabriel to James Earl Jones’ Troy Maxon
in August Wilson’s “Fences,” and has per-
formed in films and the television drama, “The
Wire.”

• Andre Braugher is best known for his roles
in the television series, “Homicide: Life on the
Street” and “Men of a Certain Age.”

• NAACP Image Award-winning actress
Suzzanne Douglas has performed on Broad-
way, in “The Three Penny Opera,” film, star-
ring opposite Angela Bassett in “How Stella
Got Her Groove Back,” and television, in WB’s
“The Parent’ Hood” starring Robert Townsend.

Tickets are available by calling 973-395-
5551 or on the Luna Stage website:
www.lunastage.org. Isaiah Green

... alleged carjacker

Youth art
program
available

High school students with an
eye to design can develop their tal-
ent through an after-school pro-
gram in the Valley Arts District.

ORNG Ink is the youth-oriented
interdisciplinary art and design stu-
dio of Valley Arts. ORNG was cre-
ated by high school students from
Orange in 2008.

Valley Arts officials said ORNG
Ink’s mission is to engage young
people in the development and
maintenance of a commerce-based
enterprise driven by self-expression
and exploration in visual, perform-
ing and literary arts, and digital
media. 

Studio, retail, exhibition space,
and mentoring for young artists is
available through free, yearlong
out-of-school programs that
emphasize self-initiated education,
motivation and evaluation.

With a primary focus on the
intersection of art and culture rele-
vant to urban youth, officials said,
students are equipped with neces-
sary knowledge in creative fields
that interest them.

Contact Valley Arts at 973-674-
0183 for additional information.


