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Bilingual holiday
show takes stage

A bilingual holiday program
for the family, “Mi Casa, Tu
Casa,” will begin performances
tonight at Luna Stage.

A preview performance is
scheduled for today at 7:30
p.m.; future shows are planned
for Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. 

Sunday’s performance will
be followed by a talk-back ses-
sion with the show’s co-cre-
ators.

Tickets are available at the
theater, 555 Valley Road, in the
Valley Arts District of Orange
and West Orange, by telephone
at 973-395-5551, or at the web-
site: www.lunastage.org.

Local parent groups
plan holiday events

Parent-teacher groups at two
city schools will have plenty of
holiday cheer as they provide
residents with shopping options
while helping students at their
schools.

• At Forest Street School,
Saturday’s holiday bazaar,
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the school, will include a pan-
cake breakfast. There will be
vendors available for holiday
shopping, and books and jewel-
ry will be among the top items.
There is a small admission
charge.

• On Dec. 10, fathers of Hey-
wood Avenue School students
will prepare breakfast. The
school will be the site for ven-
dors, who will have items
including jewelry, perfumes and
clothing.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

Stories begin at 10 and 11
a.m., as well as noon, in the
Children’s Library.

The library is at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue. Call
the office at 973-673-0153 for
additional information. 

WOODS LEADS WORD-
SMITHS — Sixth-grade
student Justin Woods cor-
rectly spelled ‘duress’ on
Nov. 22 to win Heywood
Avenue School’s spelling
bee. Heywood is the first
of the Orange School Dis-
trict’s schools to conduct
a competition, with the
best grade-level perform-
ers advancing to the city-
wide spelling bee on Feb.
4. Heywood’s other first-
place winners included, in
grade 2, Abigail Excel-
lence; grade 3, Brevanna
Stephen; grade 4, Victoria
Fanfair; grade 5, Muham-
mad Haque; and Bianca
Simeon, grade 7. Haque
placed second, and Sime-
on third, in the overall
competition.
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Christie picks Constable for DCA position
Resident would move from Labor Department if nomination approved

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

In announcing several moves
within his Cabinet, Gov. Chris
Christie said he had nominated
Orange resident Richard Consta-
ble to lead the state Department of
Community Affairs.

Constable, a 39-year-old East
Orange native, is deputy commis-
sioner of the Department of Labor
and Workforce Development. He
came to the position in 2010 after
moving from the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Newark, where he
worked under Christie.

Constable’s nomination is to be
forwarded to the state Senate for
its approval. He would begin his
new duties Jan. 2 if confirmed.

In a press event to announce his
intention to have Constable
replace  Lori Grifa as DCA com-
missioner, Christie said personal
experience had much to do with
the selection.

“Rich has been among my
trusted advisors through the years.
He has been a most capable indi-
vidual in all that he pursues,” said
Christie. “I look forward to having
him in this new, vital role, where I
expect he will carry through with
my government reform agenda
with determination and skill.”

Christie credited Constable
with  the creation of the labor
department’s Fraud and Risk Pre-
vention Unit. Christie said that
since April more than $60 million

in fraudulent unemployment pay-
ments had been prevented.

Another money-saving project
by Constable, said Christie, was in
leading the department to issue
more unemployment benefits
through debit cards than by paper
checks. Christie said about $8 mil-
lion was saved through debit cards.

While he worked as an assistant
U.S. attorney, Constable served in
the Special Prosecutions Division,
which handled public corruption
cases.

It was through the Special Pros-
ecutions Division that former
Mayor Mims Hackett Jr. was
charged and eventually served a
prison sentence as one of the
dozens of public officials from

whom the division secured guilty
pleas or verdicts in corruption
cases.

Prior to any charges being filed
against Hackett, Constable was
among the leaders of a failed 2007
effort to recall the mayor. 

Through his state position, Con-
stable serves as a member of the
state Ethics Commission. He is an
adjunct professor at Rutgers Law
School and Fordham University
School of Law. 

After he graduated magna cum
laude from the University of
Michigan in 1994, Constable
clerked for Alan Page, the retired
Minnesota Viking lineman who has
served nearly two decades on the
Minnesota Supreme Court. Richard Constable

City gets
cleanup
funding

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Orange was one of five munici-
palities in Essex County that
received federal disaster funding
from a recent round of grants to aid
in cleanup efforts.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
said Orange’s share of the $142,000
Federal National Emergency Grant
would be used to hire workers to
help with the cleanup efforts. That
work has been ongoing since late
August when Hurricane Irene
passed, followed by pre-Halloween
snowstorm that downed power
lines and caused street and property
damage.

The $142,000 in funding will
pay for 14 jobs in Fairfield, Cald-
well, Bloomfield, Orange and Irv-
ington, according to the depart-
ment.

Hawkins said the city would
hire three full-time workers, who
would be employed on a three-
month basis. They began employ-
ment on Monday.

“The Orange residents will
work on cleanup, removing debris
and repairing public infrastruc-
ture,” Hawkins said. “These tempo-
rary employees will help our
Department of Public Works with
the continuing cleanup after the
two major storms,” Hawkins said.

Murray:
carjack
not true

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

An Orange woman was arrested
by Orange police and charged with
filing a false police report.

Mia Anderson, 45, was charged
by Essex County prosecutors with
telling city police that a vehicle she
was in had been stolen at gunpoint.
Carolyn Murray, the acting Essex
County prosecutor, said her office
believes the incident never
occurred.

“On Nov. 20, Anderson reported
to the Orange Police Department
that she was a victim of a carjack-
ing at 353 S. Center St. in Orange,”
Murray said Tuesday night in a
statement. “She alleged two black
males took her car at gunpoint. Two
detectives were assigned to the
case.”

Murray said Anderson was
arrested Monday for filing a false
report after detectives discovered
her car was involved in a crash in
Newark.

“Approximately an hour before
she reported having been carjacked,
Anderson’s car reportedly had a
large rock placed on the accelerator
and it crashed into a concrete
divider on 7th Avenue in Newark,”
said Murray.

Senior helpers
are in demand

The Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program can guide residents
older than 55 to service opportuni-
ties that match their skills and abil-
ity. Among the areas that can be
tapped are immunizing children,
providing food for the homeless,
and assisting with relief services.
The program is a national effort of
the Senior Corps of the Corporation
for National and Community Ser-
vice. Scheduling flexibility is avail-
able, officials said, and residents
can volunteer for as much time as
they are comfortable. 

Contact the Mayor’s Office at
973-266-4005 for additional infor-
mation.

Orange
receives
‘green’
award

The Sustainable Jersey program
announced in November that
Orange was among 20 New Jersey
municipalities which met the
requirements to achieve certifica-
tion during 2011.

Sustainable Jersey is a certifica-
tion program for municipalities in
New Jersey. Launched in 2009,
Sustainable Jersey is a nonprofit
organization that supports commu-
nity environmental efforts. It pro-
vides tools, training and financial
incentives to support and reward
communities as they pursue sus-
tainability programs. 

Officials with the organization
said certified towns excel in areas
such as improving energy efficien-
cy and health and wellness, reduc-
ing waste, sustaining local
economies, protecting natural
resources, and addressing diversity
and equity.

Officials with each municipali-
ty, including Orange Mayor Eld-
dridge Hawkins Jr., accepted the
awards.

Hawkins said Orange’s environ-
mental programs and policies that
helped it achieve certification
included the creation of a “Green
Team” to coordinate sustainable ini-
tiatives, requirements for energy-
saving technologies in new devel-
opment, and a focus on sustainabil-
ity in revising the Master Plan.
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Horace J. ‘Hoddy’ Mahon, shown as Seton Hall University’s head men’s basket-
ball coach during the 1981-82 season, led Orange High School to a state group
boys’ basketball championship in 1968. 

Local sideline presence dies
‘Hoddy’ Mahon coached 1968 OHS hoop champions

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Horace J. “Hoddy” Mahon, who brought Orange
High School a state boys’ basketball championship
during the 1960s and later spent more than a decade
at Seton Hall University, died Nov. 25 at his home in
Allenhurst.

Mahon coached five seasons at Orange High
School, including in 1967-68, when his Tornadoes
went undefeated and won the NJSIAA Group 3
championship. He was named the state’s Coach of
the Year by The Star-Ledger of Newark. He coached
three seasons at Immaculate Conception High
School in Montclair and two seasons at Woodbridge
High School prior to coming to Orange.

After he left Orange, Mahon spent a season as an
assistant coach at Fordham University in New York
City, then returned to serve as head coach at Essex
Catholic High School in East Orange for  1969-70
season before he moved to Seton Hall.

As an assistant to Bill Raftery for a decade, Seton

Hall reached the National Invitation Tournament in
1974 and 1977 and became a charter member of the
Big East Conference in 1979. After Raftery resigned
in 1981 to become a television analyst, Mahon was
promoted to head coach.

Seton Hall finished 11-16 after a strong start, but
the 1981-82 season will be known for early-season
victories over Notre Dame, Princeton, Providence
and the Houston team of “Phi Slamma Jamma”
fame.

After he was replaced by P.J. Carlesimo follow-
ing the season, Mahon was out of coaching until
1985, when he coach William Paterson College in
Wayne to a 16-10 record. He moved to Upsala Col-
lege in East Orange in 1988, and soon faced adver-
sity as the NCAA Division 3 program was hit with a
5-year probation sanction by the NCAA for cash
payments and de facto scholarships issued by school
officials prior to Mahon’s arrival. He showed his
dedication to the program by remaining until the
school closed in 1995.
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