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CPNJ launches
Thanksgiving drive

Cerebral Palsy of North Jer-
sey is nearing the completion of
its Thanksgiving collection of
turkeys and side-dish donations
to help the people it serves,
including those in a community
residence and an adult day pro-
gram in Orange.

Contact Natasha McCall at
973-763-9900, ext. 1100, or
email to nmccall@cpnj.org, for
donations or more information.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

Stories begin at 10 and 11
a.m., as well as noon, in the
Children’s Library.

The library is at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue. Call
the office at 973-673-0153 for
additional information. 

Senior volunteer
program begins

City officials have
announced a program to con-
nect older residents with oppor-
tunities to volunteer their expe-
rience and knowledge with local
organizations.

The Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program will match resi-
dents 55 years and older to serv-
ice opportunities in Orange
where their skills and abilities
can be effectively utilized.

Contact the Mayor’s Office
at 973-266-4005 for additional
information.

Free web listing
for nonprofits

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages on
the Orange Transcript’s web-
site, orangenjnavigtor.com,
which can provide text, video
and audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail
kurt@mytownnavigator.com. Events

planned
at Valley
Arts sites

Member organizations of the
Valley Arts District, located in a 10-
block section at the Orange/West
Orange border, will present the fol-
lowing upcoming events. 

• The Art Loop, on Dec. 2 from
6 to 9 p.m. features a reception for
the Gravity Mine exhibition of
Jody Lee’s work at the IronWorks
Gallery, 406 Tompkins Street.
Orange. 

• Arts Unbound announces its
second National Juried Exhibition,
“Originals,” running through Mon-
day.

• “Gift of Art,” Arts Unbound’s
holiday gift and craft shop, 168
Maplewood Ave. in Maplewood is
now open. 

• Arts Unbound offers a variety
of classes in the visual arts to youth
and adults with mental, develop-
mental and physical disabilities,
seniors, and at-risk youth and
adults. 

For information, visit www.art-
sunbound.org/classes.

• Hat City Kitchen, a new
restaurant at 459 Valley St.,
Orange, presents live music several
nights a week.  

For a full calendar of live music
performances that are currently
scheduled, visit www.hatcityk-
itchen.com/edetails.

• Catfish Friday Seasonal Art
Show and Sales, from through Dec.
17 YEMA Gallery, 540B Freeman
St., Orange. 

Gallery hours for the coming
season are Thursday  and Friday,
from 4 to 6 pm., and Saturday, from
1 to 6 p.m. 

Students learn steps to creating a business

Among the speakers at the recent business pro-
gram at Orange High School, titled ‘I Started Some-
thing,’ are, above at left, Kim Haas, of Haas Media,
who addresses students regarding their interests in
starting their own business; and Kevin Dent, above

at right, assistant director of Rising Tide Capital’s
new satellite office in Orange, who speaks to stu-
dents about what it takes to become an entrepre-
neur. Dent also assists entrepreneurs in the busi-
ness world. 

Orange High School celebrated Global
Entrepreneurship Week  from Nov. 14 to 20
with “I Started Something,” an event that pro-
vided students with the opportunity to hear
about successful entrepreneurial ventures, to
gain insight on various career paths and to
learn how an idea or passion can grow into a
business. 

Rising Tide Capital, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides entrepreneurship training
and coaching in underserved, urban communi-
ties, presented the event. The organization has
recently opened an office in Orange and cur-
rently are providing training to several local
entrepreneurs.

The event, “I Started Something,” took

place on Friday morning at Orange High
School. The program was held  simultaneous-
ly in three different locations: the library, the
cafeteria, and the chorus room. Students trav-
eled to each location. Students in Orange High
School’s Business Small Learning Communi-
ty attended the event. District personnel and
OHS parents also were invited to attend.

Speakers at the three different sites includ-
ed:

• Rosemarie Anderson, of the law offices of
Rosemarie Anderson;

• Orikl As-salaam, a musician and enter-
tainer;

• Kevin Benoit, publisher and founder of
Parle Magazine;

• Kim Haas, of Haas Media LLC;
• Michael LaMont, of Michael LaMont

Neckwear;
• Dr. Brian Martin, owner of Eagle Rock

Dental Care;
• Catherine Payne, founder of the Miss

Newark Pageant; and
• Tensley Whitney, publisher of  The Essex

Times
Orange High School Superintendent

Ronald C. Lee also addressed the students,
along with the co-founder and CEO of Rising
Tide Capital, Alfa Demmellash. Demmellash
told a moving story to the students to inspire
them to overcome obstacles and live their
dreams.

OFD to serve free turkey dinners

Firefighters Elvin Padilla, center, and Derrick ‘Dee’ Brown, right, and an unidenti-
fied companion, are among those members of the OFD who are preparing to serve
free Thanksgiving Day meals to members of the community at two different sites
this year: at fire headquarters on Central Avenue and Park Avenue School. 

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

This year, members of the Orange Fire Department
once again served up Thanksgiving dinner to anyone
in the city who wanted to enjoy a nice, traditional meal
with all the fixings. But this time the event was a little
different. 

That difference came from the fact that the fire-
fighters decided to feed the public for free from two
separate locations instead of at just one site. Normally,
the members simply open up the bay doors at the Chief
Martin DeMarzo Fire Headquarters and station located
at the corner of Central and Lincoln avenues and allow
hungry people to come in and partake of the holiday
bounty that has been prepared by the firefighters and
their families. 

But this year, even though the Fire Department
planned to hold its annual community dinner event at
their main facility across the street from the old
Orange Middle School building on Central Avenue,
they also set up a second site at Park Avenue School.
That meant that they had the chance to feed twice as
many people as they usually do, and that was just fine
as far as they were concerned. 

“We’re serving dinner to the public for free from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving day like we always
do,” said Firefighter Derrick “Dee” Brown. “We have

two locations this year, with one also at Park Avenue
School. We do this every year as a service to the pub-
lic because we believe that to whom much is given,
much is also required in turn.” 

Brown said that bit of old school biblical knowl-
edge and wisdom fits right in with the firemen’s creed
about service above self to the people and members of
the public that they are sworn to protect and serve. He
said that even though he and his fellow firefighters are
technically part of the fire service, working in the field
of fire science and prevention, that does not mean that
there is not a philosophical aspect to what they do. 

And that, Brown said, is why he is a firefighter and
why he and his fellow firefighters don’t have any prob-
lems or hesitation about feeding the public for free
during the holidays, in addition to serving them on the
job every other day of the year too. 

“In life, we search for that something that will bring
fulfillment to our lives,” Brown said. “In essence, we
are looking for that something that we are called to do.
I’ve been called to serve my community and those
who are in greatest need. To serve is my greatest
reward.” 

Anyone interested in finding our more about the
Fire Department’s Thanksgiving Day Community
Dinner at both locations this year can call 973- 266-
4229. 

Hawkins: Court
hiring should be
done by towns

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Last week elected officials,
municipal employees and others
from across New Jersey traveled to
Atlantic City for the annual League
of Municipalities conference, and
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. was
among them.

On Nov. 17, Hawkins released a
statement related to one of the
many issues that were discussed at
the LOM event. He said that the
New Jersey State Supreme Court
was attempting to control the hiring
of municipal court administrators
as part of “an unprecedented power
grab” and he is leading the League
of Municipalities to oppose the
court measure.

“In the past, appointments of
municipal court administrators
have always been within the sole
discretion of the municipal govern-
ing body,” Hawkins said. “The new
rule attempts to override the role of
local mayors, local governing bod-
ies, local voters and taxpayers. It
shows a complete disregard for
civil service rules and regulations
and violates the concept of separa-
tion of powers.”

Hawkins went on to say that nei-
ther the U.S. Constitution nor the
New Jersey Constitution gives the
judicial branch of government the
power to intervene in the municipal
hiring process. That’s why he said
that the state Supreme Court action
is an unprecedented power grab.

“The salaries of local court
administrators and other municipal
court costs are paid for by local tax-
payers,” Hawkins said. “If the state
judiciary wants to hire and fire
employees in our court system,
then local taxpayers and municipal-
ities should not have to foot the
bill.”

The mayor’s position is being
backed by the LOM. On Nov. 17
that organization passed a resolu-
tion calling for a change in the
recent state Supreme Court rule

governing the hiring process for
municipal court administrators in
New Jersey. Hawkins sponsored
the resolution, along with Mayor
Daniel J. Reiman of Carteret, and
Mayor Wayne Smith of Irvington.

The resolution calls the court’s
move unconstitutional, and also
calls for the state Supreme Court to
reconsider and amend its action. It
also calls upon the New Jersey state
Legislature to either clarify that the
appointments of municipal court
administrators are within the sole
discretion of the municipality, or
direct the Judiciary to fund the
Municipality Courts through their
budget.

“I am thankful for the co-spon-
sors of the league’s resolution,
Mayor Daniel J. Reiman of Carteret
and Mayor Wayne Smith of Irving-
ton, as they joined with me in rally-
ing the N.J. League of Municipali-
ties and mayors throughout the
state on this important issue.”

Earlier this year, on Sept. 13, the
New Jersey state Supreme Court
adopted amendments to the Rules
of Court, specifically R.1:34-3,
which deals with the hiring process
for municipal court administrators.
It altered the process by giving the
local state assignment judge the
discretion to review resumes of the
candidates for municipal court
administrator.

Under the new rule, a panel con-
sisting of the municipal court
judge, the municipal division man-
ager for the state courts, a munici-
pal court administrator from anoth-
er town in the area, and two repre-
sentatives from the municipality
who are not members of the police
department would interview the
candidates. Then, the assignment
judge could choose to interview the
final candidate and would have the
authority to approve or reject the
selected candidate.

Hawkins, Smith, Reiman and
others said the new rules are unac-
ceptable.

Photo by Chris Sykes


