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Newspaper offices
to close for holiday

Next week, our offices will
operate on a special schedule to
accommodate the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday.

Our paper will be published
one day early, on Wednesday.
Our offices will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24,
and reopen Nov. 25 at 9 a.m.

Our Nov. 23 deadlines:
• Legals, Friday, noon
• Display ads, Friday, noon
• Classifieds, Monday, 3 p.m.
• News, sports, letters, Fri-

day, noon

City’s holiday time
begins on Tuesday

The season of holiday
events  conducted through the
city and its agencies begins
next week with two events.

• Singers from the North
Jersey Philharmonic Glee Club
will break out the holiday cheer
Tuesday during the city’s annu-
al tree-lighting ceremony at
5:30 p.m. outside City Hall, 29
N. Day St.

• Personnel within the Fire
Department will serve their
annual Thanksgiving dinner on
Nov. 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
inside fire headquarters, Cen-
tral and Lincoln avenues.

CPNJ launches
Thanksgiving drive

Cerebral Palsy of North Jer-
sey is nearing the completion of
its Thanksgiving collection of
turkeys and side-dish donations
to help the people it serves,
including those in a community
residence and an adult day pro-
gram in Orange.

Contact Natasha McCall at
973-763-9900, ext. 1100, or
email to nmccall@cpnj.org, for
donations or more information.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

‘Julius Caesar’ comes to Orange Prep
Students from the Visual and Performing

Arts Department of Orange High School, joined
by Orange Preparatory Academy students, will
present William Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar”
in four performances at the beginning of
December. Directed by Maren Sugarman, drama
instructor at Orange Prep, “Julius Caesar” pres-
ents a tale of power, politics, assassination and
war. Sugarman said the audience will enjoy the
contemporary and interactive production of this
classic story. Performances are scheduled for
Dec. 1 to 3 at 7 p.m. each night, with a 2 p.m.
matinee presentation on Dec. 3. The perform-

ances will be in the Orange Prep auditorium.
Sugarman said she is excited for the opportu-

nity to direct a full Shakespeare production for
Orange High School; she has done Shakespeare
scenes and abridged plays with the Orange
Preparatory Academy Drama Society during the
past five years. She leads a cast of more than 30
students from Orange High and Orange Prep.

Some of the students in “Julius Caesar” are
experienced members of the high school drama
department and have performed in previous pro-
ductions, such as “Arsenic and Old Lace, “Drac-
ula” and the musical, “Joseph and the Amazing

Technicolor Dreamcoat.” For many other stu-
dents, “Julius Caesar” will mark their acting
debut.

Orange Prep is at Central and Lincoln
avenues. The auditorium is wheelchair accessi-
ble and has assisted-hearing units available for
the hearing-impaired. Tickets will be available
in advance, by calling M.J. Cunningham at 973-
677-4000, ext. 5017, or at the door.

Additional information about “Julius Cae-
sar” and other art activities at Orange High
School are available through the department’s
website at www.orangearts.net.

Former
Y leader:
aid to job
seekers

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Lori Williams is on a mission to
help unemployed Orange residents
get back to work through a just-cre-
ated organization.

Williams, a former director of
the YWCA of Essex and West Hud-
son in Orange, said that as a current
member of Word of Life Christian
Fellowship Church and the United
Clergy of the Oranges, she has
found a new direction for her work
that coincides with her beliefs. 

“I’m the director of Newness of
Life, a new non-profit that’s com-
ing in to provide human resources
for people to help them find jobs,
get ready for job placement, and
start after-school programs for our
youth,” said Williams. “We also
want to do different aspects of
financial empowerment, as well as
teaching people about the real
estate market, and how they can get
housing.” 

Williams said the state of the
economy has added a sense of
urgency to her new mission. She
said politicians are now talking
seriously about the need for
employment and job creation; how-
ever, the public cannot wait for
them to do something.

Williams said that is especially
the case with urban communities,
containing large minority popula-
tions, such as Orange, where the
unemployment rate among blacks
is estimated to be twice the nation-
al average of about nine percent.
She said that statistic, combined
with what she said is an assault on
the black middle class through pub-
lic-sector job elimination and hir-
ing freezes, is proof the traditional
American work paradigm has
changed fundamentally. People,
said Williams, need to recognize,
and adjust to, that fact.

“You don’t want to go stand in
line at unemployment for hours or
go to six weeks of a bank thing,
when you can have it down with
nice godly principles applied to it,”
said Williams. 

Newness of Life is located at 15
Central Ave. in West Orange, and
hopes to move into Orange soon.
Additional information about the
organization and its programs is
available at 973-678-0300.

Families tell stories through painting
Local families met Nov. 8 as the Family

Success Center of Orange unveiled a mural
conceived and created by local families.

The families are part of the center’s Parent
Community Advisory Board, a group of par-
ents and children who work with staff to iden-
tify areas of interest or need in the community
that they want to address. Identifying creative
art enrichment and community beautification
as areas of interest, the mural is the result of

their free summer art classes. 
Working together with Creative Force,

families mapped out the mural with themes of
“families in nature” and “stages of life.” Par-
ticipating families were awarded with certifi-
cates.

“The dedicated work of the Parent Com-
munity Advisory Board is visible in this
breathtaking mural, which not only links local
families together, but serves to beautify the

Family Success Center of Orange,” said Paula
Sabreen, executive director of Family Con-
nections, the center’s parent organization. The
completed mural, now more than eight feet
high, hangs on the inside wall of the Family
Success Center of Orange at 170 Scotland Rd.  

Additional information about the Parent
Community Advisory Board, including mem-
bership, is available by contacting the Family
Success Center of Orange at 973-677-2500.

Photo Courtesy Family Connections
Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. helped family members and staff at the Family Services Center of Orange
in the unveiling of a wall mural inside the center’s Scotland Road office.

Mayor keeps pushing for property reval
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.

said he favors conducting a new
property revaluation in order to
bring Orange’s property assess-
ments into line with the current
real estate market.

Hawkins, who said last week he
wants a property revaluation, was
upset because the council did not
approve his request for a property
reassessment. He said the coun-
cil’s action was unfair and it needs
to approve a revaluation project.

Hawkins said he has put togeth-
er a list of reasons for a property
revaluation. The reasons included
how the state-mandated property
revaluation that occurred five
years ago, when home property
values were high during the peak
in the housing bubble, was
handled. Hawkins claimed that
after the revaluation, tax bills of
many homeowners increased from
40 percent to as much as 100 per-
cent.

“In one year, property taxes on
homes rose by from $500 to
$6,000,” Hawkins said. “The
revaluation shifted more of the
cost of government from commer-
cial property owners to homeown-
ers. For example, the White Castle
on Central Avenue had their taxes
reduced $30,000 by revaluation at
the same time that residential taxes
shot up.”

Hawkins said he believed that
adjustment especially hurt home-
owners on fixed incomes. Their

pain, however, was spread equally
across the city, said Hawkins.

“All homeowners were put in
jeopardy of losing their homes,
their retirement savings, and their
financial security,” Hawkins said.
“If we conduct a revaluation now
that residential values are much
lower, we can begin to repair the
imbalance between residential and
commercial property values and
achieve fairness for all taxpayers.

“If the City Council approves
the revaluation process, taxes will
be based on today’s lower market
values, not the unfair assessments

of the past revaluation,” Hawkins
added.

Another reason the revaluation
is needed, Hawkins said, is
because it could slow the drain on
Orange’s revenue caused by a large
number of tax appeals during each
of the years since the revaluation.

“Because of tax appeals, the
city lost about $400,000 in rev-
enues last year,” Hawkins said.
“That same loss continues every
year, but it grows enormously as
each year passes with more and
more people appealing their
assessments.”

“All of that lost revenue has to
be made up by the other taxpayers
who did not appeal their assess-
ments,” Hawkins continued.
“Without revaluation, as each year
passes, the property-tax burden in
Orange will become more and
more unfair.”

Hawkins said the last revalua-
tion hurt property owners in every
ward, but a new revaluation, like-
wise, would benefit owners
throughout the city.

“This is not just a South Ward
issue,” Hawkins said. “The cost of
revaluation is small compared to

the benefits. The $400,000 cost
represents approximately $65 for
the average homeowner. If it were
spread over five years, that would
be about $15 per year.”

In exchange for a relatively few
dollars, Hawkins said that many
city taxpayers will see their taxes
reduced by hundreds or thousands
of dollars compared to what they
would pay without revaluation.

“Without revaluation, the tax
base will continue to go down as
smart taxpayers appeal their valua-
tions,” Hawkins said. “The taxpay-
ers who can’t pay the high cost of
challenging their assessments will
get hit with tax increases to make
up for the lost revenues from those
who appealed their assessments.”

Councilman Elroy Corbitt said
that even though he opposed
Hawkins’ reassessment request, he
was not opposed to a property
revaluation.

“A revaluation is more fair than
a reassessment. It’s also more
effective because they have to
go inside all of the properties to
look around, see if there have been
in additions, improvements or
upgrades that would have affected
the value of home of the property
instead of just riding by and dong a
reassessment based on surrounding
properties,” said Corbitt. “In a
reassessment, if a property had
been sold in a particular area, they
use that selling price to calculate
the values of the other properties in
that area, but that’s not fair because
every home is different.”

The White Castle restaurant on Central Avenue had its tax bill reduced as a result
of the state-mandated property revaluation five years ago, said Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., who is in favor of a new property revaluation.


