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LOWER SCHOOL  
OPEN HOUSE

for Pre-K and Kindergarten

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

9:30-11:00 a.m.
 122 Gregory Ave., West Orange

Find out about our outstanding dual-curriculum, our 

enduring commitment to academic excellence and our 

exceptional teachers. Learn about our exciting new 

endowment, the wonderful opportunities it presents for our 

school and our rededication as the Golda Och Academy.

 Please RSVP to the 
Office of Admissions: 973-602-3601 
or admissions@goldaochacademy.org

Solomon Schechter Day School  
of Essex and Union

is now

www.GoldaOchAcademy.org
Pre-K through 12th grade

Find Local Everything
On Your Navigator!

News, Events, Friends, Deals, Contests,
Eating, Shopping, Services & More!

Visiting another town in the area? There’s probably a Navigator
site there too! Go to MyTownNavigator.com to see

EastOrangeNavigator.com
FOR LOCAL LIFE, NEWS & FRIENDS

In Your Town

It’s Fun. It’s Free. It’s 100% East Orange!

Orange council needs guidance
To the Editor:

What defines a professional employee? Why is the Orange City Coun-
cil jeopardizing the town? Why are they spending taxpayers’ money
unnecessarily?

In the corporate world and other knowledgeable places, a professional
is a person who can operate given a broad set of ideas and concepts, and
can develop a line of action to specify goals and objectives, solve prob-
lems and come to a proper conclusion. Nonprofessionals, on the other
hand, require very specific, detailed instructions that lead to a specific
conclusion.

Managers come from the professional class. Nonprofessionals often
think they’re managers. Elected officials, such as council members,
should have managerial abilities. That includes working within conflict-
ing boundaries and making the right decisions.

On Jan. 18, the Orange City Council met and was to have dealt with
the mayor’s 2011 budget, which has been overdue since Sept. 15, 2010,
and whose late introduction caused the city to potentially lose as much as
$3 million in state aid without action by the council.

The budget resolution was not listed on the agenda, so time was wast-
ed while the council tried to juggle the program to rearrange the agenda
to add the budget presentation. In addition, the city clerk was absent for
the second time, and the council had to rearrange the program to appoint
an acting clerk and seat him. All this occurred because of a lack of pro-
fessional skills and knowledge of Robert’s Rules.

After the mayor’s budget message, the public portion of the meeting
generated many issues raised by union members and citizens for the
mayor. The council president allowed the mayor great time to respond,
which upset some council members. There were two resolutions on the
agenda; one that had been defeated previously to contract out snow
removal, and the second to contract for school crossing guards, with
which the council had problems.

In their anger, however, they voted both down and walked out on the
mayor because the council president gave him too much time to speak. 

If there was an understanding of the council’s job and the fact the city
received a notice from the state that its new budget deadline was Dec. 23
and now past due, they would have acted differently. Further, if they dis-
agreed with the council president, they could have challenged him under
Robert’s Rules. If the majority voted against the chair, they could have
challenged the mayor’s time limit.

Let’s pray for guidance for the council. God Bless America.
William R. Lewis

Orange
Editor’s note: William R. Lewis served the South Ward on the

Orange City Council from 1990 to 2006.

Sometimes you must dream to find your way
The new year has arrived, and if

the rest of 2011 is as life-changing
as its start, this will be a historic
time. 

I need say only one word to
describe this year’s debut — snow!

In spite of life’s ups and downs,
living goes on for people around
the world. No matter the event, joy-
ous or tragic, people across the
world continue on with their lives
regardless of what may take place
around us or in other parts of the
globe.

In my first column for this year,
let me start by revealing something
I have never shared with anyone,
not even relatives or close friends.
When I have a problem or life-
altering event, many times I dream
solutions to those problems or
events.

Let me explain. When I cannot
solve certain problems, I have an
uncanny ability to come up with an
answer from a dream. Many of my
columns result from ideas, thoughts
and subjects I have dreamed about.

I have never discussed this hid-
den ability with anyone because I
feared they might think I had lost
my mind. Guess what I discovered
recently? No, I did not discover I
have lost my mind. I discovered
that there is a name for this type of
dream. “Lucid Dreaming” is the
technical term.

Lucid dreamers have the ability
to become aware that they are

dreaming, and depending upon the
person, some are able to control the
outcome of the dream.

Example: I might be working on
a difficult project, column or sim-
ple life-type problem, and cannot
find a solution or the answer I need.
My lucid dreaming ability allows
me to recreate my situation while
dreaming, and most times I dream
up viable and positive outcomes to
the situation.

We recently celebrated a holiday
honoring Dr. King, “the dreamer.” I
do not know if the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. was a lucid dream-
er or not, but many of the things Dr.
King spoke of in his “I Have a
Dream” speech seemed impossible
when he spoke them. History has
seen many of them come to pass.

I have to admit I was not a sup-
porter of Dr. King’s agenda as a
teenager. I believed a bloody revo-
lution through force would be the
only way to change racism in
America. I also thought Dr. King
and his followers were crazy for
allowing themselves to be spat on,
beaten and locked up without offer-
ing any resistance.

One of my teenage heroes, still
my hero today, is Muhammad Ali,
also was born in the month of Jan-
uary. Ali was the Olympic light-
weight boxing champion in 1960. A
brash and outspoken Ali went on to
beat “the monster,” Sonny Liston,
for the heavyweight championship
in 1965 at the tender age of 22.

Ali and Dr. King are both Capri-
corns like myself. But Ali spoke out
on issues that were important to me
and other young black men during
this historic time, now referred to
as the Civil Rights Movement.

Needless to say, Dr. King
showed doubters such as myself
and many others in America and
across the world how to conduct a
less bloody, successful revolution
through peaceful, nonviolent resist-
ance.

In spite of my incredible “lucid
dreaming” abilities, I have not yet
been able to dream up solutions to
some pressing problems:

• Why all children in this great
nation of ours do not receive equal
education depending upon where
the child lives as guaranteed in our
Constitution;

• Why the leaders of this great
nation cannot put politics aside
long enough to help make this
country a great place to live for all
our citizens;

• Why with all the vast wealth
this great nation possesses we
allow millions of Americans to go

homeless in this country. The irony
is that many of the homeless are
veterans who fought so we could be
free.

I pray that somewhere there are
other dreamers like Dr. King who
will be inspired to dream the
impossible and solve these prob-
lems.

In ending this column, I have
faith that our children or our chil-
dren’s children will one day have
the power to dream up solutions to
America’s problems. The future of
this nation as the  No. 1 superpow-
er in the world may depend upon it. 

Knowledge is Power!

Harry Paden is an Irvington res-
ident and chief executive officer
of HP INC, an educational con-
sulting company. He is reached at
973-580-2496, via e-mail at
harry_paden@hotmail.com, or
comments can be posted on his
website at www.hpinc-consult-
ant.com.

Three eighth-grade students
from the Sojourner Truth Middle
School in East Orange participated
recently in an annual competition
where students are asked to speak
about the late Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.

Terrell Golden, Davante Robin-
son and Docter Dowkins earned the
opportunity to participate in a final
competition after advancing from
preliminary judging, said school
officials. Competing against stu-
dents from area schools in the Met-
ropolitcan Batpist Church in
Newark, Robinson was declared
the winner and received a cash
award from the Alpha Phi Alpha
fraternity.

“Winning feels honorable. It’s
not about winning $300, it’s really
about being an example of what Dr.
Martin King Jr. represents,” said
Robinson.

The requirement of the oratori-
cal competition is to write and per-
form a speech that embodies King’s
ideals Contest officials said partici-
pants had to evoke what they called

the power of King’s messages
through their speech and delivery.

A brief background of the three
Truth students who participated in
Newark:

DAVANTE ROBINSON
• What is your favorite sub-

ject? Social Studies.
• How does it feel to win the

Martin Luther King Jr. Oratori-
cal Contest? I feel honored. It’s not
about winning $300; it’s really
about being an example of what Dr.
Martin Luther King represents. 

• What would you say to Dr.
King if he were alive today?
Thank you for inspiring me and
providing me with feeling as
though I can use your same meth-
ods to change the crises in the
world today. 

• As the winner of an honor-
able award, share some inspira-
tional words with your peers:
Strive for what you want to accom-
plish and I’ll continue to do the
same. 

DOCTER DAWKINS
• Favorite school subject:

Math/Geometry.
• How do you evoke Martin

Luther King Jr. in your everyday
life? I evoke his life by never
allowing myself to be tempted with
violence when confronted with
hostility. 

• What are your future career
goals? I would like to be an archi-
tect. 

TERRELL GOLDEN
• Favorite school subject:

Math.
• Besides Martin Luther King

Jr., who do you most admire in
the world? My uncle Gary. When
Gary wants to obtain a goal in life,
he works hard to accomplish his
goal. 

• What are your future career
goals? FBI agent. 

Davante Robinson Docter Dawkins Terrell Golden

Truth trio speaks at King contest; Robinson wins

Orange to present workshop to help minority, female owners
Minority and female business

owners can learn how to qualify
their businesses for public contracts
next week when city officials in
Orange present a workshop at City
Hall. The workshop, scheduled
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., is intended
to help local minority and women-
owned construction-related compa-

nies become certified by the state to
be registered as Minority or
Women-Owned Business Enter-
prises for the purpose of securing
public contracts. “As the pace of
redevelopment in Orange increas-
es, major construction projects such
as the Walter G. Alexander develop-
ment and others will generate jobs

and construction contracts,” said
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. “We
are holding this workshop to enable
local minority and women-owned
businesses to participate in projects
in Orange and throughout New Jer-
sey that have a MBWE require-
ment. This, in turn, will create jobs
for Orange residents.” City officials

said certification allows businesses
to be registered and listed on direc-
tories and websites where contrac-
tors search for information about
construction-related businesses.
They said many companies con-
tract with minority and women-
owned businesses to comply with
legally mandated set-asides. Most

governmental agencies set aside a
percentage of their purchases for
minority- or women- owned enter-
prises. 

Registered companies have a
better opportunity to acquire con-
tracts and also are eligible for sup-
port from the National Women’s
Business Center and the Minority

Business Center. They can apply
for special loans and programs
exclusively designed to aid minori-
ty and women-owned businesses. 

For more information about the
workshop and about requirements
for registration, call Isaias Rivera,
Orange’s compliance officer, at
973-266-4007.

First in Orange
helps teenagers

First in Orange members par-
ticipate in activities within the
organization as well as the com-
munity. Members meet Tues-
days from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
Church of the Epiphany, 105
Main St.

First in Orange is a nonprofit
organization created in 1995 to
provide support for students
ages 12 to 18 in Orange and
neighboring municipalities. It
receives help from volunteers,
the Orange Municipal Alliance
and members of the Orange
Police Department.

Registration for membership
is accepted before each session.
Students and parents can receive
a form by contacting Elizabeth
Jackson, executive director, at
973-266-4111, ext. 5062, or
Jacquie Johnson, program assis-
tant, at 973-803-3477. Contact
http://firstinorangeteenprogram
.tripod.com or by e-mail to
firstinorange@yahoo.com.

Knowledge
Is Power
By Harry Paden
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