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Hispanic festival
set for Saturday

Monte Irvin Orange Park
will come alive with music Sat-
urday when the city presents its
annual Spanish Festival.

Activities are planned from
noon to 6 p.m. in the park. Con-
tact the city’s Department of
Community Services at 973-
266-4068 for more information.

Elks will present
awards fundraiser

Members of the Elks Lodge
135 will host a fundraiser,
“Every Child Matters,” to bene-
fit Camp Moore and 2014 Para-
lympic ski hopeful Staci Man-
nella Saturday at the lodge.

The afternoon of food and
entertainment will include the
recognition of the Elks’ Citizens
of the Year. The program is
scheduled from noon to 6 p.m.
at the lodge, 475 Main St. Call
973-714-4614 for tickets.

Library hosts
kids’ story time

Children can spend an hour
listening to readings Saturdays
as the Orange Public Library
hosts a storyteller.

Stories begin at 10 and 11
a.m., as well as noon, in the
Children’s Library.

The library is at Main Street
and South Essex Avenue. Call
the office at 973-673-0153 for
additional information. 

Orange schools
host open houses

Public schools in Orange
will conduct open houses to
begin the school year. This
week’s events include:

• Cleveland: today, 6-8 p.m.
• Central Parks: PreK to

Grade 1, Wednesday, 6-8 p.m.;
Grades 2-7, Sept. 22, 6-8 p.m.

• Forest: PreK to Grade 4,
Monday, 6-8 p.m.; Grades 5-7,
Tuesday, 6-8 p.m.

• Lincoln: Grades K-4,
Tuesday, 6-8 p.m.; Grades 5-7,
Wednesday, 6-8 p.m.

• Orange Prep: All grades,
Sept. 22, 6-8 p.m.

Property
checks
result in
violations

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Six businesses were cited for
code violations following surprise
inspections by a city task force.

The Quality of Life Task Force,
which includes representatives
from seven departments, conducted
inspections Friday evening of  the
properties, four which serve alco-
hol. City officials said task force
members found multiple violations
at each site.

• The Castaway Lounge, 284
Watchung Ave., was cited for sev-
eral property maintenance issues,
including high weeds and deterio-
rated signage, said officials.  Health
concerns included kitchen area
food storage, pots and boxes of
spices stored on the floor, food
products in the hand sink and an
unkempt basement. 

• Officials said Cherry’s
Lounge, 145 Lincoln Ave., had
debris at the building’s rear. They
added fire personnel determined
the basement stairs were danger-
ous, the electrical panel was not
properly labeled and an extension
cord was improperly used to supply
an air conditioning unit.

• The Harmony Bar, 171 Central
Ave., was cited for debris at the rear
of the building. Officials said the
bar area needed cleaning and
repairs were necessary to the floor,
men’s bathroom doors, and ceiling
in the ladies bathroom. They added
the back storage room needed to be
painted or tiled, the basement area
cleaned and open containers of cat
food removed.

• Task force members said The
Caribbean Club, 10 N. Center St.,
had noticeable water on the floors
of the lower-level bathrooms. Fire
officials said their main concern
was the number of people in the
club when they arrived. The offi-
cials said an occupancy sign was
not displayed and no one was
checking the number of patrons
entering or exiting.

• A complaint sent task force
members to the Toast of the Town
Liquor Store, 283 Scotland Rd., on
a report of loiterers in front of the
store and alleged drug activity at
the bar. Ryan Myricks of Orange
and Raheem Greene of East Orange
were arrested for active warrants.

In addition to the arrests, fire
officials determined there was an
illegal use of extension cords for
illuminating neon signs, emergency
lights not functioning, a conveyor
belt in use on the basement stairs
causing the stairs to be unsafe,
exposed refrigerator units in use on
the first floor, and blockage in front
of the basement entrance.

• Three Corner’s Deli, 306
Washington Street, was cited for
trash and debris in the rear, litter at
the front of the building, missing
sections of awning, and rubbish and
debris in the basement. Fire offi-
cials said they found an illegal con-
veyer belt on the stairs to the base-
ment, poor and failing construction
of the stairs, an electrical panel not
labeled for a smoke detection sys-
tem, exposed electrical wires with
no covers on splice wires, illegal
extension cords to illuminate neon
signs, and exposed wiring in plain
sight and reach.

HANDS
to lead
tours of
Valley

Officials with the not-for-profit
Housing and Neighborhood Devel-
opment Services have scheduled
several tours of the Valley Arts Dis-
trict of Orange and West Orange. It
is an opportunity, they said, to show
how some of the area’s history is
being restored.

One-hour tours have been
scheduled Tuesday and Oct. 4 and
18 at 10 a.m.; Sept. 27 and Oct. 11
at 6 p.m.; and Saturday and Oct. 15
at 11 a.m. Tours  leave from the Hat
City Kitchen.

Contact the HANDS office at
973-678-3110, ext. 8, or send an
email, with name, email and tele-
phone number, to tour@handsinc.
org.

A weekend of food and fun

Photo Courtesy City of Orange
The intersection of Lincoln Avenue and Mechanic Street was vibrant last weekend as the Italian-American
Organization hosted its annual festival. Visitors enjoyed food from local eateries and entertainment from area
performers during the two-day event.

Police personnel receive church honors
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Four uniformed and one civilian

member of the Orange Police
Department were honored for their
work during a local church’s 9/11
service.

Acting Police Director Kevin
Soohy and the Rev. Reginald Jack-
son, one of the department’s chap-
lains, attended last week’s 9/11
Remembrance Service and Salute
to Public Servants in Christian
Love Baptist Church, Irvington.

Jackson delivered a “Prayer for

Public Servants,” then watched as
Sgt. Wilbur Baptist and Officers
Robert Cherry, Jean Barbosa and
Pablo Cajiga, as well as civilian
staff member Jacqueline Harkeem,
were honored.

“How well do we remember the
pain, hurt and loss of 9/11,” Jack-
son said. “As we remember those
things, we also remember the men
and women who ran toward the
danger, not away from it.

“Public servants serve a public
that is not always respectful and
grateful and is not always support-

ive,” Jackson continued in his
prayer. “Bless the public servants
and the public that they serve.”

The church building was filled
as its pastor,  Rev. Ron Christian,
and his parishioners celebrated the
dedication of the police, fire and
emergency personnel who respond-
ed to the Twin Towers after they
had been struck by two airplanes
hijacked by terrorists.

While many of the first respon-
ders made the “ultimate sacrifice”
on that warm September day in
2001, Christian said their deaths

were not in vain. He added it was
up to those who lived to honor their
individual and collective sacrifices.

As for today’s personnel, Chris-
tian said they also deserve recogni-
tion from their communities. He
said it was important to value the
men and women who risk their
lives to prevent another attack.

Christian also received an
honor, a ceremonial key to the
county, from Essex County Execu-
tive Joseph DiVincenzo Jr. for his
work as a chaplain for the Sheriff’s
Department.

Officials defend hiring of ‘outside’ firefighters
Non-uniformed union leader said department should have recruited local candidates first

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

City officials have taken issue with the
comments of a municipal union official
who objected to the hiring of two firefight-
ers from outside Essex County.

The firefighters, who had been laid off
from departments in Camden and Mon-
mouth counties, were hired in July as the
first of 12 new firefighters under a federal
grant the city received earlier this year.
After their hirings, Raymond Wingfield,
who heads the Orange Municipal Employee
Benevolent Association, questioned if city

officials should have first sought candi-
dates from within the city or county.

City officials utilized a state law which
allows municipalities to hire firefighters
who were laid off on without requiring
them to go to through the testing and acad-
emy process. The state Department of Labor
maintains a list of eligible firefighters.

Attempts to reach Wingfield were not
successful.

In a City Hall interview with several city
officials, Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said
Wingfield’s concerns were unfounded. He
said all of Orange’s firefighters who had

been laid off in January due to budget con-
straints were rehired or found employment
in other municipalities.

“There are not 10 firefighters laid off
from Orange elsewhere,” said Hawkins,
referring to the number of positions the city
must fill under the three-year federal grant.
He said the city is looking at hiring six fire-
fighters shortly — two from the state list,
four from the county Fire Academy.

Three of the four academy candidates are
from Orange, said Fire Chief Robert Man-
ganelli. He added the city trio came out of a
group of 14 applicants.

Manganelli said a concern with the Fire
Department is that many potential appli-
cants do not advance past the screening
process. It includes a background check.

“In our and police business, the process
is different than for non-uniformed candi-
dates; the screening process is different,”
said Manganelli. “We’re in and out of peo-
ple’s homes. There has to be a level of
trust.”

City Attorney Marvin Braker said the
legal term for fire and police personnel is
“special public servants, for they require a
higher level of integrity.”

Face canvas

Photo Courtesy Helping Hands and Ears
Bo Bo the Clown applies paint to a girl’s face, one of the activities provided dur-
ing a recent fundraising picnic presented by the Helping Hands and Ears organ-
ization. Additional photos on Page 5.


