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Back To School 2011
This special publication pro-

vides information to help our
readers  prepare for the upcoming
school year.                    See Inside.

Mayor’s Picnic
set for next week

Older residents can enjoy an
afternoon outdoors next week as
the city presents the annual
Mayor’s Picnic.

The event is scheduled  Fri-
day at 10 a.m. at the Orange
Reservoir, Northfield Avenue,
West Orange.

School orientation
sessions scheduled

The Orange School District
has planned orientation sessions
for students and their parents.

• Students at the Orange
Preparatory Academy will meet
Monday at 6 p.m. in the audito-
rium of the school, Central and
Lincoln avenues.

• Orange High’s 10th-
graders will meet Tuesday, 11th-
graders on Wednesday, and
12th-graders on Aug. 25 at 6
p.m. in the cafeteria of the
school, 400 Lincoln Ave.

Barnhardt returns
for Tyson concert

Sandra Barnhardt, former
minister of music at St.
Matthew AME Church, will
return with several groups and a
choir from the Charleston, S.C.,
area for “Gospel Music: The
Charleston Experience” will be
presented Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. in
the Cicely Tyson Community
School in East Orange.

Call 973-414-8600 for tick-
ets and additional information.

City union head objects to outside hirings

Water bills
are going 
to a new
system
United advises
5,400 customers

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Customers should be aware of a
major change to their water bills
when they send their next payment.

United Water, which serves
approximately 5,400 customers in
Orange, announced last week that
it will implement a new computer
system. Billing services should
improve, according to Dennis
Ciemniecki, company president of
the regulated business division.

In a statement, Ciemniecki said
the system will upgrade storage of
customer information and calcula-
tion of service charges.

As part of the system’s rollout,
Ciemniecki said customers will be
issued new account numbers. He
urged customers to use the new
numbers when they send their next
payment. However, the company
understands some customers may
need to make adjustments.

“We understand that customers
may need time to update their
records if they are making pay-
ments with their current account
number,” said Ciemniecki.
“Because the new system stores
historical data, transactions can
also be completed using the old
account numbers.”

Ciemniecki said customers will
not be able to make some transac-
tions through United Water’s web-
site during the first week of the new
system’s implementation. He said
customers can make payments via
telephone, either through a cus-
tomer service representative or the
company’s pay-by-phone service.

Telephone messages left for a
United Water communications rep-
resentative for additional informa-
tion Monday and Tuesday were not
returned.

Student
bridge
players
compete

Students from bridge clubs at
the Park Avenue and Oakwood
Avenue schools competed Saturday
in a youth bridge tournament in
Parsippany.

Members traveled to the Shera-
ton Hotel in the Morris County
town to participate in the District 3
Summer Regional Bridge Tourna-
ment. Two club members, Rood-
shell Andrezil and Anahyah Mul-
drou from Oakwood Avenue
School, placed third.

The club members were accom-
panied by their teachers, Karen
Rizio and Pamela Venable, along
with Barbara Clark, a former dis-
trict administrator who helped to
organize their participation. All the
tournament players received a
bridge lesson before play began
and were provided a pizza lunch
and prizes after the competition.

Morton’s musical barbecue bests the rain
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
If it’s August in Orange, it’s time for Coun-

cilman Rayfield Morton’s annual Summer BBQ
Jam at his home on Parrow Street.

“What a shame we had to hold it in the rain
this year, but we had a ball,” Morton said. “We
partied in the rain without any reservation. It
was so beautiful.”

Morton said he was particularly pleased that
this year’s weather did not put a damper on the
party that has become an Orange tradition in
many peoples’ minds. He said there were “at

least” 300 people at this year’s event.
“It was quite a sight to see hundreds of peo-

ple enjoying themselves in the rain,” Morton
said. “I was expecting over 900 people, but with
the rain and inclement weather we tipped the
scales at almost 300. I’m humbled that there
were that many people there anyway.”

The because the featured attraction was a
performance by a club and dance musician.

“The party was great, and the show featuring
Colonel Abrams was a sensation,” Morton said.
“Every year we throw this party and in the past
we have had as many as 700-plus people

attend,” Morton said. “I would say we hold the
largest barbecue in Orange. We even get people
from East Orange and Newark who come to
party with us because they know that it’s just
one big day of networking, having fun and danc-
ing like it’s 1949.”

Morton said it was his 11th year of having a
cookout. Ironic as it might seem, he added the
fact it rained Sunday served as a reaffirmation of
his faith.

“When it’s meant for good, no man can tear
it down,” Morton said. “It rained but we partied
like it was a hot summer day.”

Casting a critical gaze

Photo By John Zucal
Rashida Simmons discusses artwork with her 3-year-old son, Kendi Braxton, Saturday during a community
fair in the Valley Arts District. Additional photos on Pages 3, 4 and 8.

Williams: More youth activities needed
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Councilwoman Donna K.

Williams said she firmly believes in
recreation and youth activities that
can help keep Orange’s young peo-
ple out of trouble.

“We have a great recreation
department in Orange, but it would
be nice to sit down with other
municipal leaders, youth advocates
and service providers to see how
other communities are doing it,”
Williams said. “Recreation oppor-
tunities for our children and young
people are diminishing because of

cuts in funding. As a result we’ve
seen increases in crime and vio-
lence. The way to counteract that is
to come up with alternative funding
sources to make sure we will be
capable of doing what we need to
do for our young people.”

Williams said creating programs
and activities for youths would
have the effect of improving the
overall public safety in Orange.
The problem, she said, is getting
the community and elected repre-
sentatives to realize that and act.

“The opportunities that were
available to my generation as kids

are not there for the kids today. We
need to figure out how to solve that
problem,” Williams said.

Keith Pressey, supervisor for the
city’s Division of Recreation, said
he agrees with Williams. Pressey
said Orange had a successful sum-
mer when it came to the number of
programs available and the amount
of youth participation, but he
always wants to improve.

Pressey said that is why the sup-
port of Williams and other youth
advocates is important, especially
since students return to school
Sept. 8. He said that means the

division will have to focus on pro-
viding both after-school and recre-
ation activities, a stronger chal-
lenge. “Recreation is all about cre-
ating memories that kids will have
and keep for a lifetime,” Pressey
said. “All of the kids want to win,
but when they don’t, they feel dis-
appointed that they were not able to
complete the task. A loss is only a
real loss when you fail to learn
from it. As long as you can find
something in the defeat to motivate
you to work harder or try some-
thing different the next time, then it
wasn’t a total waste.”

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

A few weeks ago the city hired two new
firefighters. That does not sit well with
some longtime public employees.

Raymond Wingfield is the president of
the Orange Municipal Employees Benevo-
lent Association, the union that represents
101 city employees in every department
except police and fire. The union recently
had 12 of its members rehired by the city
after layoffs.

Robert Glassman and Daniel Hessler
recently were taken on as the first two of 12
new firefighters city officials are supposed
to hire through a $1.2 million federal grant.
City officials the 24 hirings will address the
personnel issues about which fire union

officials had complained for years.
During the swearing-in ceremony for

Glassman and Hessler, Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. said all the hirings will increase
the Fire Department’s staff from 50 to 74
employees. Fire union officials said the
department has been budgeted for as many
as 80 members in the past.

Wingfield said he is glad for Glassman
and Hessler, but that does not mean that he
is happy about the unemployment situation
with his union members.

Wingfield said he believed the city’s
newest hires are more examples of how out-
of-touch the Hawkins administration is with
“real people in Orange.”

“The administration recently hired some
guys for the Fire Department, but they were

all from South Jersey, not from Orange,”
Wingfield said. “Wasn’t there anybody from
this area who they could have hired? We
have people here in Orange and other parts
of Essex County who need work, too. Why
do we have to go all the way down to South
Jersey to find people to hire?”

Glassman and Hessler were laid off from
their departments; Hessler from Upper
Freehold Township in Monmouth County,
Glassman from Gloucester City in Camden
County.

Wingfield said since Hawkins became
mayor he has consistently gone outside of
Orange to fill positions while he believed
there were qualified area residents available.

“The really disturbing thing is that not
only has he hired people from outside the

city, he also paid them the highest salaries
possible even though he was telling every-
body that we don’t have any money,” Wing-
field said. “If we don’t have any money, how
can he afford to hire new people and pay
them the maximum amounts possible?
Where did the money come from?”

Hawkins could not be reached for com-
ment. In the past he has said the city would
hire the best qualified people regardless of
residence.

“I have tried to find the best people for
those jobs who had the most to offer Orange,
whether they were from the city or not,” said
Hawkins. “I will continue to do that, but that
doesn’t come cheap.”

Managing Editor John Zucal contributed
to this article.


