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St. Matthew has
food for thought

Residents who don’t want
to cook and want to help an
organization can take advan-
tage next week of a fish fry.

The Flower Club of St.
Matthew AME Church will
have its annual fish fry Satur-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
its parking lot, 336 Oakwood
Ave., Orange.

Dinners and sandwiches,
complete with side orders, will
be available. Takeout orders
can be placed in advance by
calling 973-868-8244.

Summer activities
available in city

The city’s Department of
Community Services will pres-
ent a summer of events. Free
activities include:

• Swim lessons for children
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10
a.m. in the pools at Metcalf
and Colgate parks. Badges for
swimmers are required; regis-
tration forms are available at
all city parks;

• Swim periods for senior
residents are Mondays from
noon to 1 p.m.;

• A two-week basketball
competition is planned for
Monday through Aug. 4 from 4
to 7 p.m. at the Central Play-
ground courts.

Sports camps also will be
offered. Fees will be assessed
for these activities.

Call the Orange Recreation
Division at 973-266-4045 for
additional information.

Nonprofits can list
on new website

Nonprofit organizations are
eligible for free profile pages
on the Orange Transcript’s
website,
orangenjnavigtor.com, which
can provide text, video and
audio information about a
group’s activities.

Contact Kurt Schwartz at
973-597-5122 or e-mail
kurt@mytownnavigator.com

Williams: why she broke from Hawkins
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
With the selections of North Ward Council-

woman Tency Eason and At Large Council-
woman Donna K. Williams to serve as the coun-
cil’s president and vice president, a question
might be asked: has a voting bloc that may have
been beholden to Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
disappeared?

During the 2010 municipal election that led
to Linda Jones-Bell coming onto the council
from the East Ward, it was assumed that since
she and the incumbents who sought re-election
had been endorsed by Hawkins, they would, in
turn, act as a solid four-member bloc  for his
agenda. That group included Council members
Edward Marable, Hassan Abdul-Rasheed and
Donna K. Williams.

Along the way, however, Hawkins repeated-
ly was unable to get the council to approve some
legislation. In what may have been the worst
event for the mayor, Williams appeared to break
with him and began joining in votes with the
“opposition” of Eason and Councilmen Elroy
Corbitt and Rayfield Morton.

With Williams having been selected the

council’s vice president by her colleagues, and
Marable having announced plans to seek the
mayor’s position in 2012, another question
might be asked: what happened?

Williams said the reason for her “defection”
was simple.

“It’s just a breakdown in communication; the
mayor refuses to communicate,” said Williams.
“He’s not communicating what he wants to do
or what his intentions are with the council
before he goes ahead and presents us with items
he wants us to vote on.”

Overall, said Williams, the problem relates to
Hawkins’ management style. She said the coun-
cil often has been left in a position where mem-
bers were forced to oppose him both on princi-
ple and the substance of his proposals because
they believed it was in the city’s best interest.

One key issue which caused relations to sour,
said Williams, was this year’s budget process.

Williams said Hawkins and his administra-
tion’s withholding of crucial information about
the 2011 budget from the council hurt its mem-
bers’ relationship with constituents. She said the
mayor left them exposed because when they
were asked about city finances, they were not in

a position to provide answers.
“The mayor creates the budget and says

where he wants the money to go, but we’re
accountable for how the money is spent,”
Williams said. “The straw that broke the camel’s
back was when he stood up at a meeting last
October or November and said that the council
was taking the side of the unions over the tax-
payers. All the time that he was laying off peo-
ple, he was simultaneously hiring people. Where
were the savings for the taxpayers?”

Williams said she believed the fact that
Hawkins did not tell council members about his
actions made her realize she couldn’t support
him anymore.

“I have a responsibility to the people who
elected me to do the best job that I possibly can
for them and the entire city, and that does not
mean being a rubber stamp for the mayor or
anyone else,” Williams said. “I think we have
independent voters on the current council who
are going to vote with their consciences and
what they believe is the right thing to do. What
we have on the council are seven leaders with
their own ideas and agendas, but the challenge is
to see if we can find common ground.”

Official
stresses
property
upkeep 

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Valerie Jackson, Orange’s direc-
tor of planning and economic
development, issued a statement to
remind property owners and occu-
pants of their responsibilities under
the city’s property maintenance
code. 

Under city ordinance, said Jack-
son, building exteriors are to be
kept clear and clean to ensure the
physical and health safety of resi-
dents and passersby.

Among the items property own-
ers and residents must control, said
Jackson, are natural growth, such
as plants and bushes; garbage, such
as trash and debris; and decaying
matter, such as dead or dying natu-
ral growth or deteriorating items.

Jackson said trees and bushes
should be trimmed to prevent out-
of-control conditions to develop.

City officials for years have
expressed concern about vacant
properties. Jackson said the city
code has specific requirements for
vacant lots.

“When any lot has been vacant
for 30 or more days, or it becomes
vacant as a result of demolition of
any structure, the owner of the
vacant lot shall erect and maintain a
fence around the perimeter of such
lots,” said Jackson, quoting the
ordinance. This ordinance has been
highlighted as a way to provide
legal and physical safety by poten-
tially limiting outside access to the
property.

Jackson said residents who have
concerns about the condition of a
property should contact the Office
of Code Enforcement at 973-266-
4098. She said a staff member will
investigate the complaint, and, if
warranted, notify property owners
of required actions. Jackson said
code inspectors can issue sum-
monses, which means an owner
would face a municipal court hear-
ing and possible legal sanctions.

Jackson said in the worst cases
— usually when no work follows a
court’s imposition of fines and
remediation orders, ciity crews
clean the property. A lien for the
cost is placed on the property.

Cop force 
returns to
strength
Final three laid off
are back at work

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

City officials have rehired the
last three police officers who had
been laid off for budgetary reasons
earlier this year.

Police Director John Rappaport
swore in the three officers July 19.
He said they were the last of the 10
laid-off officers who remained
unemployed. Two others who were
released secured employment in
other municipalities.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr.
said the rehiring was possible
through the reallocation of funds
made available due to recent retire-
ments of officers. The rehired three
are Yolanda Williams, Natea
Bomar and Omar Coulote.

“During the time these officers
were laid off, the remaining offi-
cers of the Orange Police Depart-
ment rose to the occasion by imple-
menting a successful crackdown on
gang violence and increased sur-
veillance of crime hot spots,”
Hawkins said. “The return of these
three, on top of the five brought
back in May, will enable us to
strengthen those two initiatives.
When the officers were laid off, we
reorganized our staff so that there
would be no reduction of officers
actually out on the streets on
patrol.”

Hawkins credited Rappaport for
managing the department’s man-
power. He said the director’s han-
dling of the situation was example
of what it means to “do more with
less.”

“The return of these officers
actually enables an increase of the
police presence on our streets
above the level that existed prior to
the layoffs,” Hawkins said.

Rappaport said the return of the
three could not have come at a bet-
ter time. He said the city and police
have been busy this summer doing
the things necessary to promote
public safety. The work they have
done so far, added Rappaport, was
part of a strategy that the adminis-
tration and police have put together.

“We’ve made plans to increase
our patrols and to strategically
deploy our officers and resources to
the areas and locations in the city
where they can be most effective,”
Rappaport said.

Hawkins said Rappaport was
referring to the “two-pronged
approach” for summer safety that
includes police, city officials and
Recreation Division staff working
together to increase public safety.

“I have always believed that idle
hands are the devil’s playground, so
my administration and the City
Council have made recreation pro-
grams a priority in the city,”
Hawkins said. “We have to be cre-
ative in that regard, and help sup-
port that program, because there are
a variety of pre-trouble things we
can do to intervene and prevent
kids from going the wrong way.”

Hawkins said in addition to
investing in activities and recre-
ation programs for children and
teenagers, the Police Department
also has been busy. Rappaport said
police have “beefed up” their
patrols and manpower in the city’s
parks, playgrounds and other areas
where young people congregate.

Schools will get millions more in state aid
While supplemental request was vetoed, final Trenton budget benefits Orange, E. Orange

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Gov. Chris Christie’s rejection of supple-
mental education funding outside of the state
budget process fueled political sniping. The
new budget, however, provided major bene-
fits to the former Abbott districts.

Within the $29.7 billion measure was
$8.1 billion for the New Jersey public
schools. Christie announced it was an
increase of approximately $850 million from
the previous spending plan.

Much of the increase, however, may have
been forced upon Christie. When he present-

ed his proposed budget to the Legislature in
February, it included an increase of $250
million in basic education aid. It followed a
reduction of approximately $820 million
Christie said was needed to balance the 2010
fiscal year tab.

Advocates for the former Abbott districts,
which include Orange and East Orange,
again went to the state Supreme Court to
force Christie and the Legislature to provide
additional funding. After several hearings,
the court ordered an additional $500 million
be provided to the 31 districts.

That amount was reduced to $450 mil-

lion, which was provided in the budget, and
$150 million was added for the non-Abbotts.

The aid to the former Abbott districts pro-
vided Orange and East Orange with an addi-
tional $15.2 million combined: That led to
the districts having a one-year $18 million
increase.

A synopses of the fiscal situation, relative
to the aid, in both districts follows. District
budget amounts may have been adjusted. Aid
for preschool education has not been
announced:

• Orange: A $92.4 million budget was
prepared for the 2011-12 school year. Expec-

tations had been for $64.1 million in basic
state aid, $10.2 million in school taxes and
$854,000 from the city. An additional $7 mil-
lion in aid was provided in the approved state
budget.

• East Orange: School board members
considered a $235.4 million budget. The dis-
trict was expected to receive $171.4 million
in basic state aid, $18.9 million in school
taxes and $1.5 million from the city.

The district will receive $8.2 million
more from the approved state budget.

Both districts receive additional funds
from federal and private sources.
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One of the students who visited the Wee Tea Party at Orange High School
reviews a student’s teapot creation.

Children enjoy Wee Tea Party
inside Orange High School

Although it was the end of the school year, for
several young students it was their first day of
high school.

Megan Amelia, Orange High School’s ceram-
ics teacher, presented two tea parties for students
in kindergarteners at Heywood Avenue School
and pre-school students attending Norjenes Day
Care. The students were invited to enjoy refresh-
ments and become teapot judges at Amelia’s first
Wee Tea Party.

The teas, on June 20 and 21, began as Amelia’s
students welcomed their guests in front of Orange
High. Each guest was presented with a tiara or top
hat for the young princesses and princes. Students
were escorted to the ceramics room for refresh-
ments and viewing teapots made by Amelia’s stu-
dents. The children’s charge was to judge the
teapots and select their three favorites.

Amelia said she had her students create teapots
based on their interests and their imagination.
Teapots were designed as a baseball, a giraffe, a
running shoe, board games and a monkey. All met
the criteria of a teapot: handle, spout and cover or
lid.

The highlight for the Heywood students was
guessing what each design represented and

singing, “I’m A Little Teapot,” after learning how
the teapots were made. The pre-school students
were inquisitive and asked many questions about
the teapot designs. They enjoyed listening to the
teapot creators and were delighted when they got
a chance to color their own teapots.

The young visitors went from table to table,
evaluated, then selected their three favorite
teapots. Their hosts assisted them in this task.
Amelia said she believed the Wee Tea Party creat-
ed a wonderful memory for the children and may
have sparked an interest in art. She added the stu-
dents took to their tasks well; they clearly articu-
lated their thoughts and shared their perspectives.

The Orange High students, said Amelia,
enjoyed hosting the event and discussing the evo-
lution of their teapot designs. She noted how one
student discussed how his teapot was meant to be
another color but came our differently after being
“fired” in the kiln.

School officials said Amelia also engaged the
children by explaining the assignment her stu-
dents had to fulfill and told them the criteria for
each teapot. She thankful the children for their
assistance and said their help was important in
determining the best teapots.

Young students learn about creating ceramics


