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Fish fry next week
at St. Matthew AME

Residents who don’t want to
cook and want to help an organ-
ization can take advantage next
week of a fish fry.

The Flower Club of St.
Matthew AME Church will
have its annual fish fry July 23
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the
church, 336 Oakwood Ave.,
Orange.

Dinners and sandwiches,
complete with side orders, will
be available. Takeout orders can
be placed in advance by calling
973-868-8244.

Summer activities
available in city

The city’s Department of
Community Services will pres-
ent a summer of activities. Free
activities include:

• Swim lessons for children
are scheduled Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the
pools at Metcalf and Colgate
parks. Badges for swimmers are
required; registration forms are
available at all city parks.

• Swim periods for senior
residents are planned Mondays
from noon to 1 p.m.

• Tennis lessons will be pre-
sented Monday through July 21
from 10 a.m. to noon for chil-
dren and 5 to 7 p.m. for adults
at the Central Playground .

• A two-week basketball
competition is planned from
July 25 to Aug. 4, from 4 to 7
p.m. each day, at the Central
Playground courts.

Sports camps in football,
soccer, track and field, and
cheerleading also will be
offered. Fees will be assessed
for these activities.

Call the Orange Recreation
Division at 973-266-4045 for
additional information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by email to orangetran-
script@thelocalsource.com.

Shot man
dies after
5 weeks

A city resident who was shot
along Main Street in June died from
his injuries nearly five weeks later,
the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office announced.

Orlando Barrett, 34, was shot
June 4 along Main Street, said Car-
olyn Murray, the acting county
prosecutor. Barrett died July 7 at
University Hospital in Newark,
where he had been hospitalized
since the incident.

Kareem Norman, 23, of East
Orange and Asher Vauters, 31, of
Orange were originally charged by
Orange police with attempted mur-
der and weapons offenses in con-
nection with the shooting. Chief
Assistant Prosecutor Thomas Fen-
nelly, who directs the office’s
Homicide Unit, said those charges
will be upgraded.

“We are reviewing the facts and
are planning to upgrade the charges
to murder,’’ said Fennelly.

Barrett was one of three people
shot during a dispute shortly after
midnght on June 4, said Fennelly.
Norton and a 16-year-old girl also
were shot. The teen was treated for
her injuries and released.

Directing the choir

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Vocal and drama teacher Kathy Wall leads students in a rehearsal prior to their
June performance in the 14th annual All-City Arts Festival. Additional phot-
graphs, Page 6. 

New municipal prosecutor is selected
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins, Jr. announced

Monday the appointment of trial lawyer Lindal
Louise Scott Foster to succeed Connie Bentley
McGhee as the city’s municipal prosecutor.

In a statement, city officials said Foster has
experience in municipal-court matters, having
worked part-time as a prosecutor in Newark,

Orange, Irvington and Plainfield and as defend-
er in Elizabeth and Orange.

Since 2002, Foster has maintained a general
practice in Elizabeth with focus on municipal
court defense, family law, domestic violence
commercial litigation and other areas of the law.
Prior to establishing her practice, Foster served

as counsel to Verizon, a litigation associate at
two law firms in New York City, and law clerk
to U.S. District Court Judge Alfred Wolin.

Foster earned a bachelor’s degree at Yale
University, a master’s in public and internation-
al affairs at Princeton, and doctorate with honors
from the University of Virginia Law School.

Decisions, decisions

Photo Courtesy St. Matthew AME Church
Potential buyers could select from a variety of jewelry, some of the many items  available Saturday as St.
Matthew AME Church hosted its annual Community Day. Additional photographs, Page 5. 

Eason, Williams picked to lead City Council
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
North Ward Councilwoman Tency Eason

was elected by her colleagues as president of
the City Council during their July 5 reorgan-
ization meeting. They also voted, somewhat
reluctantly and possibly belatedly, to have At
Large Councilwoman Donna K. Williams
serve as council vice president.

Eason replaces West Ward Councilman
Hassan Abdul-Rasheed as council president
and Williams replaces South Ward Council-
man Edward Marable as vice president. The
2010-11 council session was Abdul-
Rasheed’s first stint as president. Marable
served as the council president in the 2009-
10 session.

The council’s decision marks Eason’s sec-
ond time as president; she has also twice
served as its vice president.

“The council needs direction and hopeful-

ly I will be able to provide and bring people
together so that we can get this city moving
in the right direction,” said Eason. “We need
to get back to where we were before as a
council. It means communicating with one
another, collaborating with city departments
and administration officials, and working
together to move the city forward and doing
what is right.”

Eason said she firmly believes “Orange
can be better“ than what it has shown in the
past, at least at the city government level.
She said she wants to be a part of making that
happen.

Williams added she also wants to be a
“change agent” on the council. She said she
was grateful to Eason for supporting her in
her bid to become vice president because the
outcome of the selection process was in
doubt as the vote was taken.

“Tency nominated me, but Elroy and Ray-

field did not vote for me,” said Williams,
referring to Elroy Corbitt and Rayfield Mor-
ton. “It was a tense moment because there
was no guarantee I was going to win the vote.
I voted for myself, Tency voted for me and
Linda Jones-Bell voted for me.”

Abdul-Rasheed also voted against
Williams, which lead to a 3-3 tie before
Marable’s decision. Marable passed on the
vote during the council’s poll, then came
back and voted for Williams.

Williams said she realizes her slim margin
shows she has much to do to convince her
colleagues who voted for her that they were
correct. She added she hopes to win over her
fellow members who voted against her.

“After the vote I felt like President
Obama for a minute. Just like him, during the
battle with Hillary Clinton for the Democra-
tic Party nomination, I didn’t get everyone’s
vote of approval. I said during my remarks

that I hope to get the chance to show people
what I’m all about and what I want to do for
Orange going forward,” Williams said. “I
think we have independent voters who are
going to vote with their consciences and
what they believe is the right thing to do.

“I understand why the vote went the way
that it did. I think leaders should lead, but a
great leader leads by following, too,”
Williams continued. “What we have on the
council are seven leaders with their own
ideas and agendas. But the challenge is to see
if we can find common ground.”

Eason said she plans to lead the council
by setting a good example for its members.

“Leadership is not about the council
itself; it’s about leading the council in the
right direction,” Eason said. “We’ve got to
come together, get on the right page and
show that everything we’re doing is for
them.”

Officials
revamp
makeup
of panels

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Prior to her selection to serve as
the City Council’s vice president,
Donna K. Williams authored an
ordinance that would create stand-
ing committees on which members
would serve.

The ordinance, adopted in
March, amended the city code by
creating committees dedicated to
finance and budget, personnel and
human relations, policy and plan-
ning, and public works. In the past
the council had a system of com-
mittees, but Williams said she
believed it was not designed to
maximize effectiveness.

Under the old system, said
Williams, the committees were not
tasked to deal with specific areas of
city government and their issues.
She said that meant the committees
could not be as effective in carrying
out council functions.

Council President Tency Eason
said there was a reason why the
council never had standing com-
mittees.

“We felt it was just adding
another layer of bureaucracy,”
Eason said. “Right now she’s trying
to model our government in Orange
on what they do in East Orange, but
we’re a different kind of communi-
ty. We’ll have to wait and see how
this works out in practice.”

Williams said Eason was correct
in that time will tell if the switch
was good. She said she worked to
institute them because she believed
something needed to be done to
improve city government.

“I submitted legislation back in
September or October that reintro-
duced the standing committees. I
believe they would have helped if
we did have them because the com-
mittees cover every department in
Orange city government,” said
Williams. “The committees will be
made up of a body of three council
members. You need a majority of
the committee to get anything
passed and ready to be considered
by the full City Council.”

Williams said the committee
system will take effect Aug. 1.

Williams said while the stand-
ing-committee format might be
new to Orange, most municipalities
in New Jersey have citizen commit-
tees where people can comment on
what’s gong on and offer remedies
and solutions to municipal prob-
lems. The goal of those commit-
tees, she said, is to help govern-
ment be more responsive to the
needs of its residents.

“In the past we’ve had people
who complained that they had
asked specific questions or made
requests for information at council
meetings, but nothing ever got done
and they never got the answers they
were looking for,” said Williams.
“Citizens can email their questions
to the committee chairs, in advance
of public meetings, so they can get
the answers and information.”

Departmental
committees set

Foster previously served city part-time on both sides of court cases


