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PORANGE - Members of the Orange Fire
: Depanment - before 200 of their city and
: neighboring towns' colleagues, Martin P
: DeMarzo’s Tamily members, governmental
Edi.p_l‘Lit:ll'.iEﬁ amd residenis - dedicated their
: fire headquarters in the late chiel*s honor
: Jung 23

Three OFD oflicers wirveiled the "Chiel
Marmin P Debarze Fire Headouariers”
lettenng w 31% Central Ave, at 1201 pom,
The officers, serenaded two Essex County
s Pipe and Drum Corps musicians” rendition
Ent’ “Amenca the Beantiful, ™ then wiveiled
sa photo plaque featunng the chiel’s face
sand his commitmend 1o Omange and his
irefighters.

It teok a moment for the resulting
applanse from some 1200 civilians o
Fade. The S0 fircfighiers and other first
respomiers Irom nmine depaniments - almos
all in thewr uniform dress blues = wailed as
long to end their saluting,

The uwnvelling emnded an hour-long
pceremony  rededicating  the  93-year-old

: fie headquariers in Debarzo’s memory,
: Orange Mavor Eldridge Hawkins, Jr and
ECIFL'I- Deputy Chiel James Foneing  had
= iried 1o keep the ceremony shon given the
s D5-depree hem that all were endunng a
: Central and Lincoln avenucs,
An  bour's  wait  for

0 moment's
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ORANGE FIRE HEADQUARTERS
RENAMED FOR MARTY DEMARZO

Waior Haseking sirroiided by Orarrge Firefighters In front of headgierters

dedication. hovwvever, was for a permument
memorial o the 31-vear-old chief

“From now an, 41% Central Ave. is
known & (he DeMarzo Fire Headquarers”
sid Hawkins, "It will be the Debareg
Headguarers fomver”

Fonzino and Hawkins ihen invited the
pathening imbo the norhswesicrn firchouse
for a two-hour mecepiion. The occasion
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allowed people o recall tbeir “Many
stpries” - legends that will be reiold
lewst until the last living associate of the
chiel dies

Those stories remembered DeMarzo
as a boy and young man growing up in
Orange, his joining he city's bravest in
1980, and his nse through the ranks o
chiefl in 1999 [ cont, e e 3 )
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Deddaran, atter devolmg most of lus hife and
carger to the City of Orange Township, died from
hemis surgery complications al Morrstown bemaorial
Hospital June 7, 2004, His sudden and onespected
death send Orange and those who knew DeMarep
Nl ITHOTTng.
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Mrs. Demarzo speaks, with Mayor Hawkins to her left
wrrd Marty Demarzo's brother standing belind ker

Hawkins would later name older brother Benjamin
DeMareo Acting Omnge Fire Chicf The rededication
and anniversary of Marty DeMaran’s death prompied
sevend] mouwmers to add their recollections o the
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Demarge Plague af fireliouse

chief's Bo-signature Legacy com guest book

Martin P. DeMarzo was bom in Omnge Memonal
Hospital May 4. 1935 The Gamily, who lived along
Park Avenne ai the time, saw Mary attend Cur Lady
of Moo Carmel Elementary and Our Lady of the
Walley High schools. Both Roman Catholic schools
are closed althongh the Cmange Public Schools were
permitted 1w uwse M Carmel classmooms while s
own Park Avenue Elemeniary  School was being
renovated and expanded for two vears,

“On oy fiest day in school, 1 remember geiting
up early and mnning to Mi. Carmel,” said Firefightcr
Edward %ega. =1 goi to the from door -and there
was this kid all resdy there. 1 thought 1o mvsell @

ihe end of the ling, “T got o watch him,”™

Yega, DeMarco, OFD Capt. Robert Muanganell and
Mike Marano became (he local “Four Musketcers™
They and classmate James Comving went to their
schools wweether DeMarzo himsell became a noted
Wallew High track and wresiling feam member

The Valley Class of 1976 graduoate, in one Legacy.
com eniry, aiiended Arcadia University in Mowva
Scofta, Debarzo wonld make two more college ines
before joiming Orange’s brnvest June G, 19860,

DeMaras apparently  found  himsell well-swited
o frefghiing m and  around  Ormge. He was
promoted do capiain, fire inspector and Orange’s
Emergency manageimend Coordimaior prior o being
appointed chiell. DeMarzo, al different times, was
alsp president of Firgfighiors Mufwal Bencvolend

Associabion  Locals 10 amd 2000 represeniing
Crange’s firchighters
Cmn his appointment of chiel, DeMareo  found

irnsell dealing with more than the increasing and
more diverss demands placed upon a souall urban fire
department. The cloef also had o deal with funding
and human resource isswes his squad and the cify
povermnment encouniered

Conlemporaries saw  more than a  thoroughls
professional  firgfighier in DeMaren, They recalled
Bow De applied school day values 1o lus job and (o
other people, They saw how wellversed DeMarzo
wis in Orange's residents and backgronnd alihough
e and wife Dhianme had moved 1o Livingsion in
1955

I remembered moevimg o
call while on desk dwiy rom
a city senior citizen who said
sl was wisble w get oul of
er  howse,”  recalled  Mega
“Chiel DeMarco saw my long
e while taking the call and
asked what was wrong. 1 1old
i amd he said, “Let’s go

Vega said  that he  and
Dehdarzo wenl to the wonman s
ouse, The chiel preeted Der
by smyving, "l vou're so-and-
=0°s mother” and gave her a
nide o her appoeintmen

DeMareo alse et belund
brotler Evgene and four sons
ameng  his survivors. Dianne
Dedarzo. who  received a
plaque and a phote montage of
ber husband. and four relatnves
slood Trom e Front row when
asked by Hawkins

The Tamily gaihering also
included Lazams DeMdarsg - a
hve-year-old Dalmatian

Al least two  photographs
of  Chicf DeMarso  gmice
Orange City Hall. Firefighters.
owever, were looking for a

more lasting tribute when they came wponm renaming
thear fire headguariers

The 1917 building, however, would be more ihan
eel a plaque and lettering. The two-story  concree
and brick sirecture at Central and Lincolin's norhivest
comer would receive new  flagpoles, doors and
lighting, renewed woodwork, a fresh coal of paind
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Nanre of firehonse

amd a cleanmng,

"We pol together last vear and came up wilh
the rededication”™  =aid Fooame,  “Cur memorial
comomitiee approached the mavor and councl about
renaming (he headquariers - which they unanimogsly
did Jane 1% Mow we hid woowell dthe government nod
i worry about raising the money. " The commitice
hicld a “Mary Ges” party MMay 20 at West Omnge's
Maviair Farms as a fundraiser. There were also
seventl private donations
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