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Patriotism on display
Memorial Day was celebrated last week, and although the

observance unfolded differently in each town within our read-
ership area, one underlying truth was held in common: that
our freedom and way of life were made possible by the sacri-
fices of our fellow countrymen.

In many towns, speakers used their words to recall the fall-
en and wounded soldiers who were being honored. Joe Fagan
in West Orange pointed to the nearby steeple of St. Mark’s
Church and told the crowd that soldiers from the Civil War
came home and saw that same sight against a blue sky. Jim
O’Grady in Glen Ridge said soldiers who had lived in our
houses and attended our schools had gone to war and never
came home. In Bloomfield, Joseph Crecca, a Vietnam veteran
who spent seven years as a prisoner of war, spoke of how the
education he received at Bloomfield High helped him survive
his darkest hours. 

And then came the individual traditions of each town. In
West Orange, a ceremony was held in which combat veterans
were presented the N.J. Distinguished Service Medal. The
town now has 330 residents with this distinction.  Maplewood
had its annual duck race, in which hundreds of the yellow-
plastic figures are dumped into the stream of Memorial Park
as a fundraiser by the Kiwanis to benefit local groups. Glen
Ridge hosted its communitywide picnic. East Orange laid a
wreath at the Veterans Memorial. And Nutley presented its
annual bus tour that starts before 7 a.m. and travels to all its
veteran monuments, which are scattered throughout the town.
Participants disembark, a ceremony is performed, and then it’s
off to the next site.

But certainly the centerpiece of nearly all Memorial Day
celebrations is the parade. In Irvington on Memorial Day, the
high school band and about 75 youngsters from local recre-
ation programs mustered in the school parking lot. A handful
of veterans and several adults who carried banners joined
them. 

Everyone lined up. A color guard of five teenagers, dressed
in T-shirts, sneakers, blue jeans and cargo shorts, stood in
front. Two of the teens unfurled large American and New Jer-
sey flags. Two boys shouldered rifles. The drummers began
pounding a beat. The marchers stepped off. Others, including
the police chief, joined the procession along its two-block
route. And the patriotism and pride the procession evoked
that morning seemed as genuine and stirring as could be
found in any American town that day, a true red, white and
blue moment that would inspire pride in all Americans, young
and old. 

AWARD-WINNING
OHS DANCERS —
Members of the
Dance Honor Society
at Orange High
School participate
during a Starbound
National Talent
regional competition
in April. The students
were successful as
they received seven
awards during the
competition in Cam-
den County. Orange
High’s program will
next perform July 10-
15 during one of four
national competitions
in Atlantic City.
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Quotes amuse and lend insight to our lives
Since the eighth grade, I have

had a great fascination for the Eng-
lish language. I still remember my
eighth-grade English teacher giving
us an extra-credit assignment we
could do if we finished our test
early.

This extra-credit assignment
would prove helpful in opening a
new source of knowledge to me —
famous quotes and inspirational
sayings. The assignment asked us
to explain the meaning of five dif-
ferent quotes or sayings.

One read, “Still waters run
deep.” Another read, “You’ll never
miss your water till your well runs
dry.” The third read, “Knowledge is
power,” the title of this column.

There were two others and I was
intrigued. Could I figure out the
meaning of all five quotes? Even
back then I loved being the
smartest boy in class. This extra
credit would help my GPA.

Little did I realize the impact
this one assignment would have on
my future writing and speaking
abilities. Long story short, I got all
five meanings correct, received 25
extra-credit points, and became
aware of a new form of communi-
cating a message through the use of
quotes and sayings.

One of my favorite sayings is,
“The more things change, the more
they stay the same.” There is a tree
outside my bedroom window
which, for the past five years, has
been home to a blue bird, a nest and
some chicks.

Some years I have seen parts of

the nest and seen the mother when
she leaves or returns. But the beau-
tiful sounds of the mother and the
chicks are a welcome sound for the
past five springs. It may not even
be the same family over these
years. You see, nature returns future
generations back to the safety of
this nest. “The more things change,
the more they stay the same.”

One year ago, I ran for office in
the town where I live and did not
win. As late as last week people
still try to be encouraging by say-
ing, “You’ll get it next time,” or
“The third times the charm.”

I have a “‘friendly’ news flash”
— if that’s all I have to look for-
ward to for my future, let me quote
Fred Sanford while clutching my
chest, “Oh, this is the big one! You
hear that Elizabeth? I coming to
join you, honey.”

I regularly advise children, par-
ents and other community stake-
holders to always have a backup
plan. My backup plan was to devel-
op an educational consulting com-
pany and complete a book I have
been writing. “The more things
change, the more they stay the
same.”

I would like to thank an editor
who had a major impact on my

decision to devote more time to
developing this company and fin-
ishing my book. 

Last year, during the midst of a
major difference of opinion
between me and a town official, I
wrote a venomous letter to the edi-
tor to be published in the newspa-
per. When the editor read the letter,
he called me and asked one ques-
tion: “Are you sure you want me to
print this letter?”

When I asked him why not, he
said, “Harry, I look at you as an
elder statesman for this town and
this letter does not reflect that
statesmanship.”

Needless to say, that letter never
appeared. But the editor’s words
stayed with me even after the elec-
tion. I would constantly think
before making some decisions,
“What would an elder statesman
do?” This thought process changed
my life in a positive way!

Under my company, I am cur-
rently conducting workshops with
children and their parents in my
birthplace, Harlem, and in the
‘Boogie Down’ Bronx. I am now
reaching families I would have
never interacted with if not through
my company. “The world is my
oyster.”

You see, quotes and sayings can
be motivational even to those who
motivate. We need motivation too!
Some of the best quotes or sayings
do not come from famous people.
Something parents, grandparents,
teachers and others say could have
a major impact on other’s lives and

you may never even know it.
The words of that editor

inspired me past a personal setback.
I am now so busy I am rarely in
town until late evening. 

I apologize for feeling the need
to purge and thank you for all the
well-wishes. The next time you see
me, rather than talking about the
next election, ask me how HP INC
is doing.

Hopefully when you ask, I’ll
smile. If not, maybe your words of
encouragement might help, not
only me, but also someone else in
your life, preferably a young per-
son! By the way, I have one more
chapter before I finish my book. I
used my travel time on trains well.
I compose well in a bustling, ever
moving environment. It inspires me
to write!

God bless our veterans and
women and men currently in the
armed services! I thank you for
helping to keep America and the
world free from tyranny!

“The woods are lovely, dark and
deep. But I have promises to keep.
And miles to go before I sleep, And
miles to go before I sleep.” 

Knowledge is Power!

Harry Paden is an Irvington res-
ident and chief executive officer
of HP INC, an educational con-
sulting company. He can be
reached at 973-580-2496, or
harry_paden@hotmail.com, or
comments can be posted on his
website at www.hpinc-consult-
ant.com. 

Not all ideas
are good ones

Now that East Orange’s primary election has ended, an idea
advocated by five challengers in an effort, they said, to reduce
the cost of government should be addressed.

Members of the Real Change, Charter Change for Good
Government team proposed a reduction in the roster of the East
Orange City Council from 10 members to seven. It would be
accomplished by reducing the number of positions from two to
one in each ward and creating two new positions to be elected
citywide.

Proponents claim that altering the city charter would reduce
costs. It would. Council members are paid nearly $50,000 a
year for what is considered a part-time position. They also may
be reimbursed for expenses incurred, and may have health
insurance, as part of their compensation. It sounds good: it
would mean a reduction of approximately $200,000 in costs
each year.

In this era of fiscal belt-tightening, when every dollar needs
to be scrutinized, ideas for cost reductions should be consid-
ered. But they must be beneficial to residents to be further pur-
sued. The vast majority of municipal governments in New Jer-
sey operate with five, seven or nine members within their gov-
erning bodies. In some municipalities, one of the members is
appointed as mayor.

East Orange operates under a special charter which calls for
10 council members — two in each of five wards — and an
elected mayor. The mayor only votes in case of tied council
votes.

Equal representation is a key tenet of our democracy. State
legislators and U.S. House members represent districts which
serve approximately the same number of residents as do other
members of their respective bodies. The problem with the
council-reduction plan is it could produce a danger inherent in
any municipal government with “at-large” representatives: one
area may become excessively represented when compared to
its neighbors.

In East Orange’s case, the plan could create a situation in
which three members reside in one ward. While two of the
members would supposedly serve residents townwide, their
interest likely would be with their neighbors, since the prob-
lems of their neighbors might also affect them.

We understand the concept of the council-reduction plan. It
was an idea worthy of discussion. But we believe the potential
affect on residents would not be worth the fiscal savings.

Don’t raise the debt ceiling
To the Editor:

What is the argument about raising the $14.3 trillion debt ceiling? Why
can’t Congress adress this matter professionally? What is the impact on
taxpayers?

The debt ceiling, currently at $14.3 trillion, limits the amount of
money the federal government may borrow to support its operations.
When the debt ceiling is raised, the government is then free to expand. It
raises taxes and sells bonds to support that borrowing, but taxpayers are
not told of that fact.

As has been the case over the years, the administration and Congress
demagogue the issue on a political basis: the administration says the
increase must be granted to keep the country from defaulting on its debt,
while Congress opposes the increase to stymie the administration’s plans
or because the country can’t afford it.

The problem, at this time, is the country is in a deep financial crisis,
with annual projected deficits of $1.6 trillion, high unemployment and
business retrenchment.The earnings’ picture is not accurately understood
by those without a knowledge of math, economics, business and account-
ing.

These are the subjects which Congress and others sorely lack. There
are no checks on ill-educated Congress members and bureaucrats. With-
out the proper analysis by the media, the public is hung out to dry.

If the debt ceiling is raised, Congress is then free to take up any future
program without regard to the consequences of their acts. What has to
happen is that the debt ceiling should not be increased. Then, when any-
one proposes some action, it must be constitutionally correct and have a
cost-efficiency study which shows a benefit.

If Congress then determines the act should go forward, it must deter-
mine if it is of a higher priority than another, and replace it to produce a
zero-sum gain.

Today, we have the adminstration requesting an increase in the debt
ceiling so they do not have to make choices, unlike businesses or people
in their personal lives, when it comes to spending money. Congress sel-
dom says, “No.” Government expands and taxpayers bear the brunt of this
chaotic situation — and they don’t tell you, the taxpayers.

We must stop this nonsense and operate as I recommended in order to
get out of this mess. Contact your Congressional representative and get
them to do the right thing.

William R. Lewis
Orange

Editor’s note: William R. Lewis served the South Ward on the
Orange City Council from 1990 to 2006.

Our policy for submitting your letters
The Orange Transcript and East Orange Record welcome submissions

from their readers. Letters to the editor or opinion pieces on any subject
will be considered for publication on the opinion pages.

The Record and Transcript reserve the right to edit all submissions for
length, content and style. Writers must include their name, address and
daytime telephone number for verification.

Letters must be no more than 400 words; longer pieces must be
arranged in advance with the editor. The Record and Transcript accepts
letters and columns via e-mail at eorecord@thelocalsource.com.

Letters and essays also may be sent via mail to 1291 Stuyvesant Ave.,
Union, N.J. 07083. All letters and guest columns must be received by 9
a.m. Monday to be considered for publication in Thursday’s edition. Let-
ters received must be on topics of interest, preferably about news events
or in response to content that appeared in the newspaper. 

The editor will make any necessary grammatical corrections to the text
of the letter as needed. Although the writer’s style will be maintained, cer-
tain changes may be made in the interest of clarity.

Contact John Zucal, managing editor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115, for
addtional information.

Legislative contacts
Residents who wish to contact their state legislators may reach them or

their staffs through their offices:
27th Legislative District

Sen. Richard Codey: 449 Mount Pleasant Ave., West Orange, N.J.
07052; Telephone: 973-731-6770.

Assemblyman John McKeon: 4 Sloan St., Suites D and E, South
Orange, N.J. 07079; Telephone: 973-275-1113.

Assemblywoman Mila Jasey: 15 Village Plaza, Suite 1B, South
Orange, N.J. 07079; Telephone: 973-762-1886.

34th Legislative District
Sen. Nia Gill: 425 Bloomfield Ave., Montclair, N.J. 07042; Tele-

phone: 973-509-0388.
Assemblyman Thomas Giblin: 1333 Broad St., Clifton, N.J. 07013;

Telephone: 973-779-3125.
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver: 15-33 Halsted St., Suite 202, East

Orange, N.J. 07018; Telephone: 973-395-1166.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Knowledge
Is Power
By Harry Paden


