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By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

In the wake of recent homicide
and weapons’ arrests, Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr. and Police
Director John Rappaport said they
are looking forward to Saturday’s
Summit on Violence.

The forum is scheduled for
10:30 a.m. inside St. Matthew
AME Church, 336 Oakwood Ave.
It will follow last week’s arrests of
suspects in two homicides.

Rappaport said Monday that
Derrick Cottle, 20, of East Orange,
was arrested as a suspect in the
Dec. 2, 2010, death of 18-year-old
Orange resident Devione Jordan.

“The victim had been shot four
times near Chapman Street,” Rap-
paport said in a statement. “Cottle
was arrested on May 3 by Detec-
tive Michael Tingolie for gun war-
rants and is being held on $750,000
bail.”

Tingolie was also responsible,
said Rappaport, for arresting
Keevin David, 18, of Springfield
for the death of Tyrell Coleman,
18. Coleman, also an Orange resi-
dent, was shot and killed Jan. 25
along South Center Street.

Rappaport said he and Hawkins
will discuss the details of a “crack-
down” on gun violence and a
planned increase in the surveil-
lance of crime hot-spots by police.

The idea of “community polic-
ing” also will be discussed, said
Rappaport. He said residents can
work with police to help reduce
crime.

Hawkins commended Rappa-
port and the department after the
recent arrests, noting that everyone
understands public safety is at the
top of everyone’s “to-do list.”

Councilman Elroy Corbitt, who
led the effort to organize Satur-
day’s forum, said while he wel-
comed the recent police actions,
more focus on crime prevention
was necessary.

“I’m just happy that the Orange
Police Department has been so
proactive in solving some of the
shootings and gun violence that
have been taking place in the city
recently,” said Corbitt concerning
last week’s arrests.

But as happy as Corbitt said he
was about the police work that was
displayed, he said he wished it
would not have been necessary.

“We need to get even more
proactive about preventing these
kinds of things from happening
to begin with. This type of an issue
is a community issue. The only
way we’re going to make any
headway on it is to bring the entire
community together,” said Corbitt.
“The Police Department plays the
most integral part in keeping us
safe, but there are roles for educa-
tion, legislation and the churches
and clergy, who need to get
involved in providing activities to
get our kids off the streets, where
all the trouble is.”

Corbitt said information about
Saturday’s forum is available by
calling 862-252-3092.
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Teen arrested in connection with murder
By Cheryl Hehl

Staff Writer
Police arrested Springfield teen Keevin

David late last week in connection with the Jan-
uary murder of Tyrell Coleman, 18, of Orange.

Coleman died of multiple gunshot wounds
around noon on Jan. 25 after gunfire erupted on
the 200 block of South Center Street. He was
found in the lobby of his apartment building at
208 S. Center St. by his parents and pronounced
dead a short time later at University Hospital in
Newark. 

Earlier this year, Essex County Sheriff
Armando Fontoura offered a $5,000 reward for
information about Coleman’s death, but it was
not until May 5 that arrest warrants for the 19-
year-old David were issued. 

The Springfield resident, who lives along

Tudor Court, was taken into custody late May 5
by detectives from the Essex County Prosecu-
tor’s Office and the Orange Police Department. 

The suspect is being held in the Essex Coun-
ty Correctional Facility on $500,000 bail. His
first court appearance is expected this week.

Police reacted strongly this week to the num-
ber of teens killed in the city since the beginning
of the year and vowed to continue hunting down
those who commit murder on the streets of
Orange.

“I want to commend the Orange Police
Department  for their good detective work solv-
ing these murders,” said Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., also referring to the arrest May 3 of
Derrick Cottle, 20,  East Orange, for the Dec. 2
murder of Devione Jordan, 18, of Orange, who
was shot four times near Chapman Street.

“Coming after last week’s gun arrests in the
Central Playground area, these arrests are evi-
dence the focus on community policing and
crackdown on gang violence by the Orange
Police are getting results,” the mayor added,
stressing  that “criminals are going to know that
if you commit a crime in Orange, no matter who
you are or how long it takes, we will catch you
and jail will be your new home.” 

Police Director John Rappaport also com-
mented on the latest arrests, pointing out that
this weekend, officials such as himself will
attend an anti-violence summit Saturday in
Orange.

“Mayor Hawkins and I will discuss the
details of the crackdown on gun violence and
the stepped-up surveillance of crime hot spots
by the Orange Police Department,” he said.

Police report gun, drug arrests in city
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The Orange Police Department recently

issued a statement regarding the latest string of
arrests that have been made as part of what they
said was a recent crime crackdown.

The list of arrests and other police actions
include a handgun arrest on April 30; warrant
arrests on May 3; and drug arrests on May 5.

Police said the first incident occurred on
April 30, at about approximately 1 a.m., when
Officer Charles Eaddy responded to a report of
drug sales in the area of Pierson and Hickory
streets.

“The officer stealthily approached Dwayne
Williams, 19, of Newark,” Police Director John

Rappaport said. “When the suspect noticed
Officer Eaddy, he fled inside 153 Pierson St.,
and a black .45-caliber automatic handgun fell
from his waistband area. Williams resisted
arrest and was subdued.”

Rappaport said Officer Louis Mullen fol-
lowed May 3 by responding to a report of loi-
terers  at 300 N. Day St.

“When he arrived, most of the group fled but
he was able to detain George Hall, 21, of
Orange and Dejon McDowell, 20, also of
Orange,” Rappaport said. “Checking out their
records, Mullen found there were outstanding
warrants for both. Hall was wanted in Maryland
for robbery.”

Hall and McDowell were arrested based on

their outstanding warrants, Rappaport said. 
Two days later, Detectives Walter Imbert and

Christopher Dunn were patrolling an area where
residents have previously reported drug sales.
Rappaport said they were forced into action.

“They recognized Myron Fulton, 19, of Sny-
der Street, from previous drug arrests and an
outstanding warrant, standing with another male
in front of 170 Taylor St.,” Rappaport said.
“They observed the other man, Anthony
Williams, 20, of Valley Street, discard 10 bags
of crack and found six bags of crack on Fulton.”

Rappaport said Fulton and Williams were
arrested for drug and warrant charges. He added
detectives reportedly recovered $440 in cash
from Williams.

City plans information-tech upgrades
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
The city’s administration and City Council

have joined forces to begin what members of
both bodies said would be an upgrade of
Orange’s information-technology systems.

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said the city’s
IT system would be replaced with one that
would enable city government to have more
accurate and current data. Such an improve-
ment, said Hawkins, was needed for making
management and budget decisions, complying
with state and municipal legal requirements, and
keeping taxpayers informed about the details of
city finances.

The moves would be done as part of an effort
with the council, said Hawkins. In addition, he
said an advisory committee would be created  to
inform the administration and the council on
technology issues.

“I welcome the proposal by Council Presi-
dent Hassan Abdul-Rasheed and the Citizens
Budget Advisory Committee to enable citizen
involvement in the upgrade of our accounting
and record-keeping systems,” Hawkins said.
“Our existing computer systems are antiquated

and outdated, and it is difficult and expensive to
utilize, service and maintain computer systems
that are 12 years old.“

Improvement of the city’s IT system was one
of the major recommendations of the Citizens
Budget Advisory Committee‘s annual budget
report. In it, committee members reported, “The
city cannot hope to solve its financial problems
and become more efficient and transparent with-
out a major upgrade of the financial accounting
system itself.” 

Hawkins said the outmoded technology also
was not adequate when the city began using it.
In terms of today’s computing, accounting and

technology standards, Hawkins said the city’s
computer system is a failed system that is
expensive to maintain.

“They hinder our ability to set spending and
budget priorities and to keep the public
informed on the state of city finances,” Hawkins
said. “Our Finance Department is already
researching alternative computer hardware and
software systems. We look forward to citizen
involvement in that process.”

Hawkins said the IT committee, which
would be called the Information Technology
Advisory Committee, would include representa-
tives from the administration, the council and
residents. In a related move, Hawkins said the
Finance Department has retained a part-time IT
specialist, Saheed Baksh, to make the existing
systems work better and recommend upgrades
them.

“I was aware of the committee that was for-
mulated to upgrade our computer systems,” said
Councilman Elroy Corbitt who has advocated
for streamlining the city’s technology purchas-
ing practices. “I think many folks have seen our
technology as being an issue. We have been liv-
ing in the prehistoric days too long.”

Peanut-powered project

Photo Courtesy Immaculate Conception H.S.
Orange resident Marilena Tagritzis stands with her science teacher, Duke Daniel, beside a science project
entitled ‘Mighty Peanut’ that she and two classmates created for a science competition at Immaculate Con-
ception High School in Montclair.  See story on Page 3. 

Keevin David

Springfield resident jailed on $500,000 bail in Coleman death

Hawkins said the IT commit-
tee, which would be called
the Information Technology
Advisory Committee, would
include representatives from
the administration, the coun-
cil and residents.

Heywood to host
annual health fair

Screenings and a blood drive
will highlight the Heywood
Avenue School community’s
work to bring attention to health
issues Saturday when the
school has its annual health fair.

Screenings for arthritis,
asthma, blood pressure and dia-
betes will be available, as well
as information concerning dia-
betes management, women’s
and men’s health, and dental
hygiene.

In addition, a blood drive
will continue through the health
fair as attention will be present-
ed to issues related to sickle cell
anemia.

Donors must be at least 17
years old, or 16 with parental
permission, weigh at least 110
pounds and be in good health.

Activities are scheduled for
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the school,
422 Heywood Ave. Contact
Narine Plummer, president of
the Heywood Avenue School
PTA, at 973-674-8561 for addi-
tional information.

Epiphany plans
game fundraiser

The Fundraising  Committee
of the Church of the Epiphany
will presents its annual spring
luncheon card-and-game party
May 14 from 1 to 5 p.m. in the
church, 105 Main St.

Bingo, Scrabble and domi-
noes are provided. Attendees
are asked to bring their own
cards. Table and door prizes
will be awarded.

Call Eleanor Howell at 973-
673-0135 or Gwen Cottingham
at 973-672-5717 for tickets and
other information.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by email to orangetran-
script@thelocalsource.com.

For more information, con-
tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.


