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Valley Arts District
to party, beautify

A neighborhood cleanup
will be part of a community
block party Saturday in the Val-
ley Arts District.

Residents will meet along
Freeman Street, between Scot-
land Road and Tompkins Street,
for the Citric City Block Party
and cleanup at noon.

Along with the beautifying
the neighborhood, residents can
enjoy music, food and art
demonstrations and sales.

Epiphany plans
game fundraiser

The Fundraising  Commit-
tee of the Church of the
Epiphany will presents its
annual spring  luncheon card-
and-game party May 14 from 1
to 5 p.m. in the church, 105
Main St. Bingo, Scrabble and
dominoes are provided. Atten-
dees are asked to bring their
own cards. Table and door
prizes will be awarded.

Call Eleanor Howell at 973-
673-0135 or Gwen Cottingham
at 973-672-5717 for tickets and
other information.

YWCA has plenty
of senior activities

Senior residents who want
to keep active can join friends
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
the YWCA of Essex and West
Hudson.

• The Arthritis Foundation
presents an exercise class to
help seniors with mobility and
flexibility on both days at 10
a.m. There is a per-class fee.

• St. Michael’s Hospital has
a heart health program on the
second and third Thursdays of
each month at 11:30 a.m.

The YWCA is located at
Main Street and Lincoln
Avenue. For more information,
contact the office at 973-674-
8600.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.

Photos Courtesy Orange School District
HIGHLIGHTING ORANGE’S TALENT — Members of Orange High School’s vocal ensemble, Voices in Har-
mony, sing during the Education Law Center’s annual Kids in Concert program in late March. The event
serves as a major fundraiser for the center, which has acted as legal counsel for the former Abbott school dis-
tricts, including Orange.

College students visit crime-scene bureau
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
Students from Bloomfield College learned

what it was like to be a crime scene investigator
Tuesday when they visited the county’s Crime
Scene Bureau in Orange.

Approximately 50 visited the facility, operat-
ed by the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office, for
a mock crime-scene investigation.

“Fighting crime requires help from everyone
in the community,” said Acting Essex County
Prosecutor Carolyn Murray. “Whether these stu-
dents go into law enforcement or other fields, it
benefits the entire community when they under-
stand what is involved in collecting evidence

and preserving that evidence to prosecute a
case.” After this experience, Murray said she
hopes the students will have a greater apprecia-
tion for the work the bureau performs.

Their teacher, professor Vadnee Jefferson,
said he hoped the field trip would be a valuable,
influential and long-lasting experience for them.

“From the time the students arrived, they
were expected to behave as if they were crime-
scene investigators,’’ Jefferson said. “The stu-
dents were really excited.’’

According to bureau Capt. Arnold Valentin,
the students were divided into two groups and
graded on how they followed crime-scene pro-
cessing protocol.

The 15,000-square-foot bureau headquarters
along Thomas Boulevard opened in 2006. It
includes a vehicle processing room, a forensic
processing room, a drying chamber designed for
the processing and packaging of blood-soaked
clothing and a digital photography room.

Most of the students are in Jefferson’s
Human Biology class, which is a required
course for Bloomfield College students.

“Others are studying forensic science,” Jef-
ferson said. “Based on what they have learned in
class, students should understand how to secure
a crime scene, how to record their observations,
who to speak to and what type of evidence
should be gathered.” 

City teen
indicted
in death

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

A city teen has been indicted for
killing a grandmother during a
botched robbery.

An Essex County grand jury
indicted Amir Johnson, 18, of
Orange for the murder of Luz Her-
nandez, a 69-year-old Orange
grandmother. Johnson has been
charged with five offenses in the
Oct. 22, 2010 death of Hernandez.

“He was also indicted on felony
murder, burglary, robbery and
receiving stolen property charges,”
said Acting Essex County Prosecu-
tor Carolyn Murray. “If convicted
of all the charges, Johnson would
face life in prison.”

Police said that Johnson entered
the Hernandez home on Flagg
Street in Orange and stole a televi-
sion, a gun, and a cell phone.

“It is believed Johnson encoun-
tered Ms. Hernandez and killed her
on the afternoon of Oct. 22, 2010
by asphyxiation,” Murray said.
“Johnson, who fled the state, was
arrested in a bus depot in Norfolk,
Va.” 

A tradition begins

Photo By Steve Ellmore
Head coaches Wally Boyett of Orange, left, and Dave Derco of East Orange
Campus are joined by Mayors Eldridge Hawkins Jr. of Orange and Robert Bows-
er of East Orange prior to Friday’s inaugural Mayor’s Trophy baseball game at
Campus High. Orange defeated the Jaguars, 10-6. See Sports, Page 6.

‘Summit’ scheduled to tackle youth crime surge
By Chris Sykes

Staff Writer
City Councilman Elroy Corbitt said that

there are good reasons why he has organized
the “Summit on Violence.”

“In May 2009, my nephew, Christopher
Knox, was shot once in the head and once in
the torso out on South Orange Avenue in
Newark,” said Corbitt. “It’s not about poli-
tics; its personal. Chris was my brother
Eugene’s son. He was a kid who came from
a broken family and got himself involved in
gang activity.”

The summit is scheduled May 14 at 10:30
a.m. in St. Matthew AME Church on Oak-
wood Avenue.

Even though Corbitt’s description of his
slain nephew seemed to put him in the “usual
suspects” category when it came to the
unfortunately predictable outcome of too
many other African American and minority
youths in cities, he said it also comes with an

ironic twist that makes his death even more
senseless and tragic.

The irony, said Corbitt, is that the refrains
of “he was just starting to get his life togeth-
er,” and “he had turned his life around,” have
also become cliches and epitaphs uttered all
too often.

“At the time that he was killed, he had a
fiancee, a 2-year-old son and a newborn baby
girl, and he was turning his life around,” Cor-
bitt said. “His death was a tragedy and it
hurts and we’re still trying to recover from
that. No one was ever arrested or prosecuted
for Chris’ murder. When it happened to my
nephew it was a very difficult time for my
family.”

Corbitt said his nephew’s death had such
an impact on him that he vowed to do every-
thing he could to ensure that no other family
had to suffer the same pain. It also served as
the impetus for next week’s program.

“There has to be something that we can

do as a community to slow this violence
down,” said Corbitt. “We have to start doing
something. I don’t ever want another family
to go through the experience of losing a
loved one to gun violence.”

Corbitt said he has invited local elected
officials and community activists to partici-
pate in an event organized in response to the
“a rash of gun violence in Orange and the
surrounding cities over the last several
months.” He said residents can contact him
at 862-252-3092 for additional information.

“The Summit on Violence brings together
elected officials, police, prosecutors, resi-
dents, and young people to discuss the vio-
lence and develop concrete solutions,” Cor-
bitt said. “We are in the midst of a serious
recession, and when jobs are lost, crime gets
worse. Across America, cities are experienc-
ing a surge in crime and gang activity. I am
organizing this Summit on Violence because
reducing crime is a community-wide effort.”

“Fighting crime will take more than law
enforcement alone,” Corbitt said. “We need
jobs for our young people, after-school pro-
grams, parent education, school involvement
and more. I am hopeful that by bringing
together leaders, law enforcement officials
and residents, we can develop better strate-
gies to reduce violence.”

Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. said the need
to do something about the recent crimes is
what motivated him to join forces with Cor-
bitt.

“Community policing is the heart of our
work in Orange to fight crime,” Hawkins
said. “Community policing means enlisting
citizens in law enforcement in many different
ways, including encouraging citizens to
report what they know about criminal activi-
ty, organizing block watch programs, cooper-
ation between the police and the Board of
Education, and finding productive activities
for our youth.” 

Mayor
assisted
Marable

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

While finance reports from a
local political action committee did
not show it, giving the appearance
he did not receive assistance,
recently announced mayoral candi-
date Edward Marable did get finan-
cial support from Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr. and a related PAC to
help with his City Council re-elec-
tion campaign.

According to Marable’s cam-
paign-finance records available
through the N.J. Election Law
Enforcement Commission,
Marable appears to have had more
ties to Hawkins than simply receiv-
ing his endorsement for his South
Ward re-election bid last year.
Hawkins has not stated if he will
seek re-election.

Marable’s election fund
received a check for $399.20, draft-
ed on May 5, 2010 from the Com-
mittee to Elect Eldridge Hawkins
Jr. It was listed on Hawkins’ July
15 report. The campaign fund also
received two contributions from the
Orange Essex Revitalization PAC,
which was formed by Hawkins’
mother, Linda Cofer. Two pay-
ments, each for $2,294.08, were
made on April 29 and May 5. They
were listed, respectively, on
Marable’s May 1 and June 1
reports.

The contributions refute past
comments which were made by
several supporters, but not
Marable, that Hawkins’ endorse-
ment was the only form of support
Marable received.

“I think it has been represented
in the past in a way that it may have
led to the confusion,” said Marable.
“Every single dollar is noted on my
campaign reports.”

Marable also said his accept-
ance of the contributions came
under one condition: “It was pref-
aced that there would be nothing in
return, that I would not take any
particular position in any matter.”

Marable announced in a press
release last week that he planned a
run for mayor in the May 2012
election. Marable said he wanted to
announce early because he believed
it would give him a strategic advan-
tage over his eventual opponents.

“While others are standing
around waiting to see what is going
to happen, I propose an alternative
now,” said Marable. “Orange resi-
dents are on the verge of losing
hope. They need to know, at the
earliest possible date, that there is
an exit strategy out of the wilder-
ness.”

Once news of Marable’s bid to
replace Hawkins in 2012 spread, he
received an enthusiastic endorse-
ment from one of his current peers
on the City Council.

“Hey, everyone, 2012 is an
important year for our nation and
the residents of Orange,” At Large
Councilwoman Donna K. Williams
wrote in a comment posted on her
Facebook page. “I am asking that
you take the time and get to know
Edward Marable.”

Managing Editor John Zucal
contributed to this article.


