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Orange High performing artists
return to Kids in Concert event

Students at Orange High School  will take the stage
next week and participate once again in the annual
Kids in Concert program, an event designed to high-
light New Jersey’s urban public schools.

Kids in Concert was created by the Education Law
Center, the Newark-based organization that has
worked toward education equality for students in New
Jersey public school districts. Officials with the center
said their accomplishments include the formation of
universal preschool and school construction programs
through the landmark Abbott v. Burke case.

Since 2004, Orange High School has been selected
to participate in Kids in Concert. This year, the select
chorus, Voices In Harmony, under the direction of
David Milnes; and the Orange High Dance Ensemble,
under the direction of Tosha Brown, will perform
March 24 at Long Branch High School at 6:30 p.m.

The theme of this year’s concert is “Holidays
Throughout the Year.” Officials with the Orange
School District said the Orange High groups were
selected based on the quality of their performance,
their creativity in reflecting the concert theme and the
type of performance. 

This year will mark the 13th anniversary of the
Kids in Concert program. Officials with the Education
Law Center said they believe it was a good way to
highlight the talents and accomplishments of students
in New Jersey urban school districts.

Every urban public school is invited to enter the
program in October by creating an artistic interpreta-
tion reflecting the theme of the show and what it
means to them. The applications and videos are
reviewed by a selection committee, and groups are
selected based on quality, creativity and type of per-
formance.

By January, the committee notifies the selected par-
ticipants. The program’s artistic director then works
with the students to develop and stage the concert
event. Before the concert, participating students meet
each other and rehearse the show. A final rehearsal
occurs on the day of the concert.

Center officials said participants work with little
instruction outside of school. They credit school
instructors with bringing student talent to the stage in
performances ranging from dance groups and soloists
to performance poets.
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Weight loss
is a journey
that happily
includes a
lot more
trips to 
the mall.

  Antoinette DiAndrea’s weight problem had led
to diabetes, high blood pressure, nerve damage
and sleep apnea. Even worse, it was keeping
her from spending time with her three
daughters. At the end of  her rope, she met
with Naveen Ballem, MD, at The Weight Loss
Institute of  New Jersey at Clara Maass Medical
Center. And he changed her life forever.

In Novemeber 2009, Antoinette underwent
gastric bypass surgery. Now, after a year of
healthy eating, exercise and support from
family, friends and the Institute, she’s dropped
to a size 6 from a size 20. The diabetes is
gone. She’s about to come off  her blood
pressure meds. And best of  all, she’s catching
up for time lost with her daughters -
frequently at the mall.

To learn more about The Weight Loss
Institute of  New Jersey at Clara Maass
Medical Center and the life-altering benefits
of  bariatric surgery, call 973.450.2393 or visit
www.weightlossnj.com/claramaass.

The Weight Loss Institute of New Jersey

973.450.2393    www.weightlossnj.com/claramaass 

 NOTICE
 CITY OF EAST ORANGE

 PUBLIC HEARINGS WILL BE HELD 
 ON THE CONSOLIDATED PLAN

 DATE: March 16, 2011 (1st Public Hearing)
 DATE: March 31, 2011 (2nd Public Hearing)
 TIME: 5:30 P.M.
 PLACE: East Orange City Hall

 City Council Chambers (1st Floor)
 44 City Hall Plaza
 East Orange, New Jersey 07019

 These public hearings are held to receive citizen’s comments, 
 recommendations and proposals concerning activities to be funded by 
 federal grants funds. All activities must either principally benefit low and 
 moderate income East Orange residents or assist in the prevention or 
 elimination of slums and blight.

 Community Development Block Grant Program
 The Community Development Block Grant Program anticipates funding of 
 approximately $1,800,000.00 for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 
 2012.

 HOME Investment Partnership Program
 The HOME Investment Partnership Program anticipates funding of 
 approximately $900,000.00 for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 
 2012.

 East Orange’s Annual Consolidated Plan will be submitted to the U.S. 
 Department of Housing and Urban Development on or before May 15, 
 2011.

 FOR  MORE INFORMATION or to request an interpreter for the hearing 
 impaired please contact the Division of Community Development, at least 
 three days in advance of the public hearing, at 973-266-5140 or the NJ Relay 
 Service 1-800-852-7897.

 Robert L. Bowser
 Mayor

 $472.50
 276077

Bowser leads mayoral organization at Nigerian conference

Robert Bowser

East Orange Mayor Robert L. Bowser led
a group of American mayors who traveled to
Nigeria in late February for the 2011 World
Summit of Mayors international conference.

Conducted under the theme “Global
Engagement of Local Leadership for Univer-
sal Progress,” the conference advanced the
partnership between black mayors and their
Nigerian counterparts. The key outcome of
the six-day meeting was a memorandum of
understanding between the conference and
the Association of Local Governments of
Nigeria.

The delegation of American mayors
joined mayors throughout the world Feb. to
open the conference at the Center for Black
Culture and International Understanding,.
The ceremony featured a performance by the
children of the American Academy Choir and
the presentation of a gift by Bowser, the con-
ference president, to Osun State Gov. Rauf
Aregbesola on behalf of the delegation. It
was a gold, bronze and white rendition of an
African mask hand-crafted by black Ameri-
can artist Lydell Martin.

In his opening remarks, Aregbesola
stressed the importance of human resources
and leadership on the local level to address
the problems of urbanization.

“The most important resource is human
since it is the human mind that creates,
solves problems and drives development.

The problem, however, is that poor organiza-
tion and bad leadership when combined with
burgeoning population is more powerful in
its explosion than the neutron bomb. This is
the challenge of population and urbanization
in the developing world,” said Aregbesola. 

“We are determined to hand over the local
government back to the people as their prop-
erty,” he continued. “The local government is
going to play an important role in our devel-
opment program. We are going to position
our councils for providing effective munici-
pal governance.”

Abubakar Sadiq Mohammed, minister of
tourism, culture and national orientation,
who represented President Goodluck
Jonathan during the program, noted the “rich
cultural heritage and unparalleled hospitali-

ty” of Osogbo as reason the city was select-
ed to serve as the site for the international
conference.

Mohammed offered Jonathan’s solution
to the impact of slave trade, colonization and
globalization on Africa’s cultures.

“To obviate the domineering influence of
other cultures, Africans and people of
African descent must build a bridge of under-
standing and a shield of cultural resilience so
that  time-tested African values of tolerance,
chastity, mutual respect, respect for elders,
and sanctity of life would begin to exact its
own residual influence on global trend,” said
Mohammed.

These remarks set the slate for a daily
series of sessions, such as “Local Impera-
tives of Good Governance for Local Leader-
ship” and “Economic Development: Africa
and Its Diaspora Partnership.”

Sessions were designed around seven top-
ics: trust, training, trade, treasury, Twin
Cities, technology and tourism. Participants
addressed economic and social issues within
these sectors, with an aim to enhance the
individual capacities of their local govern-
ment to develop strategies to address univer-
sal challenges of municipalities, such as
good governance, development, sustainabili-
ty, and equitable and affordable distribution
of goods and services to citizens.

The conference also featured a visit to the

agricultural village of neighboring Ondo
State, where the local government has target-
ed elimination of youth unemployment
through the development of the agricultural
sector. The state plans to develop a Diaspora
City, where African descendants can pur-
chase land for development. This goal epito-
mized the conference aim of the collective
unity of Africans at home and those through-
out the diaspora. This sentiment was further
echoed throughout the closing ceremony.

“As we traveled throughout this great
country, we did not see lack. What we saw
was the enormous opportunity to work
together to make the world better, to work
together to solve the problems that exist,”
said Bowser. “The National Conference of
Black Mayors and World Conference of
Mayors have come to place our hand in your
hand, joins arms, souls, spirits and hearts, to
retake our proper place in history.

“The time is now to use every tool, every
available piece of technology, every brain to
show the world African people can control
their own destiny; that we are leaders on both
local and global levels,” Bowser added.

The closing ceremony culminated in a
moving presentation of poetry, drama and
music, giving an account of slavery, the for-
mation of the diaspora, and the struggle for
freedom and unity. The conference conclud-
ed with a state reception.

‘What we saw was the
enormous opportunity to
work together to make the
world better, to work
together to solve the prob-
lems that exist.’

— Robert Bowser,
East Orange mayor

The sound of Tornadoes

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
The horn section of the Orange High School marching band passes March 13 as
the Marching Tornadoes participated in West Orange’s St. Patrick’s parade.


