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Schools to present
art, dance shows

Students in Orange’s public
schools will highlight their
artistic talents during January as
the Visual and Performing Arts
Department presents several
programs at the Orange
Preparatory Academy, located
at Central and Lincoln avenues.

• Orange High School dance
show, Friday, 7 p.m.

• Heywood/Park Avenue
dance show, Jan. 19, 7 p.m.

• Orange Prep dance show,
Jan. 26, 7 p.m.

Literacy Volunteers
start class Saturday

The Literacy Volunteers of
America of Essex and Passaic
counties has scheduled a work-
shop series as it seeks to recruit
helpers to tutor adults in basic
literacy and English for speak-
ers of other languages.

A four-session training
workshop will be conducted in
New Community Adult Learn-
ing Center, 563 Orange St.,
Newark. Training begins Satur-
day and continues Jan. 21, 28
and Feb. 4, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Organization officials said
they are in need of volunteers to
tutor in East Orange, Orange,
Newark, Belleville and Irving-
ton. Knowledge of another lan-
guage is not necessary, and the
training is free.

For additional information,
contact Ellen Sherman, work-
shop coordinator, at Literacy
Volunteers of America, 11
Ryerson Ave., Caldwell, NJ
07003, by phone at 973-228-
8800 or by email to LVAes-
sex@verizon.net.

Editorial deadlines
• Letters: Monday, 9 a.m.
• Sports: Monday, noon.
• News: Monday, 5 p.m.
News information can be

sent by e-mail to eorecord@the-
localsource.com. 

For more information, con-
tact John Zucal, managing edi-
tor, at 908-686-7700, ext. 115.

Morrell says she will join mayoral election
Former longtime Zoning Board leader to announce
second attempt at Orange’s top position next week

By John Zucal
Managing Editor

Janice Morrell, a former longtime member of the
city’s Zoning Board, will announce her intention to
seek the mayor’s position in the May election.

In a statement released Monday, Morrell, who
served much of her board tenure as its chairwoman,
said she will begin her campaign Wednesday night
during an event in an Orange restaurant.

Morrell will become the fourth candidate for
mayor in the May 8 election. City Councilman
Edward Marable and Legislative Research Officer
Dwayne Warren also will challenge first-term
Mayor Eldridge Hawkins Jr. She will run under the
banner, “It’s About Orange ... It’s About You.”

The campaign will be Morrell’s second attempt
for the mayoral post. She placed fourth among six
candidates in 2008, an election in which the neo-
phyte Hawkins was victorious.

Morrell, who also has served on Citizens Budget

Advisory Committee, said her campaign will focus
on improving economic development, which may
permit the city to increase city services to residents.

“Like many Orange residents, I remain con-
cerned about property taxes, public safety, and eco-
nomic development, diminished essential city serv-
ices and an overall decline in the quality of life in
our city,” said Morrell. “My background as an
administrator, a manager, a passionate advocate,
and a concerned citizen are the impetus behind my
candidacy.”

Morrell is retired from a position as director of
minority affairs at Rutgers University.

Morrell, who has lived in Orange for nearly 40
years, said she believed it was necessary to make
another attempt at the mayor’s position.

“You must be willing to roll up your sleeves and
get to work,” said Morrell. “If you are committed to
positive change and being a part of a better future
for yourself and others, join my campaign.”

File photo
Janice Morrell, shown during a mayoral debate in
2008, is expected to announce her candidacy for
mayor next week.

Four in
mayor’s
election
so far

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

The four known candidates for
mayor in the May 8 municipal elec-
tion have received nominating peti-
tions, the City Clerk’s Office
reported. The group creates what
may be an interesting dynamic.

The candidates include Mayor
Eldridge Hawkins Jr., South Ward
Councilman Edward Marable,
attorney Dwayne Warren, who
serves as the city’s legislative
research officer, and Janice Mor-
rell, a retired educator and master’s
program designer who has served
on the city’s Zoning Board and Cit-
izens Budget Advisory Committee.

Each of the four candidates live
in the city’s South Ward. Some res-
idents have expressed a concern
that Hawkins, as the incumbent,
would automatically have an
advantage since Marable, Morrell
and Warren potentially could take
votes from each other within the
ward. It does not, however, take
into account there are four wards in
the city.

Residents must submit the sig-
natures of at least 147 registered
voters to the City Clerk’s Office by
March 5.

Top reader

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Kevin Duarte, a student at Heywood Avenue School, receives a medal from
Superintendent of Schools Ronald Lee after the seventh-grader was one of two
school students to read the most books during a December reading promotion.
See additional photographs on Page 3.

Change
planned
for paper

Next week, the East Orange
Record and Orange Transcript will
be combined to form a new paper,
the Record-Transcript. 

All current subscribers will
receive the Record-Transcript in
their mailboxes for the issue of Jan.
19, and the new paper also will be
available on the newsstands that
day.

Our coverage of both towns will
not be affected by the change. All
contact telephone numbers and e-
mail addresses will remain the
same. The editorial staff will be
unchanged. 

The East Orange Record,
founded in 1899, and the Orange
Transcript, founded in 1898, have
served our communities well for
more than a century. 

The new Record-Transcript will
continue that tradition of providing
news and opinions that matter to
our communities.

Budding artists

Photo Courtesy Orange School District
Cleveland Street School kindergartner Christelle
Neptune, left, and her sister, second-grader Te’an-
na, who are joined by their parents Wilnie, a pre-
school teacher at Central School, and Samuel,
had their artwork presented Jan. 4 as part of the
monthly school art exhibit in the district’s adminis-
tration building along Lincoln Avenue. See addi-
tional photograph on Page 4.

First 8 take council petitions
Group includes incumbents, former council member

By Chris Sykes
Staff Writer

Four years ago, Donna K. Williams, Elroy Corbitt
and Rayfield Morton were newcomers who had been
elected to the city council. Now, each has confirmed
his intention to run for re-election.

Williams, Corbitt and Morton were among the
first eight residents who went to the City Clerk’s
Office to obtain nominating petitions to enter the
May 8 municipal election. 

That list also includes current West Ward Council-
man Hassan Abdul-Rasheed, former West Ward
Councilwoman Maria Vandermeer, April Gaunt-But-
ler, Stephanie Blaine and Dwight Holmes.

Petitions will be offered to residents, who will be
required to secure the signatures of 147 registered
voters by March 5. 

All the prospective candidates were given at least
200 petitions, said a representative of the City Clerk’s
Office said, so they will have extras in case they are
needed.

Corbitt seeks re-election as part of the slate of
candidates assembled by attorney and city Legisla-
tive Research Officer Dwayne Warren. That group
includes Holmes and Gaunt-Butler. Williams and
Morton have not said if they will run as part of a cam-
paign.

Morton, in particular, said he is holding his public
announcement and potential election affiliations. He
said he has been approached, by individuals and
groups, who are likely to be rivals, about joining
their campaign. Morton said he will consider all
options.

“Even though I attended the mayor’s re-election
kickoff event last week, that does not mean I am run-
ning with him or anyone else,” Morton said last week
during the closing moments of Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr.’s event. “I come from the business and
entertainment worlds, so I know all about negotia-
tions and contracts and the need to hold out as long
as you can until you get the best deal possible.

“I might run all by myself or I might run with
someone else or I might run on someone’s slate,”
Morton continued. “I haven’t decided exactly what I
am going to do yet.”

Corbitt said he is running because he believes
there is much work remaining in Orange and he wants
to be one of the people working to improve the city.

“I’ve always said from the beginning, when I first
won office, how important it is for us to all work
together, the administration as well as the council, but
fortunately, or unfortunately, for the city, that has not
happened,” Corbitt said. “We have to have an admin-
istration and a council that are willing to work togeth-
er and put aside their idiotic or childlike differences.
We have to come together and do what’s best for the
people of Orange. We have not been able to do that
with the current administration.”

Williams said she seeks re-election because she is
passionate about serving the residents of Orange.

“I think of myself as a person in-between, getting
people to understand they need to be involved and
your vote does count and your voice does count. Par-
ticipation is very important because our government
is supposed to be by the people for the people,” said
Williams. “I think one of the highest voter turnouts we
had was during President Obama’s campaign. For
2012, I would like to see 100 percent of the voters
come out and state who they want to represent them.
It sends a message that Orange is here; Orange voters
care; and Orange voters are going to hold elected offi-
cials accountable.”

Corbitt seeks re-election as
part of the slate of candidates
assembled by attorney and
city Legislative Research
Officer Dwayne Warren.
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